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• Documenting the 75th Anniversary of Guadalcanal Landing • 

.The Bismarck 

r1 une 
EDITORIAL OctS, 2017 

World War II veterans Louis Hanson, left, 95, of Bismarck, and Dennis Ferk, 93, from New Mexico, talk about a lighter 
moment in their service with the North Dakota Army National Guard's 164th Infantry Regiment at a 2014 reunion in 
Mandan. The pair fought in the harrowing battle of Guadalcanal against the Japanese in the south Pacific in 1942. 
Photo by Mike McCleary, Tri b Un e bismarcktribune.com/opinion/editorial/event-offers-rare-chance-to-hear-vets/art icle ed21630d-eaa3-5581-ad6e-6dblla91daf9.html 

Event offers rare chance to hear vets 
" ... respect and admiration hasn't dimmed in 75 years ... " 

Later this month, North Dakotans will have what will likely be one of the last opportunities to meet 
and listen to veterans of Guadalcanal. This is a chance to hear from men who participated in one of 
early, key battles of World War II. 

This isn't just an event for history buffs. Anyone interested in the role our small state played on the 
world stage will find this interesting. The event is from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 14 at the National Energy 
Center of Excellence at Bismarck State College. 

The 164th Infantry Regiment from North Dakota landed on Guadalcanal on Oct. 13, 1942, to assist 
the Marines who had been battling the Japanese. The regiment entered a horrible battleground and 
were greeted by skepticism by the hardened Marines. It didn't take long for the North Dakota Army 
soldiers to win the respect of the Marines. 

Within five days of landing the regiment had endured eight prolonged bombing attacks, several 
strafings and shelling from land and enemy warships. An Assoc. Press dispatch told of their ordeal. 

"One ghastly, horrible night late in October, both the second and third battalions fought in a 
pouring rain and the North Dakota men often met attacking Japanese with the cold steel of bayonets." 

The regiment would serve with distinction on Guadalcanal and help secure an early victory for the 
U.S. They went on to fight in the Bougainville and the Philippines campaigns. 

The 164th Infantry of the North Dakota National Guard was called up in 1941 to fight in the Pacific 
Theater, according to Tribune files. There were 1,723 soldiers in the regiment. During the war the 
164th lost 325 men and had 1,193 wounded. The unit earned one Navy Cross, six Distinguished 
Service Crosses, 89 Silver Stars, 199 Bronze Stars, 1,200 Purple Hearts, six Legions of Merit and 10 
soldiers' medals. 

By the time the 164th was disbanded in November 1945 it had become famous for its service. 
They earned their fame the hard way. 

Seventy-two years after the end of World War II they deserve to be remembered. The Oct. 14 
event offers an opportunity to honor them and hear the stories as only they can tell them. 

At 1 p.m. in the second-floor theater there will be a chance to chat with the veterans. Larry 
Skogen, Bismarck State College president, will conduct the interactive session to discuss the battles 
and take questions from the audience. A short program will take place in the third-floor display area 
prior to a 2 p.m. band concert by the North Dakota Army National Guard's 188th Army Band. 

Expected to attend are Richard Stevens, who was a National Guard private and is now a 95-year­
old retired Army colonel; Louis Hanson, a farmer from the Jamestown area assigned to Company E, 
which helped defend the area that became known as Coffin Corner; Dennis Ferk, Harry Vadnie and 
Aloysius Moszer from Bismarck's Company A; Doug Burtell, Bowman; and Ralph Oehlke, Enderlin, 
who joined the 164th Band but transferred to the Anti-Tank Company for the duration the war. 

The AP dispatch mentioned earlier also said: "Mention this regiment to anyone in the South Pacific 
and you'll get return comment of respect and admiration." 

That respect and admiration hasn't dimmed in the 75 years since they landed on Guadalcanal. 
The Oct. 14 event is free and open to the public. It should be worth everyone's time. 
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- 1&4th Infantry Reunion on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of Guadalcanal Landing -

72nd Annual --& Final-- WWII Reunion 

John & Paul Oehlke flank their dad, Ralph; Louis J Hanson & daughter Diana Herner; Dennis Ferk & traveling 
companion Gilbert Martinez; SGM (ret) Joseph A Castagneto; Melanie Rosalez, granddaughter of Ben J 
Rosalez; Tom Stevens & dad COL (ret) Richard Stevens. 
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Annual ~ 
• 

7znd 0 
Reunion ~ 

I64th Infantry Association 
of the United States of America 

Memorial Service 8 Banquet 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

13 October 2017 

Final Memorial Service & Banquet 
72nd Annual Reunion - 13 October 2017 

Welcome Vern Fetch, President 
1641h Infantry Association 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Dave Johnson 
ND National Guard State Chaplain 

Light Memorial Candles 

Last Roll Call Names of Deceased Veterans 
of the 1641h Infantry Regiment & Ring Bell 

Extinguish Candles - Taps 

Introduction of Reunion Committee 
Vern Fetch, President 

Bennet J. Kemp, Secretary/Treasurer 
Shirley J. Olgeirson, Editor, 164 News 

Introduction of Guests 
MG Alan Dohrmann, The Adjutant General 

BG Robert Fode, Army Commander 
CSM Brad Heim, State Command Sgt Major 

Remarks Maj Gen Alan Dohrmann 
The Adjutant General, ND National Guard 

Meal Blessing Chaplain Johnson 

Review of next day's activities & Group Photos 
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"' 164th Infantry Reunion on the occasion oi the 75th Anniversary oi Guadalcanal Landing ... 

