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EX-PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE
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5. Summary of eveénts from time of entry into seZvice and until just

prior to capture or entering status as a POW?
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6. Unit, Country, time, area, weather, etc., at time, evept occurred
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s Describe military or other events that resulted in your POW status?

8. Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were

involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What type of personnel
(military or civilian) took control of you?

2 p Were you able to hide or escape? If so, tell what happened. Where
did you hide? Food? Clothing? Water? Weather? Sleep? etc.

10. How did your escape end? Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by
enemy? PR LR o ittt (I 5 et L ‘.__j- st 3

~

11. Could you describe in sequence the various places you were inter-
: rogated and the methods of questioning the enemy used?



12. Did you have a weapon on yours 1f when you were captured? Did it
effect your treatment? J : 3 4/éa“()
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13. Were you at any time considered a civilian or an enemy spy or a '

wrong nationality? If Wow did this fect your treatment?
oA il o m RL sz &

l4. When captured or escaping, what clothing or equipment were you
wearing? What changes did the enemy make in your clothing?

RRATIA

15. What was your first food you received after your capture and what
was your food from that date on?;%nd4yiiarﬂ_ﬂ

16. Did your nationality, religion, or race have a bearing on your
treatment from the enemy?

/%WL/C_.,

17. What was your impression of your captors? Were they arrogant,

considerate, professional, troubled, conffi:i;ﬁz::i:;zj etc.?




18. Were you alone or with others? How many? Same unit? Other units?

Other serviges? Other natlo 1li 3 etc ?
7(75,( "J/'&\-&, C@ y {14 |
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19. At time of your capture, did you have higher or lower ranking persons

with you? Did the difference in rank effect wou?
//Q/¢L414«€ 4a:25;;k4ft;zél

20. Following your capture, how did you feel about your family at home,
and at what po;nt or time did you feel they probably knew about your

POW status?
P 2l Muf //{4#LL
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21. When did you receive your first letter, package or information that
your family knew of your capture?

UMY SR Y

22. 1In regards to your interrogation or questioning--was this conducted
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have special or
skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? How long were
you there? Then where did you go?
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23. How did you feel the war .was going when you were captured?
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Did_you think you would eventually get home

M 77/4514 {(///47%

Did you have an opportunity to observe the enemy in combat training,
camp, or moving from one place to another?
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26. Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture’ What was
done about your injury or illness followi g your capture?
g ~ 2 A:;?///’
275

At your permanent camp or camps, would you describe your conditions.
Food?

Living area? Beds? Food ration? Health? Water? Weather?
Number of men? Guards? Size and location of camps° i

Organization
in camp by enemy anjV;y U8 forces’



28.

294

30.

31.

32.

While in your permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the
war? What did guards say about the ending of the war?

DD

If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please describe your
daily transportation, work, food, punishment, etc.?

Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the, enemy or

friendly military actlon° “/é2;££44£:£%2%;)
yogéu ,mll W

11 or counting procedure in camp?

P i S

What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? Weapons? Number?
Service, etc.?

Could you describe




33. Could you describe your camp? Size? Fences? Guard towers?

Latrine? Ration distribution? Hours? Lock-up? Heat?
Recreation, etc.?

34. Could you describe the men close to you or the men you knew best?
How did you get along with them?

e D /%7/&@ WL



35,

36.

3l

38.

Could you tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the
medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp?

Az &}&;”’/‘ﬁ

Were any prisoners killed in camp or taken from camp and disappeared?

(‘x

Could you describe the ration or fo distribution system? How
much? Fresh, canned, stale, dried, etc.? Local foods, Red Cross
parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians?

Describe the type of work or responsibilities you were assigned
within the camp from friendly or USA prisoners?




39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp?

Your health? Age? Faith in U.S. Armed Forces? Relig&g&? Family?
Aid from other prisoners? —

—_— o ™~

40. Did any prisoners become mentally sick or irrational in camp and
were they removed? ;;%k*l ffjb&idLv227é’_

4l1. Did you have any secret radios, newspapers or outside news sources

in camp from which you received information? What information did
the enemy give you?

i

42. Did you have any serious illness in camp?

43. Did you have any riots in camp?
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44. How did you first know that war was coming to an end?

[« ww&ov /%M— Al by

45. What were some of the trlcks ou played on guards?

be_ ik caly

46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others
that you have knowledge of or direct information about?

e vene o 20 @ppkilits,
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47. Were you ever bombed Z riendly 02 Z?emy aircraft?

