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EX-PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE

Floyd L. Stone

Name: Box 95
Walhalla, ND 58282

Current Address:

Address at time you went into service:

Same as above,

Birthday:
February 12, 1929

Family: (spouse and children)

Romana J. Beaudion Stone
Candace Marie Stone, Daughter
Dean Arthur Stone, Son

Work and educational experience prior to going into service?

I only went through the eighth grade. At the time of entry
into the service, I was working as a second man in the Farmers
Elevator Company at Walhalla, ND.

Dates and place of entry into service?

March 26, 1951
Fargo, ND

Summary of events from time of entry into service and until just
prior to capture or entering status as a POW?

I left Fargo and went to Fort Lewis, Washington; was there for

. approximately two weeks, then was sent to Camp Roberts, Calif-
- ornia for my fourteen weeks of basic training. After this, I

was given a ten day furlough at which time I reported back to
Camp Stoneman, California; from there to a receiving station in
Yokohama, Japan by ship, and then on to Injon, Korea, which was
on approximately September 5, 1951. At that time I was assign-
éd to the third platoon of Company F of the 8th Cavalry Division.
We were engaged in battles in regaining the Main Line of
resisting, which was the 38th Parallel.

Unit, Country, time, area, weather, etc., at time event occurred
which resulted in POW status?

Company F, Third Platoon of the 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1lst
Cavalry Division, near Sonbyok, Korea.,  'The weather was cold.
It was the night before Thanksgiving, which was on November 21,
1951, We were sent. out<to an Sutpost in which the whole platoon

participated. The platoon included 48 men and one officer,



T+ Describe military or other events that resulted in your POW status?
At approximately 10 o’clock that night, we were hit with a
direct artillary fire which hit the platoon command post.

At this time the Chinese preceeded the attack on Company F
outpost area with an intense concentration of artillary and
mortar fire which cut gaping holes in the barbed wire around
our outpost. We fought them off on the first attack but were
attacked the second time in larger numbers, They came right
thru their own mortar and artillary fire. At this time, we

- were over run, and this was approximately two o'clock in the
morning.,

8 Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were
involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What type of personnel
(military or civilian) took control of you?

 When I was being led off the hill by a Chinese soldier, I

. tried to make my escape., 1 threw him on the ground and fgll
on top of him, I tried to get his pistol which he was lying
on. When I reached for it, he bit me on my left hand‘and I

' still have the scar. At this time I couldn't knock him out

" so I was going to jump up and kick him in the face when two
more Chinese came down the path, so I surrendered. At this
time I was pistol whipped in the face and body. Then they
tied a rope to my belt and chased me ten feet ahead of them.
I was brought in to a dugout the next day, and who was there
but my Platoon officer, Lt. James L. Stone, and later that

same day five more of our men were brought there. There were
only seven out of the forty eight men alive after that nights
battle of November 21 and 22, 1951.

9. Were you able to hide or escape? If so, tell what happened. Where
did you hide? Food? Clothing? Water? Weather? Sleep? etc.
No
10. How did your escape end? Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by
enemy?
No

11. Could you describe in sequence the various places you were inter-
rogated and the methods of questioning the enemy used?

Two or three days after my capture, they started to walk us
by night away from the front lines, and during the daytime
. they would question us about our Company; how many men were
| on the front and so on. They never got any information but
" our name and USS number - mine was 55110466, This made them
pretty upset. They kept us in huts with no heat and we were
darned cold at times for the climate in North Korea was about
' like North Dakota at that time, .




12.

13.

14.

15.

Did you have a weapon on yourself when you were captured? Did it
effect your treatment?

No

Were you at any time considered a civilian or an enemy sSpy oOr a
wrong nationality? If so, how did this effect your treatment?

No

When captured or escaping, what clothing or eguipment were you
wearing? What changes did the enemy make in your clothing?

All I had was a G I Fatigue outfit, a wool sweater and a
field jacket.

What was your first food you received after your capture and what
was your food from that date on?

115, The first food was a bowl of rice and some snails, Fron

le6.

17.

then on it was rice, green turnips or soybeans, lostly rice
and soybeans twice a day at 8 AM and 5 PM.

Did your nationality, religion, or race have a bearing on your
treatment from the enemy?

"No

What was your impression of your captors? Were they arrogant,
considerate, professional, troubled, confused, anxious, etc.?

In my own mind I think they were troubled and confused. I do
believe it was my good fortune that it was an honor for them
to bring in a Prisoner of War, If it hadn't been for that, I
would have been killed.



19.

20.

21.

22.

Were you alone or with others? How many? Same unit? Other units?
Other services? Other nationalities, etc.?

There were seven of us captured that night and as they marched
us back behind lines, we were put with more men from different
companies and so on that had been captured. We walked approx-
imately one hundred fifty miles to our first camp which was a

big building out in the country. From there we spent a day and

a half on trucks going to Camp 5 which was Ponjang, Korea, just
accross the Yellow River from Manchuria,

At time of your capture, did you have higher or lower ranking persons
with you? Did the difference in rank effect you?

Yes. I had a lower rank which was PFC,

Following your capture, how did you feel about your family at home,

and at what point or time did you feel they probably knew about your
POW status?

At this time I was really worried for I did not know if my

family knew what had happened to me and there was no way of
them knowing if I was dead or alive,

When did you receive your first letter, package or information that
your family knew of your capture?

I received my first letter in April of 1952 fvom my girl friend.

At this time is when I knew for sure that my girl and folks
knew that I was a prisoner.

In regards to your interrogation or questioning--was this conducted
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have special or

skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? How long were
you there? Then where did you go?

No, this was not done formally. They questioned us whenever

they felt like its all about our life in the States. We always
told them we were Capitalists and we loved it, and so on, like

one fellow worked in a whore house putting wheels on miscarrilages.
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24.

25

26.

27.

How did you feel the war was going when you were captured?

In my own mind I thought we would be going home soon for they
had started talking peace,

Did you think you would eventually get home?

