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Republicans pass
on HFA scandal

Republican activists wonder
whether any political advantage can
be gained out of the bribery case in
the North Dakota Housing Finance
Agency (HFA), but for now have con-
cluded that it would be a tough sell.

The avenue of attack would be Dem-
ocratic control of the Industrial Com-
mission in the 1986-92 period during
which Robert B. Olsen accepted
890,000 in bribes. The commission
oversees the HFA, and Olsen was di-
rector of its Moderate Rehabilitation
Program and later a federal tax credit
program designed to encourage con-
struction of low-income housing.

Olsen conspired with Wahpeton de-
veloper Jerry L. Meide and two
Denver developers, J. Michael Quee-
nan — a former HUD official — and
Ronny L. Mahon. Olsen’s pleaded
guilty to state and federal charges:
Meide got immunity from federal
charges but faces likely state prosecu-
tion: Queenan and Mahon are unin-
dicted federal co-conspirators.

Theoretically, Democrats could
take a hit for administering an agency
where bribery occurred. However, Gov.
George Sinner and Attorney General
Nicholas Spaeth's political careers
are done and Agriculture Commis-
sioner Sarah Vogel just won re-elec-
tion. They make for poor targets.

Besides, it's not as if the HFA was
frought with corruption, and the brib-
ery was easily discoverable. The feds
investigated for years, and it wasn't
until someone passed them inside in-
formation that the case broke.

Leanings for labor

Gary Holm, director of federal pro-
grams in the state Department of Pub-
lic Instruction, is considering a race
against Labor Commissioner Craig
Hagen next year. Holm lost the Dem-
ocratic-NPL endorsement for treasurer
in 1992 to Kathi Gilmore, and de-
clined entreaties by party leaders to
run for auditor. In February, he won
election as party treasurer, and is
held in high regard by activists of all
stripe.

Hagen plans to seek re-election and
must be considered a heavy favorite.
Holm's logic might be to run a solid
campaign, gain labor's financial sup-
port, and be back in 1996 for some-
thing else. With only the labor com-
missioner, public service
commission, U.S. House and Sen.
Kent Conrad’s seat on the ballot,
1994 is a good election to raise one's
profile.
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Others mentioned as potential
Democratic candidates are David
Kemnitz, president of the state AFL-
CIO, and Sen. Larry Schoenwald, D-
Minot. Both would offer a clear-cut, la-
bor-oriented alternative to Hagen,
with Schoenwald willing to get down
and dirty.

Treadway’s on top of it

One last item from the April Board
of Higher Education meeting in Valley
City: Ron Stuart, the Scottish sage
and a Christian patriot, complained
vociferously about the “pro-sodomy”
articles in the UND and NDSU stu-
dent newspapers. He asked Chan-
cellor Douglas Treadway if he were
familiar with the papers. Treadway re-
sponded that. no, he did not receive
those publications.

Sins of omission

KFYR-TV in Bismarck, a Meyer
Broadcasting station. spent an aston-
ishingly long five minutes on its late
Sunday. May 17. broadcast profiling
Deputy Attorney General Jim Vu-
kelic. The coverage was flattering,
highlighting his professional accom-
plishments and avocation of singing
in chorale groups.

Just one tiny piece of information
was missing in the “Daily Difference”
story by reporter Margaret Morris:
Vukelic is a candidate for the Bis-
marck School Board.

Pomeroy’s ‘daughter’

The May 24 issue of The National
Review included this comment: “On
National Take Your Daughter to Work
Day, a congressman who didn't have a
child of his own was forced to borrow
one. The girl was eventually returned,
but child-abuse experts fear the ef-
fects of even brief exposure to Con-
gress.”

The unnamed congressman? Rep.
Earl Pomeroy, D-N.D.

Forum Capitol bureau

The new Capitol reporter for the
(Fargo) Forum is Bill Nowling, a for-
mer night reporter for the Bismarck
Tribune who interned for the Forum
last summer. A Michigan native and
graduate of St. Thomas in St. Paul,
Nowling replaces Matt Cecil, who re-
turned to South Dakota to study his-
tory and get into Democratic politics.

r E)rtnightly update
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The North Dakota Education Asso-
ciation said it has represented more
than 200 teachers so far this spring
in hearings for non-renewals. ...
North Dakota planted 5.7 million
trees in 1992, a record. bringing the
total of trees planted since the 1989
centennial to 22.7 million. The state
pledged to plant 100 million trees in
honor of the centennial. ... A Univer-
sity of North Dakota helicopter was
destroyed by fire while still on the
ground. A student pilot escaped with
minor injuries. Officials attributed the
fire to “ground resonance.” ...Lt.
Gov. Rosemarie Myrdal, a former
teacher, gave the Schafer-Myrdal ad-
ministration a "B for its first four
months. She said actions have been
clumsy at times. ... The final bill
tally for the 1993 Legislature: Gov. Ed
Schafer signed 631 bills into law, ve-
toed 17 and exercised line-item vetoes
in three bills. ... Tweed Roosevelt,
the great-grandson of President The-
odore Roosevelt, plans to visit North
Dakota in June. ... Dickey County
States Attorney Daniel Diemert was
killed in a one-car rollover on a rural
Dickey County highway. ... Burglars
hit Grand Forks City Hall, taking
more than 85,000 worth of cash and
checks from money bags and lock
boxes in the city's water depart-
ment. ... It will be the final gradua-
tion at high schools in Reeder and Co-
lumbus. Both schools will close after
this year. Each school had just 10 stu-
dents in their final graduating
class. ... A North Dakota health care
task force will draw up proposals to
reform the state's health care system
and report its findings to the state
Legislative Council this summer. . ..
Ten teachers and administrators were
fired from the Wahpeton Indian
School. Those who were fired said
they were not told why, and the
school administration would not com-
ment.

Time to
renew

If you value the insider infor-
mation and insight on North Da-
kota politics and business,
now's the time to renew your
subscription to the Intelligencer.
There's no other source like it in
North Dakota — so keep us com-
ing to your door this next year.