48. Describe any special train or ship trip you took while a prisoner?
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49. When were you close to death or felt all was not worth living and
you probably would die or be killed?

50. Could you tell about any special religious observances by the enemy
or special occurance when they relaxed or tightened security rules?

o @fagha ot

51. Would you describe in detail any particular holiday, if observed,
by enemy or prisoners, such as, New Years or Christmas.

1% st

52. How did you feel about food in camp? How did enemy food agree with
you? What was food? What were utensils? What did you make to eat
with? Pots, pans, cups, plates? '

pa dery
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54.

55.

Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your
area? Civilian camps?

In reference to your mind or yourself, how do you feel you held up
in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria,
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other men in camp?

How do you feel you and others were able to live without nervous
breakdowns? 7 8 j

/%&{Q L'/\Z%J

How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted while in enemy
hands? Please do not name an individual by name if you feel their
behavior was not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself.



56.

57,

58.

2.9,

60.

6l.

Towards the end of the war, what were first signs that the war was
coming to an end in our favor?

How did the enemy guards or administrative personnel treat you towards
the end of the war or when it was apparent the enemy would lose the

-~ e ?/%4’4/‘/ =

Could you describe how your POW status ended?

When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything

at e end of the war? | % ngﬁ%

Carnll N : :‘Aﬁ\@’&’%

What did the American staff at the camp do at the end of the war?

At the end of the war, where did you move? What was your food?
Your health? Your morale?



62. Could you describe some of the confusion that took place when you

were liberated at the end of the war? Time, place, friendly or
enemy forces involved, food, health, morale, POW discipline in

camp, contact with U.S. military forces, etc.?

63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened?

Did you move as
an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus? Where did you go,
to another U.S. camp?

Wi e tel WAQ_Z&_M/M
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64. What happened at your camp prior to returning to the States? Did

U.S. military officials interrogate you, examine you physically,
give you food, clothing, etc.?

to gt s
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65. How, when and where did you arrive back in the United States? Did
you stay at some camp? Did you 99 homeﬁQy train?
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66. What things today remind you of prison life in your day to day living?
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67. Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your

POW days?

68. Do you have a picture of yourself prior to being a POW, preferably
a picture in uniform? Do you have a picture of yourself following
the war? Do you have a picture of yourself and your family recently
taken, or taken within recent years? Any or all of these pictures

would be appreciated. The wil%ﬁbe returned to you after we have
made copies of them. %—W - W"-—-
ﬂ%bb MMWM % a /?)/ w
69. Do you have any copies of telegrams from the War Department or the
U.S. Government regarding your becoming a POW? Or your release,

or war time status as a POW? These or copies of these would be
appreciated. If you wish them returned, they will be sent back

A pn%,e . s oy o
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70. Do you have any letters or copies of letters you sent home or
received from home during war or during period you were a POW?
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will
be returned if you so indicate in your reply. '

71. A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a few
articles they may have made, been given or in some way secured in
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp regulations,
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans or pots,
special cans used in camp, small tools, etc. If you have any of
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desire they
could be sent with this report and we will take a picture of them
and return them to you if you so desire.

72. The above guestions or suggestions are limited and vou may write
or explain many items not included; i?erefore, feel free to express
yourself in any manner you desire.



UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC

October Z8, 1943.

Address Reply To _Zox 349

Bainbridss, Gsorzia.

Corporal George F. Venger (A3N 37291809)
3th Co. 1lst 3.T.R. (IS3C)

fort Benning, Georgia.

Dear Gesorge:

Your letter of Cctober 25, 1943, came to my attention last
evening when I returnsd from a trip spent in area work for thae
“ational Catholic Community Service. I started out early yes-
terday morning, in fact, left Bainbridge at 5:30 A.il. I was
very busy all day, and when I returned to Bainbridgs last eve-
ning I was more or less tired, and thersfore not in the mood
for anything practically but rest and relaxation.

Wnen your letter was read by me I lost all my tired feel-
ing and my spirits were raised greatly.

I do not know when I received a letter that was more
pleasing and satizfying to me than your letter above referred
to.

lirs. Ryan and I are very grateful to you for the kind ex-
pressions regarding what pleasure and entertainment we gave you
personally while you were visiting in Bainbridge. Iiay tell you
that that is just what we are employed for by National Catholic
Community Service, and all because of the wording of your letter
I want you to know that I am having exact copies of your letter
made and am forwarding them in support of my Statistical Report
at the close of this month.