Yes, I did.

Did you have an opportunity to observe the enemy in combat, training,
camp, or moving from one place to another?

No, I did not.

Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture? What was
done about your injury or illness following your capture?

Yes, I had bamboo shrapnel in my face and other shrapnel in
my neck and legs. Nothing was done about it, it healed up on
its own, _

At your permanent camp or camps, would you describe your conditions.
Food? Living area? Beds? Food ration? Health? Water? Weather?
Number of men? Guards? Size and location of camps? Organization
in camp by enemy and by U.S. forces?

In our permanent Camp No. 5, there were about twelve hundred men
of different nationalities, and we were segragated. I was in
the Third Company, which consisted of all white men from USA.
We lived in straw huts, four men to a room, We slept on the
floor which was heated from an outside fire place with flues
running under the floor, and this is how we got our heat.
After we had to put the fire out for the night, we took the
' coals and put them in a pan and set them in the room for the
night, Our food rations were a bowl of rice and soybeans twice
a day. This camp was run by the enemy which was Chinese.
The location of camp was in the Northern tip of Korea, known
as Ponjang, Korea,

|
|



While in your permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the

28 .
What did guards say about the ending of the war?

war?
Nothing for sure. We heard a lot of rumors which I believe
kept our spirits up.

If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please describe your

29.
food, punishment, etc.?

daily transportation, work,
They tried to make us work and go to lectures which was teaching
us communism, but they couldn't get any cooperation from us, so
finally gave up on it all together. We had no transportation
.as we were right on the bank of the Yellow River, In the winter
we would cross the ice and get fire wpod for our Squad.

30. Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the enemy or
friendly military action?

No, I was not.

31. Could you describe your roll call or counting procedure in camp?

| Every morning they would have us assemble for roll call by
Company at 8 o'clock.

32. What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? Weapons? Number?
Service, etc.?

A Chinese soldier station around camp at different areas and
'each platoon had a Chinese guard and intrepreter.



33. Could you describe your camp? Size? Fences? Guard towers?
Latrine? Ration distribution? Hours? Lock-up? Heat?
Recreation, etc.?

There was no fence for we were on the bank of the Yellow river
and the town was to the South of us, This was where they had
guards stationed on the hill. Our bathroom was just a trench

in the ground.

34. Could you describe the men close to you or the men you knew best?
How did you get along with them?

x was very fortunate for the men in my squad were very good
American Patriots., We stuck up for the "Good 0ld USA."



35.

36.

3

38.

Could you tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the
medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp?

At first we had no medical facilities, At the end they had
some which was very poor. Those of us whose health was strong
had no trouble, but those boys that were weak soon died of
malnutrition and dysentary.

Were any prisoners killed in camp or taken from camp and disappeared-?

Not to my knowledge.

Could you describe the ration or food distribution system? How
much? Fresh, canned, stale, dried, etc.? Local foods, Red Cross
parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians?

Twice a day - one bowl of rice and one bowl of soybeans.

Describe the type of work or responsibilities you were assigned
within the camp from friendly or USA prisoners?

None. Most of all the American prisoners worked together,



39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp?

Your health? Age? Faith in U.S. Armed Forces? Religion? Family?
Aid from other prisoners?

The faith in our government which was the USA, and hope and

gur religion. We never gave up hope for if we did, we were done
or.

40. Did any prisoners become mentally sick or irrational in camp and
were they removed?

Not to my knowledge.

41. Did you have any secret radios, newspapers or outside news sources
in camp from which you received information? What information did
the enemy give you?

NO' we didn't.

42. Did you have any serious illness in camp?

Yes, I got yellow jaundice shortly after I became a prisioner,
but my health was strong enough to fight it off.
43. Did you have any riots in camp?

AiYes. The Turks and the Colored people had a few riots amoung
themselves,



44. How did you first know that war was coming to an end?
I did not know for sure until I saw our KP's at Panmenjon.

What were some of the tricks you played on guards?

45.
Sitting out in the middle of the compound on a pail with a stick
or riding double on a motor bike

and string - we were fishing;
going +to the bathroom, and many others,

46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others
that you have knowledge of or direct information about?

There was none for we did not have the strength left to climb
the hills in North Korea,

47. Were you ever bombed by friendly or enemy aircraft?

i NQ'
48. Describe any special train or ship trip you took while a prisoner?
The only time we were.on a train was when they moved us from
There were fifty

Camp 5 back to Panmenjon for our release,
men to a box car and if one turned, they all turned.



49.

50.

51..

52.

When were you close to death or felt all was not worth living and
you probably would die or be killed?

There was never a time I felt close to death.

Could you tell about any special religious observances by the enemy
or special occurance when they relaxed or tightened security rules?

The Chinese would relax their guard at Christmas Time. I think
1t showed they believed in the Sabbath Day as well as us
instead of Communism,

Would you describe in detail any particular holiday, if observed,
by enemy or prisoners, such as, New Years or Christmas.

-

Christmas, We as prisioners would try to make it as cheefful

for all our buddys as possible by singing, making trinkets and
such,

How did you feel about food in camp? How did enemy food agree with
you? What was food? What were utensils? What did you make to eat
with? Pots, pans, cups, plates?

I did not like it but I had to make the best of it, At first

the Chinese did the cooking. We finally talked them into letting
us work in the kitchen. The GI's took more pains with the food _
So it tasted better. We had a bowl and a spoon and that was all
the utensils we had in the kitchen. There were three steel pots
to cook the rice and soybeans for the whole Company.



53. Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your
area? Civilian camps?
We heard rumors of other POW camps, but we really didn't know
for sure.

54. 1In reference to your mind or yourself, how do you feel you held up
in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria,
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other men in camp?
How do you feel you and others were able to live without nervous
breakdowns?

My personal feeling is that I held up pretty good. There were
times that I suffered periods of depression and headaches, Over
all I felt the Good Lord was with me to bring this ordeal to an
end., I think most of us tried to make a joke of it to keep up
our hopes that some day we would see good old USA again,

55. How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted while in enemy
hands? Please do not name an individual by name if you feel their
behavior was not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself.

