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lre Ae Fe Rath
1318 weast Uilletts
Phoonlx, Arizona

Dear [ir. Raths

Your letter wicr date of PFebruary 20,
1941 was receivod today. ;

i I do not beliove wo are able to supply
you with Indien tan buckskin moccesins with rawe
hide soles, sewn with sinew., Vo have a vory large
supply of mocecasins, most all of which are fully
bemmdmmsuin'mlpihmpn“.orum-
monial moccasins. Cur stock of genuine Indlen
handicraft is on exhibit in the State Historical
Society showerooms in the State Capltol at Bise
marck. OSurplus stock is also stored there. I
do not have any appreciable supply of artifacts
and handwork here in #Williston. casionally I
70 to Blamercl on business and could select a
good palr of sinew sewn, fully beaded, Indian tan,
covhilde moccasins with rawhide scles. Of course, -
we have a fow historical items of Indlan tan
buckskin moccasins with rawhide soles, sewn
with sinew and fully beaded wihich are not for
sale, but even many of the historlcal itoms are
wade of Indian tan cowhide instéad of Indian tan
bucksikine. If you are in no particular hnuxrry for
a pair of moccasins I shall be glad to select
a palr for you upon my next visit to Dismarcit.
It goos without saylng, that I would solect a
choice palir and it would have to moot with your
approvale All of owr indlen handiwork,with few
exceptions, is made by the Sioux Indians, wiho
geﬁ e:xparba of the geometrical designs m their

oadwork .

I enclose a catalog of items walchfwe ¥
prepared vhen we woro in the book business in-
liinneapolis and sold and dlaplayed mmch of the
Indian handiwork at that time. This was the
only catalog which we lssuod andl will still
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give you some idea of the 1ltems contalined in oup
collection eand approximation of prices. imy of
the items listed in the catalog have heen withe
withdrawn from sale and, accordingly, the liste
Ings and prices cannot e conotrued as an offer.
If you are interested in any of the ltemsg listed,
I shall be glad to communicate {wiber with you
conceming thelr possible salo.

: Ve have sold many hundrods of iteme

of genulne Sioux Indian handiwork and are vory
familiar with this materlal. Wo have made an
offort to reduce our stock so as to ultimately
retain only musoum pleces. Illowever, many of
the itoms which we could consider surplus items
are excellont items for collectors.

one of the outstading points of infore
mation conceraning Sloux Indian beadwork is that
it is bYeoing made lesas frequently as time goes
ons Very few of the younger Indlians have followed -
in the footateps of tholr predecessors in making
these various items. ¥hatevor ltems are made
are usually made for personal use and are not
made for cormercial purposes. Consequently,
there 18 no wholosale exploitation of the talent
of these Indians. It would scom to follow that
such items are more desirable from a collector's
standpoint than those which are prepared on a
sommerclial basis.

Should you desire wo to select a palr
y beadedimoccasins which I think mi
piblio from standpoint, I shall ap=
prec g hoaring from you and I vfll make an
- offort to ocbtain a suitable seloction for you
and will send them c.0.ds in a price rango
from J6.00 to U13.00, depending on thelr quality.
If you are not satlsfled with the selection -
made, you may retwn it &nd yowr puwrchase price
would be refunded.

v truly yours

prr/a 'M
At Linorce
BABtew

ce Hone Usher L. Durdick, i« C,
3 lz‘fnsmnz;ton, De Co
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