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42 THE FIGHTING GOVERNOR

Dakota, judging the market beef price then prevailing to be u::«::u:lf'ism:.al:my;:1 |

Late in December, although the wheat embargo had been relaxed, thirty- |
five elevator operators filed an action in District Court against Langer seeking 4:
go. Attorneys for Langer and the railway |
argo was a proper exercise of the police powers |
fa s gn state. The federal court opinion declared the embargo was in |
violation of the interstate commerce clause of the constitution, and that a |

an injunction against the embar
commission contended the emb
of a soverei

state, regardless of economic conditions, had no right to interfere with the
interstate flow of goods.

But, even though outlawed, the Langer embargo served its purpose. The |

d?perate plight of the middle western farmer was dramatized on a nation.
wide scale for the first time, and the necessity for farm relief was graphically

shown. The practical results of holding one-cighth of the nation’s wheat off |

the market were also salutary. No. 1 Dark Northern Spring Wheat was quoted

at 49 cents a bushel two days before the embargo was made effective, and
five weeks later the price had boomed to 72 cents a bushel.

E INTERESTS |-
: op

o Nio D.

The farmers of the middle west still remember the North Dakota embargo.
Efforts to organize a farm strike were attempted by farmers in other states, |
but North Dakota was the only commonwealth with a governor with courage

to make a positive move.
Bi.}l Langer was that governor.
His embargo really started fireworks on the middle-western farm front.

Two days after his embargo proclamation, Milo Reno, president of the

Farmers’ Holiday association, called a national farm strike. He protested that
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the federal government had kept the farmers waiting like stepchildren at a
family reunion dinner, dangling a post-dated check for relief before their
eyes, but doing nothing now, when the immediacy of their need dwarfed all

other considerations.

For the next two months, embattled middle western farmers joined in em-
bargoes at scattered points throughout the middle west. Milk trucks were
dumped and fired. Heads were broken in rioting to keep farm produce from
moving to market and depressing prices. The farmer was on the move in
the fall of 1933, and a national farm rebellion was very near that year after
Bill Langer brought the need for concerted action home to the farmers with
his wheat embargo.

The administration finally realized the temper of the farmer, and the first
AAA was hastily passed and initial benefits went into the corn-hog and wheat
areas that year. The action of the courageous North Dakota executive finally
got results from the lethargic New Deal.

They will remember the wheat embargo a long time in Washington and
the mid-west. It touched off forces which not even yet are quiescent, and gave
hope that someday real government aid, along the Langer line of guaranteed
cost of production, might one day be forced from the federal government if
farmers were sufficiently well organized.




CHAPTER IX

HE governors of eleven farm states met in Des Moines, Iowa, on
chohc: 30, 1933 to discuss the problems of agriculture and the in-
cipient farm rebellion.

Leading officials of the farmers’ organizations of the country.also attended

the governors’ conference on agriculture. Out of the two-day conference
came a 1o0-plank platform for farm relief which it was decided to transmit

to Washington.

Bill Langer, still fighting, was in the thick of the conference. His reiterated |
proposal for a guaranteed price for farm produce, to be pegged at a fair |

level, %rlcodgit;tc% i:hc only real difference of opinion at the conference. Gov-
ernor Floyd B. Olson of Minnesota also supported the pegged pri

_ | ged price plan,
dﬁf:larmg that the production of food should rank as a public utility, and
enﬂ the benefits of price stabilization accorded other utilities.

ger also plumped for a joint embargo by the f al
v » go by the governors of all the states

“The way to get action is to declare an embargo of f
b go of farm goods from every.

state,” Langer declared. The huge audience of farmers present cheered thz
young North Dakota executive frenziedly. Milo Reno, E. E. Kennedy, na-
tional secretary of the Farmers’ Union, William Hirth of the Missouri

Farmers’ Protective Association and other farm lead taunchl
B aders staunchly supported

The other governors present refused to join in the embargo declaration. |

Their 10-point program asked fixed minimum farm prices; regulation of
marketing of raw food products on the domestic market; licensing of pro-
ducers and processors and dealers in basic food commodities; asked ware-
house surplus determination to keep surplus off market domestically; tariff
'Fxcluf'.mn of all agricultural products grown in the United States; currency
inflation under proper safeguards; payment of Fourth Liberty Loan in new
currency; asked no advance fee on federal farm loan applications; lowered
fcfitfal farm loan interest; reappraisal without cost to borrower on com.
missioner’s loans when commissioner has recommended loans less than 25
per cent of the appraisal.

Governor Langer submitted a minority report urging an embargo on farm
products.

|
)

I
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Governors Olson, Langer, Berry of South Dakota, Schmedeman of Wis-

consin, and Herring of Iowa were named to take the conference report to

Washington.
| 44
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The governors asked, in a three-hour conference with Secretary of Agri-
culture Wallace, that minimum prices be fixed for basic farm commodities,
$1.02 per bushel for wheat; 75 cents a bushel for corn; $8.50 a hundredweight
for hogs; $6.70 a hundredweight for beef; 36.6 cents a pound for butterfat
and $2.08 a hundred pounds for milk.

Next day, while the farm world was literally “holding its breath” at the
importance of the negotiations, President Roosevelt turned down every pro-
posal of the farm-state governors. F. D. R. said the plan would be “unwork-
able” and “unacceptable” to the nation’s farmers. Farmers, he said, were
highly individualistic and resentful of regimentation. The president placed
his faith in the old AAA control program, and time has shown that program,
and its AAA successor, as having failed to solve the farm problem.

The governors’ committee, forced to go home empty-handed to their

"~ farmers after their flat rejection by Roosevelt and Wallace, declared they were

“disappointed and disgusted.”

There was continuing violence in the other states outside North Dakota,
as farmers sought to take matters in their own hands and enforce a produce
embargo. Cheese factories in Wisconsin were dynamited; men were killed
in several farm sectors. Only in North Dakota, where Bill Langer had invoked
the embargo, was there peace. Bill Langer had done something besides talk.
Action appealed to the League farmers.

But the failure of the governor’s committee to get more than a brief hear-
ing and a curt admonition to “run along and let us settle it” from Roosevelt
and Wallace definitely soured Bill Langer on the New Deal. He had gone
along with the governor’s spirit of cooperation, anxious to give Wallace and
Roosevelt the benefit of their knowledge of conditions in the middle west.
They were “shushed,” albeit smilingly, by the man with the famous smile.
But the smile didn’t help the condition of the farmers. Henceforwardly blunt
Bill Langer was an unrelenting foe of pious Henry Wallace whenever the
secretary of agriculture preached one of his nebulous sermons on farm relief,
telling the farmers with mortgages to meet and children to clothe that “every-
thing will be all right, just you wait.” They wait, the farmers, with increasing
impatience. Baloney has buttered no parsnips, nor paid any interest on the
mortgage in the farm belt. There has been temporary alleviation of certain
emergencies by outright grants, but Bill Langer’s reiterated statement that

- there has been no basic solution of the problem is not now questioned, even

by the most rabid New Dealers.

Bill Langer, after mature deliberation and bringing one of the keenest
minds in politics to bear on his analysis, has formally charged that the appoint-
ment of Henry Wallace as secretary of agriculture has cost the farmers of
North Dakota twice as much in cold cash as they received from the federal
government in AAA and soil conservation benefits.