On an over-all base, I feel the boys were really super. We had
a few turn-coats, but that is to be expected in that many fellows,



56. Towards the end of the war, what were fir

: f st signs that t
coming to an end in our favor? 7 fe war was

They began bringing some
Plg for three hundred me
instead of just beans,

pork for our rations The
. . Y gave us one
n, so that night we had pork and beans

57. How did the enemy guards or adm

the end of the war or when it w
war?

inistrative personnel treat you towards
as apparent the enemy would lose the

There really was no difference as far as I could see,

58. Could you describe how your POW status ended?

My POW status ended August 7, 1953. On August 1, 1953, the Camp
commander called the whole camp out to parade field and stood
before us and told us the peace treaty had been signed. We
would be repatriated in the near future, which most of didn't
have much faith in for we thought it was just more propaganda.

I left camp on August 2, 1953, by barge down the Yellow River
for a mile or two, then lcaded on trucks and taken to a rail
depot about 8 hours away, Then we were put on a train for the
Panmenjon trading area, which was the morning of August 7, 1953.
That was when we saw the MP's of our government which was a
beautiful sight for a pair of sore eyes. At this time we were
given showers and clothing to wear. From there we had our first
US meal, After our meal, we were loaded on a helicopter and
flown to Injon, where we were issued our uniforms and sent
telegrams home and oriented on what had taken place in USA
during our abscence. After all this was done, we were loaded on
a ship and sailed for home. I will never forget this the rest
of my life for the USA treated us like kings. While on ship

we were interrogated by Intelligence, given a complete physi:cal
and so on, On arriving at San Francisco we were ready to leave
for home,

59. When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything
at the end of the war?

59 thru 64, These questions were answered in question #58,

60. What did the American staff at the camp do at the end of the war?
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Your health? Your mo}ale?

62. Could you describe some of the confusion that took place when you
were liberated at the end of the war? Time, place, friendlv or

enemy forces involved, food, health ' i i
v morale, POW di i
camp, contact with U.S. military foéces, eté.? Seipiine dn

63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened? Did you move as
an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus? Where did you go,
to another U.S. camp?

64. What happened at your camp prior to returning to the States? Did
U.S. military officials interrogate you, examine you physically,
give you food, clothing, etc.?



65. How, when and where did you arrive back in the United States? Did
you stay at some camp? Did you go home by train?

Arrived at San Francisco August 21, 1953 by ship, then flew
from there to Camp Carson Colorado to pick up our papers, and
then on home for thirty days.

66. What things today remind you of prison life in your day to day living?

Nothing, Period!.:

67. Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your
POW days?

None what so ever.

68. Do you have a picture of yourself prior to being a POW, preferably
a picture in uniform? Do you have a picture of yourself following
the war? Do you have a picture of yourself and your family recently
taken, or taken within recent years? Any or all of these pictures
would be appreciated. They will be returned to you after we have
made copies of them.

69. Do you have any copies of telegrams from the War Department or the
U.S. Government regarding your becoming a POW? Or your release,
or war time status as a POW? These or copies of these would be
appreciated. If you wish them returned, they will be sent back
to you.



70. Do you have any letters or copies of letters you sent home or
received from home during war or during period you were a POW?
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will
be returned if you so indicate in your reply.

71. A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a few
articles they may have made, been given or in some way secured in
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp regulations,
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans or pots,
special cans used in camp, small tools, etc. If you have any of
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desire they
could be sent with this report and we will take a picture of them
and return them to you if you so desire.

72. The above questions or suggestions are limited and you may write
or explain many items not included; therefore, feel free to express
yourself in any manner you desire.



Dear Ex-Prisoner of War:

It has been recommended and officially encouraged by our North
Dakota Ex-Prisoner of War Organization and the Chester Fritz Library
at the University of North Dakota, to gather information concerning
the part North Dakota Ex-POW's played in past wars.

It was determined the most logical way to secure the information
would be to prepare a questionnaire to which each POW could respond in
writing.

This questionnaire is rather lengthy, however, when you read it,
you will note your answers tend to write a story. Your story, be it
based on service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or as a civilian,
is equally important and interesting to others.

The story or the answers to your questions are important to your
family and friends. Your story is a part of a special or unique part
of warfare in the 20th Century.

Your story, in addition to its family values, is of value to
University students. Consequently, the University will take an active
part in aiding the project.

It would be logical to put these various stories together in a
book or manuscript form. Your section and writing would remain intact,
rather than attempting to incorporate the stories together into one
large story.

One story in itself may have minor value but all the stories together
will form a valuable panorama of past wars.

You may answer the questions as written or asked, or you may change
the questions. They may be answered by typing or in hand writing in
pencil or pen. If you wish, you may not want to use the questions, and
may want to write your own story concerning your POW experience--this
would be equally valuable.

Whatever you may do will be appreciated by all concerned.

Sircerely,

Elmer Lian
P.S. Please return your questionnaire to:
Elmer T. Lian

2520 Chestnut Street
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201



The question comes up if one should use a tape recorder to answer the questions.
We would prefer you answer the questions by using a pen, pencil or typewriter or that

1t.1s in writing. If you feel insecure in writing perhaps some other person could
write the answers when you dictate the replies.

If you do use a tape recorder, please read the question and then give the reply.
This will aid in transcribing the tape recording. To change the tape recording to a
written report takes a long time and is more subject to mistakes. If you use a tape
recorder, it would be appreciated if you could locate a friend or family member who
could transcribe the tape recording to a written record.

It is important to note that the University of North Dakota Library has a special
section where POW documents, books, records, or articles could be permanently stored
in your name. That is, you could make a loan of material to the University and could
secure the material at any time you wish.

Since World War II, a number of books have been written about POW camps and individual
experiences. Most of these books are out of print and no longer available. If you have
any of these you wish to give or Toan to the University of North Dakota Library, they
would be appreciated.