64th Annual --& Final-- Korean Era Reunion 
Top: CW4 (ret) 
Ervin J. Barta, 
Co K; CW4 (ret) 
Bennett J. 
Kemp, Co K, & 
Lorraine; 
COL (ret) Vern 
Fetch, Svc Co, 
& Margaret; 
Lt Col (ret) 

• Milton Kane, Co 
~ G, & Janice; 
~Donald J. 

Evenson, Co M; 
COL (ret) John 
Jacobsen 

G> 
Above: Maj Gen Al Dohrmann , Adjutant General; Gerald Skogley, Hqs Co; Erv Barta; Don Evenson; 

Bruce Hagen, Co A; Milt Kane; Ben Kemp; Vern Fetch; State Command Sgt Major Brad Heim 

Reunion: Family & Friends 

L-R: [WWII family unless noted by a (K)] LeeAnn Tillotson, spouse; Tom Wilder, son of Jerry, Co E; 
Steve Tillotson, son of Bill, Co A & K; Tara Heth, granddaughter Wallace Robertson, Co I; 
Daniel Sauerwein, great nephew Roy Iverson, Co M; Jeffrey Burckhard, son of Tony, Co F; 
Barry Robertson, son of Wallace, Co I; Dora Vasquez-Hellner, daughter lsiais Vasquez, Co I; 
Jackie Robertson, spouse; Denise Cossette McCollum, daughter of Pete Cossette, Reg't Hqs; 
Curt Trullinger, nephew Arnold Kline, Co I; Gail Trullinger, daughter Ira Keeney, Co I; Mary Helland, 
daughter Richard Wolf, Co I (K); Tom Helland, nephew Arnold Kline, Co I; Karen Shellum Win & Brian 
Shellum, children of Alford, Co I; Mary Wiest Simpkins, daughter Al Wiest, Co H & M; Larry Skogen, 
son of Clifford , Hqs Co (K); Mary Drain, daughter Bill Tucker, Co M; Frank Kennedy, Mary Jo Boelke, 
Kirk Kennedy, Kerri Osowski, 4 children of Joseph Kennedy, Co C; Tony Drain, spouse; Richard Wiest, 
son of Al, Co H & M. Inset: Mary Jo & Alice Gaugler, daughter & widow of Ralph, Co K. 
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• Documenting the 75th Anniversary of Guadalcanal Landing • 

Chat with the Guadalcanal Guys 
THE 164TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

HOSTS THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LANDING AT GUADALCANAL 

The Chat with the Guadalcanal Guys 
was dramatic, funny, charming, tearful, 
and engaging. The Chat was hosted by 
Bismarck State College President Larry 
Skogen (top photo L), son of Lieutenant 
Clifford Skogen who mobilized with the 
154th Infantry during the Korean War. 

The Guys L-R: Richard Stevens, Co M; 
Louis J. Hanson, Co E; Dennis Ferk, Co 
A; Ralph Oehlke, Anti-Tank Co; Douglas 
Burtell. lntell & Recon 

Standing Room Only 
After 260 chairs in the theater filled up, 
folks stood along the wall and in door­
ways. The overflow classroom with 
live video was filled to the gills as well. 

The Audiovisual Staff at Bismarck State College was kind enough to spend their Saturday "taping" the 
event and later produced a video that is available on youtube, for free, at https://youtu.be/cErvzD04200 
or on DVD along with the WWI Victory Celebration Program (both programs on one DVD) for a 
reproduction mailing fee of $10 from 1641h Infantry Association, PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502. 
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- Documenting the 75th Anniversary 0£ Guadalcanal Landing -

Recognition Program 

The 154th Infantry WWII Veterans received 
a standing ovation from the packed crowd 
after each was introduced and reported to 
Maj Gen Al Dohrmann, Adjutant General, to 
receive a North Dakota National Guard 
challenge coin . 

Left to Right: 
Sgt Maj (ret) Joseph Castagneto, Alabama 
Benjamin J. Rosalez, California 
Maj Gen Dohrmann 
Louis J Hanson, Bismarck, ND 
Col (ret) Richard Stevens, Kentucky 
Ralph Oehlke, Enderlin, ND 
Band escort Staff Sgt Aaron Bedford 
Dennis Ferk, New Mexico 
Douglas Burtell, Bowman, ND 
Band escort Staff Sgt Justin Reed 

Special THANKS to Lt Col Davina French and 
CWS Theresia Hersch-Fode for support and 

assistance during event planning & execution. 
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164th Infantry Association of the United States of America 
7 5th Anniversary of Guadalcanal Landing 

Open House Military Display - 14 October 2017 
Bismarck State College Energy Center 

(Held in conjuction "'~th the 72'"' & Final Annual Reunion 13 October 2017) 

America! 
Division 

9am-Spm Military Display Open House - 4'" Floor 
Exhibitors Greg Heinz & Alan Schuldt 
Book Sale II "164'" Family" Sign-in & Nametags 
Back issues of the News I I Research station 

1 pm Hosted Chat with Guadalcanal Veterans 
3"1 Floor Theater - Overflow Room 345 
(Taped for youtube, cable access TV, DVD) 

2pm Recognition Program & Band Concert - 4'" Floor 
164 WWII Veterans recognized 

Douglas Burtell - Reg't Hqs - Guadalcanal 
Dennis Ferk - Co A - Guadalcanal 
Louis Hanson - Co E - Guadalcanal 
Ralph Oehlke - Band & AntiTank Co - 'Canal 
Richard Stevens - Co M - Guadalcanal 
Joseph Castagneto - Co A - Bougainville 
Ben Rosalez - Co C - Southern Philippines 

164 Korean War Era Veterans Introduced 
Concert- 188'" Army Band, Fargo 

After Concert - Visit with the Veterans - 4'" Floor 
5pm Exhibits Close 
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