The completed questionnaires will be converted to a type or printed report as soon
as possible. That is, as soon as questionnaires are returned we will start preparing
the final printed copy. :

It would be appreciated if your reply could be received within four (4) to six (6)
weeks. [f not, we would appreciate a card or short note stating any unusual delays or
problems you may have in answering the questions.

In reference to your particular story, we hope to be able to send you copies
separately or your own story.

I hope this project does not seem to large. A1l persons concerned with the project
know, that, what you have to say is important. It would help to try and do a few
questions each day or each weekend.

Please do your best and we wish you good luck.

"A Prisoner of War"

The prison camp, in many ways, is a unique testing ground. The equality among
men is pitiless and unparalled from any other type of organization. Family, cu]tu?e,
religion, wealth, education, and station in ife makes no difference. A prisoner is
on his own. Nobody will help or save him from the consequences of his behavior if it
is deliberately wrong. He is forcibly placed among his peers in the most elemental
circumstances and sparse environment. Here he is tested to see what he is made of.

If the prison barracks he lives with prisoners of all types, course and refined, brutal
and sensitive, rich and poor. He need not like them but they must all become a part

of his 1ife. Being a prisoner in a prisoner of war camp is a special way to participate
in the affairs of ones time. The war was the common experience of my age and time.

As history passes by, the least I can say is that I had a part of it.

Elmer T. Lian
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It was to ha?e been a ha.ppy, festive Thanksglving Day for the

nen on the line. Qn 21 November, the oooks in the company kitchens
had aclready begmﬁw preparation of the extenaiu a.nd va.riad mem; f
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for th& tradi%ional Army Thanksgiving Da.y meal. =N " '
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'The situation was relatively stable along ther ~2d Battalion,

~ 8th Cavalry Regiment front. At the close of "Operation Commando®,

the battalion had moved to 5ccupy positions along Hill 33k, which it'

had taken after a stif?, onec:y ac*tion during the bpening days of the

offeisive.

Herg: for four weaks, the companies had beeu stremthming theﬁ.r

positicms ’ matn}lmg bubed wire, mmes”ﬁ t““‘?

‘punk_ers and qthe‘r defensive facilities. Continuing, a’ééféss'ﬁe




”f platoons were being furnished by Company F,

. patrolling was carried out by platoori-size patrols;'aﬁd an outpost

had been established 1500 hundred yards to the front of the Main

Line of Resistance.

The outpost itself had been made as nearly mpregnabIe as was

 :posaib1e in the short pertod of time the men of the battallon had

to establish and strengthen Lt Bunkers and fighting holes with
overhead cover were interhconnected with deep, reinforced trenches.
Mnltiplo aprons of bafbed wire and concertihé ringed the position,

a compact hill mass rising abruptly from the valley floor.

Roads and logical approaches to this outpost were heavily

boobytraped. To man the position, the companies took turns in

'°ofu:nlsh1ng one platoon at a time. At the time of “the action, the
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At 1120 hours 21 Novémber, the 34 Flatoon of Company F had aff-

Tm_ected relief of the 1st Platoon on the outpost. The men, commanded

' ;L_bY lst. Lt James L. Stone, set to work: immediately further im- : lo%

-._...-_. -

proving and strengthening the exlsting positions, a continuing action

on the outpost.

At 1315, Lt. Stone reported receiving sporadic fire from esti-

mated 76-millimeter artillery which was also observed from the MLR,

- Although the o il ke s perimeter, there were no casual—“

ties. Desultory'enemy artilleny fire continued throughout the after-

g;'noon along the NLR and in the outpost area. e e _ y{ﬁ: :,,Wﬁ;'
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As darkness fell, the perimeter on the outpost was closed,
and the platoon settled down for the night, Reports received
during the early portion of the night were largely negative, con-

tinuing negative until 2200 howrs.

Abruptly, at 2205, the enemy unleashed a tremendous prepar-

atory blrrngews Reports af haavy artillery concentrationn rare

‘L

telephoned to the Battalion CP by all the coapanieo. At 2212

- the outpost repor'hed extramely heavy shelling, and the na.tnre of tbe

barrage indicated that an enemy attack would soon follaw. Some

1,000 rounds struck the outpost in the first terrible fury of the

. barrage. Another estimated 2,000 rounds struck along the MLR,

Landlines blasted by the first terrible fury of the heavy

“7 shelling, the platoon mamming the ottpost was forced to rely 6n ;ﬁ
 'radio commnnicationa. At 2215, Battalion received¢the repﬁrt that v
; the positions were being attacked. Tha hoatlle troopa struck in |
" a tio—pronged asbaulﬁ,.storming the southeast and southwest
j fingers of the hill mass. Hostile artillery had blasted the barbed
“j'ure, md umm of smmg, grsnade-uuoaing Ohi;noec mrned f'

up the slopes, blastlng lanes through the wire with bangalore

torpedoes. The cdefenders, vastly outnumbered, found that the

ircessant blasts of high exnlosives had made many of their auto=-

matic weaponc useless and iropcrative, the operating mechanisms

‘-,"fﬁammed and clogged with earth and gravel. §7l




;.'"t‘o do more. M slmr the advance.’ Et Col. l’alhco arranged roz:‘

further supporting fire from elements of tha d Battalion, 8th

The Ch;nesé came in waves, flinging hundreds of concussion

grenades at the cavalrjmen, who fired rifiea s cnrbipes 'and@wha.t

automatic weapdns they' could muster steadily from their trenches.

At the Comnd Post or t.he 2d Bsttalion, Lieutenant Co;onel

‘Robert B. lullqce, couanding, orde:ed immediate snpporting fire

-
from organic huvy wu.ponu on’ the EB Galibar 5a mhino guna

and TS-miuineter reco,tlleu riflee ‘and ncrrtars fired stoadily,
aking the advénciag hcrdee from the flmks, as tanku, l.ttached

to. wite af txu b;ttaLs,on, uint,ained a stggdy :1:. with thnd.r

e W"vw— Rl
Supporting artillery and ‘mortars threw 2 steady, nercilaaa

%, o ring, °f ﬂ*-eel ind high. e@loa;m around the eabattlad poai‘bion, % g
’ ‘; but t.he tremendonl numbers of enanv involved made it mp"aaib]_e _

Cavalry Regimen* »n the left flank.

WAl AR g g

lzed by artillery it up the vailey ficer, and Zrom

the battalion OP, observers could see the red hell of war coiling

... and swirling below them as the defenders of the outpost main“ained :

a steady, desperate fire. Flare ships were called for and flew

‘,;-\v e PTG mﬁ’ P B ey —iger o ¥ s e cver.




. f'vith the eneny who Feached their Mu, and’ w“l‘fﬁ

back and forth over the proa, drepping their brilliant illuminating

bombs. Supporting artillery fired all available flares in the course

<

6! the action.'

Typical af the unrecsoaing fanatieism of the Chineac soldier,
' the ansmy troopc advanéod.thrudgh tﬁtir dwn- drtillenf Iiré, many
qx them being'blavn to b}ta by thoir gwn shnllss Fr;endly art-

1+ e,

illery tired stetdily until dawn, hummering the assaulting troops.

In the outpost, the men out down the foe~ im windrows. Soon,
the Reds ‘were forced to clamber and claw their way over mounds of

their dead and Iounded comrades in order to move within grenade

A

range of the defender's trenches.'

A P T R g e e ’T"{x'«“ﬁ? T e o VBT

s
¢

Succeeding 'cwea,of ensnr rushdd the posttiuns, and uhile

Despite tﬁe deadly curtain of ateel

#steadily as they adVance&.<

._.which had descended around them, the troopers of Company F closed

B uhand—to-hand combat surged throngh the shallpblasted trenches.

© In the first stagea of the att&ck which was. initially launched
g ('S Chinese batt;lien at- apmximtalg 2215 Hom's, the. enenv had
¥ »hurled an estimted 1, ooorounds of high explbsive into the mrroi,-t_' Jy

@
A%
4t
&



or tb.e platoon. ‘ _
3 . ‘,ul} x_,, R PP o

7. kept on coming.. There"iia?no stOpping them.!' j; .

Two flzne throwers guarded approaches to t.he derensb line

=3

P - g2 S and these were med

with t.eIIing erre'ct, thé livid buraty or

%t

-2

whv' —"qp‘» << meegem, 7

e The platoon had been badly hurt, many men had been killed

eith-» by the nreparatory bvarrage, or during the intense fighting.
But there was not aven time to count the dead or tend to the wounded.
Hard':y had the last Chinese soldier fallen into the wire cradles

telore +“e povlt’orm, to hiang 1lixe sone lLimp, oro‘oe:b*“e rag aolls,

. "n

when thé Chinese agafn p'ba:red a devaétating artillery barrage into

the outpoat' . 3 seft : W ;. £ . a’v_

Not even waiting for the fire to- ll.ft, the Reds committed

another, fresh batte.l:.on into the battle, and tils time, réalizfng
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_ that the defenders were decimated, they attacked from three sides.

.'I'wo sgreq,ming, blodd—ma.d columavatruck in the same. directions g LT

aavancing mmne, mdl:m asaault m aloud, but cnly mmentaruy

o

Only one machine gun now remained operative wit.hin t.he out-

34 e ST TIOR3 -pj‘ "i‘ﬁ-:w-' TR TSR 'at'? A iy M
_;_.,‘“bhe ha,avy teapon a.round tha parimater s bolatering t.he défoﬁsa ¢

that portion of the perimeter which seemed moet gravely threat.ened.

. v . v o &
-.A,s s et T - Sl YR !

e fueld oot Hfle bérrels, ‘and tiiel' éerioiisij woundod jumcd -
clips into magazines and handed the loaded weapons up to their
- ~comrades who were still able to fire at the enemy. The last of
| tro aviomatic viflas bupncd ont in the early morning hours, and
Mthe Crorned roeperl Ly oL Lok n earbinss, ane even sirippec the

bocies of fallen enemy within the perimeter for weapons.

Crazy Chinese would stagger wildly ,to_ the, very muzzles of the
gune, only to fall, their faces a scant _:!’e"lvr.'_i;i\x'ohes;’rrom the men )
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ivho hadxkillod then Eitrig'aiﬁ Lt. Stone frariiicaliy ciea,n;nd

Jammed and clogged veapona ‘and handed them back to his men, al-.
temately propping himself up in the trench and firlng at the

enemy with his carbine. Survivors relate that the young officer

,' = cont.inued to shoyat dira@iom and nmingq to l;is men nntil, weak-

£ right.

ened by losawt blood, w voico grq fainter md fdwur.

i Sap
e
) r _,‘.1.-.A

The ﬂoou et the mpnehu bcca:w slimy in& soggy wtth b!.ood
hnd the bright nercileta ghre of. thq ﬂares lighted 8 socn&of

horror “and earmge visible even frcm the bat‘ba.lion 02., In the .
:tu'k mcm li.gbt of the magnesium tlares,
jeeg, sﬁarply_ .sﬁh&netteﬂ., grapplim in l !‘ig)n ta

,.n :.\

men cbu‘ld bé

Y

t.be qmu,* and

,/*‘u '-‘\

Q@

By 0330, less than ten men remained alive and unhurt, and they

"lhad moved into _a tight defensive perimeter near the top of the hil)ems

and maintaingd the.‘-.r fm uponythu 'advmcing enemy

LA;)

At approxmte}y Oh?&,"‘ the (fmnnisu th-et additinm !brcnl




-~_wanted ta ccntinue the .ﬁ.t‘h‘b. . SRR ’

o 'Sifmﬁ?é, w W cf' “Qﬁqg?mt‘ﬁ; erﬁ ? ina.l‘ly overr
‘the position, relate that the next hour and & half was filled with -

pitifully felv rcnaining‘:"dofenders. Whether by design or through

‘some miscaloulation, aa the hostile forces reached the poslt:.ons

occupied by the aurviving cavalrymen, Chinese artillery huried
an earth-shaking 500 tg 600 rounds TOT directly upon their own
troops. While large numbers of the onexnﬁr fell, the Temainder con-

tinued forward in a fit of seeming madnass unt.il they had cngul!ed
4 o4 2

the last. of the defem{ve rorcu.

2 %

'-;;,

R TAN T after, triendly m-e from the autpost faded ta a sporadic
crackle of amall g,ms, md then died awa,y, almost rclu_ctantly,
"as thm:gh even 'gfca inaniute weapons haﬁ a Apixlt o! their bwn and

.—v..) _)1

ey

For almost two hours, the Reds contjnued their hellish show . . % .w"w

of blood-mad slavering idiocy, kicking and stabbing the bodies of

dead and wounded Americans, lootmg weapons, supplies, ammun-

“"ition and personal belongmgs. Large numbers worked feverishly to

. remove wounded and dead Chinese, whom they carried out of the

IR X

+

"

1 " horror. In ‘the vast charnel house that was once the outpost pas-‘«.

R AR
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\:\ ' ‘ B éérﬁuefér on, liﬁtérs, ﬁfe:!,r’ﬁiibber-'-ahod feat&‘-tx‘eadiné on the
o bodies of the men who iﬁy'in the trenches in mortal agony.
" The wounded da.red not groan. Those who did ware fmmd
1 quickly by the e&;ew soldioro, and were shot -with submachine
- - gnns. ‘l'he slighteot moqmon‘b, ‘t.he talntest %wd wag a'p,ﬁ‘ident
} ta send the .roupa of; en)my into cr&ﬁ orgte!! ot kilii.ng as my
: :,"aprayod th:q aru f:c- whxcb the aound came: lj.m bullau. EY PO
k At m cr o ﬂ taa dop;t.ed whatbsr a v'r ror ahould be del- ‘
y ' }tipn but Lt. Col. lallac&rctnaed ‘bo crdu- it,
ihe enm]" oy 8
TEITEETST e However the supporting Tire which provided a ring of stesl T T
" arourd the outpost was maintained without letup.
o The surviving wounded prayed for the coming of dawn. The
Reds continued tc move their dead and wounded from the scene of
, P . battle, r'agi:i'.'l' th& ‘ﬁzéoopetsz who.. rmi.ned"a*livﬁ. Gbnsarvatiﬁvely opt— -
: imated that the ériemy had taken oVer 200 of t.héir own. dead and )
e B y‘wounded away 'Iit.h then 5 il i g, B ;» s & " N R X
The hours until dawn passed in what seemed like years to the
men who lay in the bitter cold, their torn and shattered bodies __
'in a welter of blood and debris. Gradually, the blood-lust ot the'
LI ; j""“ ratiys = 4
oy o V(:'.:". g% :'




= © Chinese died awdy, andishortly before the first light of the

new day would bf'eakupén t.he scene ot c&rnaga,'"tfhey.uithdrew.

Before daybreak, Lt. Co]. Wallace diSpaichcd a strong pitrol
'_to the outpost, lad by lat Lt. Charlas F Cp.rlton, Qo. Gy con-
Wta&a Th&ph&trol;eterudt}n

S
A

;;autpout at lppraximatd.j oem hours.; Only qhen ‘the’ patrol had

cone iithin c],ogo rtﬁgg_‘a‘f &bg :mtpo:t \taa fhe suppor‘bing nrtil—

al lery fire lifted on order of the patrol leader. |

Here, men. brolb dm and” wept at the sight of destruction,

death and horror which faced them. The entire ..hill, mass g crater—

LT e gt Ty g Y PR
5 5 b ;
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‘ground and caught like flles in a splderweb on the barbed wire,

.'t‘xeir wide staring eyes giving no indication of the ferocious,

"

Godless cruelty which possessed them in life,

Hands trembling with mixed emotions of pity and horror, the

il : .-troopera moved swirtly to- ,ranove and a:.d the ‘wounded who lay in”
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feroc:.:ty of &be hand-t.o-lund cmblt. lnother h2 rminad "ithin

""*‘?’ is"‘*lb "" '

Au.",?

| enemy or grappling with Chinese in the positioas. Bight mon.,

) including the gallant Lt. Stone, were missing, cu'riad away by

P

]

the memy - -' : : - ) 7. 1' v\l" . ‘f 3 ;' )| & 3

7

_ w : : ZLEN = e o
T Sy B TP et I Vs oy
' “For more than Be¥ “hour's, 1,8 mer M4 held a positidn tg&lnst
more than t.wo battal:.ons of enemy. The casualtles they ha.d

4, 160 :bo 20Q had been ca,rz-ied Eway during the night. Sco;'es md

even hundreds oi’ others lay in’ sm-rounding draws and depressions

in the groun~ in erovrs of L ancd 7. At leart I 0N0 bnstila

soldiers had been wounded by the withering blasts of fire directed

upon themn.

Prisoners of war taken later oonfirlcd that two ent:!.re

Chinese battalions had been engaged m the tvo ;ssanlta, md
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that the defending platoon had killea cr woundea the overwrnelmirg:

malority of the atta-«<ing troops.

Outnimberec 20 tc 1, the 3d Platoon of Company F hac fousht

4]

a valiant batlle, refusing to retrest or surrendar ar.d had added

a glorious page of courage and determination above and beyond the

call of duty to the annals of American Miiitary iHistcry.

Battered by artillery, decimated, forced to rely only on small
arms, grenades and their bare fists, the men had held of f a vastly
superior force of enemy for a protracted periodb And, although,
they were ultimately overrun, they had made the enemy's dubious
victory so costly that the foe was forced to retire without

exploliting or consolidating his gain.

In the words of the battalion commander, "No group of men

has ever fought more gallantly."



HEADQUAKTERS
2D BATTALION, <TH < AVALRY REGIMENT

"SUBJECT: Distinguished Unit itatic

THRU : Channels
 TO: Commanding General
Eighth United States Army
APO 301

1. Under the provisions of AR 260-15, it is recommended that the 3d
Platoon, Company F, 8th Cavalry I.-girent, lst Cavalry Division, be awarded the
. Distinguished Unit Citation for a-*ion against the enemy on 21-22 November 1951,

2. The following pert..ent i.formation is furnished:
a. Operations orders given verbally by the Battalion Commander.

b. Copies ci Daily Unit Joerations Kevor<s and Battalion (rera-
“urms Lo cer che per od TL<EE Nower er o unvloge

c. K- her stow.ng disrnsition. of enemy and friendly trocps,
- S * .

oy 5 o — - 2 g
P DORIING S ERL - I S | I LEGGLLE LIPLSUR @Ry Lerenge arys Lhns

closed and letiered a thru f.
d. A map of the area in which the action took place is inclosed:{:

3. Casualties sustained by enemy and friendly troops for the period
are as follows: :
a. Enemy, It is to be noted that final count of enemy dead was

made only in th» area immediately surrounding the outpost and
within the def~nsive verimeter itself. Due to continuing hos-
tile artillery and mortar fire which swert the surrouncding
draws and vaiieve, i* was cecnsidered too cangerous to crder
ratrols cut ¢ ~cunt erery dead which lay strewn in these places
.Touing tanks which moved short distances from the outpost ,
lncstion parced many eremy dead. Tank commanders rerorted that
LFi1 ese ccrpces . 1yiny in proups of five er six and lightly
coverec with earth or leaves were comorviace. | €35e, LOW,LVEr,
were not tallied in the count whichk was Torwarded tco o - rent,
Cnly those bodies which lay in the rerimeter anc in ar-as
immediately adjacent theretc were countea and reported, Fatrols
dispatched on succeeding cdays continued to report locating
large numbers of enemy dead. In addition, it should be noted
" that the Chinese removed large numbers of their dead after
overrunning the position.

) . , ‘. 3 " Ki1led (Counted, see above): 195
s g -~ ' Estimated (See above): 350
Total ’




4 A "‘!5";‘;‘.
BRACED v i i
& . 7'§ 5 e s
Bl , TR
: Woundsd (Estlmated., based on 5 k.
Survivors' statements and:
o * s POW :Lnterrogatviog) o o0
' Total Enemy Casualties : 1545
b. Friendly Casualties: _
Rilled: ~ R T
Wounded: .16
Missing: . = 8
SPOMET e agEl e R L8 . (Mote that platoon
- e T e T 0 N E T guffered 100%
' casualties)
b There were no units other than tha 3d Platobn, Company F, 8th .
Gavalry Regiment assigned, attached or present for duty during the action for which‘
__ recMndatim f,og award 1is being made.

Wy - TR i ' i 5 The rollowmg addluonal data is furnished.

L Enemy Weapans destroyed:

& Unkncnm

1.

Sk et s ,,,h....‘Enemy Wea.ppns captured: - oo g R
304 Trenades
5 Sw-mec ine 7uns (unusable)

16 "Eurb" -uns (unusable)

an v (urueable)
. capaglors Torvecdoes
17 hussian style carbines

Ceey mhetale
S'c. “Qtrer enemy materiel captured: . .- =%

. 5L Chinese type entrenching tools
6 Chinese winter jackets v v_
~ 1 Soviet book printed in Chinese e

e

- d. Terrain: Hilly
e. Weather: Clear and cold. 2
: f. Morale of Platoon: Excellent. gy © o ' i

. ge . Yorale of inemy: Excellent,

‘ _ i, " Strenedh of Tnemy: A4 least two fnll battalions of infantry
£ T - e . . ®r Laler conflrmed by POY interrogation, supported by heavy
R i T W U Carsillery, mobile or pack ‘ontzers, mortars and tanks. L

= ;
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"

ticipating unit and a Narrative. of Action covering the period for which award is

6,

being made.

" EnQny Tactics: To assault, overrun and.seiie autpost.

k. Location: Coordinates CT268-337, vicinity Sokkogae, Map
sheet 6628 IV

1. Strength of Company F was as follows:
(1) 21 November 1951: Officers: 6; Enlisted 137.
(2) 22 November 1951: Officers: 5; Enlisted 1L9.

There are inclosed herewith a Proposed Citation naming the par-

ROBERT W. WALLACE
Lt Colonel Infantiry
Commanding

.4,

ek e L
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W 4 Bk’ S i o ) 2}y November 195’1
ACTION COVERING PERIGD FHDH 202200 HOURS ﬂOV 1951 TO 210815 EOURS 1951

"

At 202200 Nov 1'§"51 2nd ﬁr‘x‘ééﬁﬁ"pésium vic CT. 2680338 aspebd By 1 Flatoon
of F Co was attacked by est 2 Eti Battalions (Latar eoaflrmed by captured PW).

g Attack was preceded by a hea barrage of nortar, a.rtlllery and tank fire,
The enemy's first attack wave was launched from the south and the east simultan-
sously, overrunning friendly. positionsy . The enemy Jumped imto.friemdly trenches
_and after hand-to-hand combat; the: enemy was ejetted. The enemy continued shell-
ing OPLR positiom with mortar and artillery as their infantry withdrew. At

-0200 hours the ennzy fired another heavy barrage of mortar and artillery fire of
~about 30 minutes’ duration. .Yhe enemy then cémmifted their reserve Battalion in

w12 ~"their second attack wave,. The attack appeared to be launched from three sides

" ‘the North, Fast and South with the main effort coming from the north. The enemy
in their first attack,; succeeded in gaining a foot held on the OPLR hill mass at’
CT 265-335 and from there they rupported by AW fire this second attack. In their

" . second attack the enemy completely overra: friendly positions. In each assault .

- whe enemy attacked through their own artillery fire. The enemy remaimed on the .
H—’LR nosition from 0300 to Oh’f) 8ine +h.s neriod to evacuate their dead and

comdoed and oolil @ eim o eo. v, s cthich Lime the it withrrew,

E D‘nring the period 202200 Nov 1951 to 210h30 Nov 1951 the 2nd Bn_sector
“sTreceived a4 Total of about J500 rds of mixed Wortar, , _arti]le:‘r ~tank fire, 7
2500 rounds of which fell on OPLR positions. j

Fnemy artillery cut large gaps in friendly defens:.ve wires creating corrldora
of entry into friendly OPLR perimeter. -

:, At 0630 hours a friendly tank infantry patrol departed to secure OPLR. At
0815 hours, OPLR was secured by friendly elements.

"Results "of action:

Counted En KIA 195 ( L7 of which were found :Lns:.de OPLR perineter)
Estimated 200en KIA's and 1000 WIA's

Friendly KIA , WIA , MIA : AL
Enemy equipment sighted and policed by friendly patrol is as follows 3

306 enemy grenades
8 sub-machine guns (useable) '
16 un-usable burp guns (knocked out by arty)
1 destroyed bren gun
23 hangalore torpedos




e

17 Russian type carbines (nostly destroyed)
3 Destroyed Mauser pistels s
Sl Chinese type entrenching tepls iy

1 Soviet book (printed in Chiness)

() Chinasa winte# Jackets . cov&ed tit? blood
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ST ci'rmon ron Aumer THR DISHT

THE 3D PLATOON, COMPANY F, 8th Cavalry Regimant 1st Cavqlry Divis ion, United
Statea Army, is cited for outstanding perfomnce of d&ty and extraordinary
heroism in action against the enenw near Chobakkol, Korea, on 21-22 November 1951.
While occupying an outpost ( 1500 hundred yards ) ahead of the Main Line of Re-
sistance, the 3d Platoon of Cbmpaﬁy F, consisfing of one afficer and 47 enlisted
men was attacked by two ful,l ba.t.ulim of enew troops. Subjectad to an intense
. preparat.ory barrage which blssted gaps {n-the barbed wire obatacles around the
.. outpost perimeter, the platoon held firn againat fanatn.cal attacks by swarms of the
_enemy. Despite tremendous loeses inflictod upon thm By the Anerican troops, the
“'..Ch.nese continued to pour high exploalvu md len into the perimeter. Completqu i
" cut off from aid, the pl‘atoon continued to fight with unbelievable courage and
i amination, although its losses were heavy and its automatic weapons were made

= oerative by artillery blasts. Pighting hand-to-hamd in the complete darkness /- ,

N — < S T L w R o - . & e T—— - - D - achadie s ST SR e T R e T rod

© 2% a bitter cold night and earTy g&rni'ng, the pl?t'oon"}e;;ulsed one threat » and
~ued to hold in a last ditch stand against a renewed assault by a fresh
c-mannai.on of enemy supported by massed artillery. With only ten men remaining,
~pr g7 centinued to resist the hostile onslaughts, until the position was ‘
~omp.a2tely overrun in a final melee of hand-to-hand fighting, and the platoon ha.d :

s1.°feved one hundred percent casualties. In its gallant stand of more than six'

“hours, the 3D PLATOON, COMPANY F, had inflicted over 500 killed and more than

1,000 wounded casualtiés upon the enenw. In its gallant defense, it had, in turn n
1ost 2ly men killed, 16 womdod and one officer and seven men nissing in action,
- . The nnhelievable heroisn and tanacity o.f this nni'a, in ibs i.nmpid stand aga,inxt

a rmnerically vastly supeiioi- enuy ocused heav lﬂoss to the enm, and preventod

e o8 frm consolidating ”d m“m@ it’ gain and cmtrollﬁ!s tha str&'begic- ;
ally-vital outpost p“j_tm Ly ¥ % , ;
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HRADQJARTERS 15T CAVALRY DIVISION
APO 201

:!E '
QENERAL ORDERS) QJGPY 12 Tabruary 1952
. .

'0 ° * ° 6‘)
AYARDS OF T3EB SILVER 3TAR

By direction of the President, wiisr the proviazioneg of $h~ act of Congreas
spproved 9 July 1918 (9D ) 43, 1918 and pursrant to suthority containad in
AR 8048 the 3ilver Star for gallan??y im ao%ion i3 avarded o tae following
vazed emlistead man:

e R LR R

Company F, 8th Cavalry Regimsnt, lst Cavalry Dlvision, is cited for gellasantry in
action against an armed snemy on 21 - 22 Novamber 1951, usar Sonbyck, Xorsa. The
Chinese precedsd the attack on Company F's cuitpost area with an intense concentra-
tion of artillery and mortar fire which cut gaping hnlas in the barbad wire an-
tanglements around the friendly positlens. Az the nostile troops assaulted
through the bresaks in the wire, Privats STONE fired with deadly accuracy, taking
a heavy toll in dead and wounded. theugh wounded himself, Private BSTONE diaplayed
remarkable courage by remaining at hils post and firing hie weapon, The Chiness
were forced to withdraw without penetrating the friendly perimetsr, but a shors
time la%er they attacked again, valkixg through thelir own mortar and artillery
fire in their fanatical dstermination ta erpture the frismdly positions- Tria
time, the enemy assaulted in overvhell ng numbers, over running Private STCNE's
position. His gallantiry reflects greut credit on hinself and the military serv-
ice. Entered foderal ssrvice from North Dakota.

Private Tirst Class FLOYD L. STONE, U355110486, Infartry, United Statss Aruy,

ans L L sas

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL HARROLD:

CFFICIAL: NORMAN MOORE
Colonel, General Staff with Troops
Chief of Staff

Le A. HERRON % 'Q\
Lt Col, AGKC XY
9

Adjutant General
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