I am very glad indeed to learn that your entire trip during
your furlough was so pleasant, and now that you have returned to
your assigned base for further work in your squadron, we feel
sure that you will be able to carry on satisfactorily to your-
self and to the Army personnel. We know that the members of the
Armed Forces have been worked long hours and that their work is
tedious and tiresome. The Army officials know that, too, and I
assure you that I have reason to believe that they are very
happy when they have the opportunity to grant furloughs to the
men, for they know that they must have relaxation and a little
play, so to sp=sak. o )

We will be very happy indeed to have you visit us agaln at
any time, and assure you we will extend ourselves to make your
stay with us pleasant, and one that you may jot down in your

memory book. _ |
THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS ¢ THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICE ¢ THE SALVATION ARMY ¢ THE
YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS ¢ THE JEWI§H WELFARE BOARD ¢ THE NATIONAL TRAVELERS AID ASSOCIATION

Uusois FINANCED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THROUGH THE NATIONAL WAR FUND
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G E R M AN CAMOUFLA C E—Brmsh Second Army froops, entering Hamburg, took the huge
Blohm and Voss aircraft works (above), covered with camouflage nets.

Two—Campaign Vets Will Not
Be Sent To Pacific Theatre

REDEPLOYMENT Fresh Water Was Xmas

PlSLﬁll:]}OEl;ﬁVR}\“YY Feast For Local Soldier

eonmonsvs me vex HEld As Naz1 Prlsoner

SHOULD NOT BE EXPECT-
ED TO FIGRT THidD
CAMPAIGN

a5 DAYS IN BOXCARS
WITHOUT FOOD — LIVED

By ROBERT EUNSON ON SNOW

Paris —(AP)— The U. 8. ar-|  Aqcr Jong months of anxious
my’s vasts redeployment plan 101 y.1ing and of reading the ter-
:h ift fighting men from EE“?!JE:J‘iDEE stories of German prison
o 1 Pacific began operation| aq.,pe “+12 family in Mandan is
on swarday, following an an-!..:5iciny this week for their son
ouncement by Gen. Eisenhower ang prother, Cpl. George Wen-
hel combal troops who _Son'f'd'gs:-, has returned to his home.
yoth in North Africa Iaa:i Europe  Cpl Wenger was a prisoner of
would no:‘have to fight in the {ne Germans for 6 months, and
Japanese theater, veturned to his home Wednesday

“We must be sure,” Gen. Eisen- | He is, to the best knowledge of
sower wrole to generals of his the Pioneer, the first liberated
-ommand, “that no soldier is German prisoner to return to
ent to the Pacific who has Mandan.

‘cught- in both North Africa and | THIN AND TIRED

Surope. | Cp!l. Wenger is thin, and looks
“1s may be thzt sore soldiers|tired and atl the p-e.Sent time he!

ot have  nas & bad cold, but he is deugm-

;ufficier.‘. points to be eligitle ’r\‘-lc‘u to be home. He says they a

lischarge. However, men [rived in New York at night, bht CPL. GEO. WENGER

should be retained in the Fur. even so, it was the thrill of his

ypean theater for occupation, as|life. The liberated pnsoners c.=me

hev should not be requi ired t0|m the states partly by air and'

ight another campaign.” parilv by ship. He ig at the home

Uppermost factor in .the oper-|of hig motner, Mrs. Barba“m,
ation of the redep;oxrrent plan, | Wenger. He has four sisters, Mrs. YANKS FREED
:aid Lt. Gen. Lucius D. Clay, de- Louis Tokach of St Anthony; L

suty military governor of the U.|Mrs. Robert Pitzer of rural Man-
. group control council, was "tl"elﬂa‘n Mrs. Anton Zenel, rural AT p AN‘:““N

Al dnens m=mAd A e e 3 T

n this categery will

R

_|head preliminary to Eden’s im-
' There were reports he would fly
i [b\ way of Washington, stopping
| off there long enough to call on

| TRUSTEE PROBLEM

SUCH  LIEALITD MauvLs Couwas R
each other emergency assistance
against an aggressor but then the
projected world security council
would be empowered to take con-
trol of the situation.

CHEERS SMALL NATIONS

Officials said this plan should
allay the fears of small nations
that the council might not give
them quick enough protection in
an emergency. And, they felt it
would not weaken the overall
authority of the world agency to |
handle situations endangering the |
peace. i

Secretary of State Stettinius
discussed the compromise Amer- |,
ican plan with Foreign Secretary
Eden last night in an effort to
begin obtaining a big-power
agreement along the same line.
Stettinius reports back to a del-
egation meeting today at which
final U. S. accord on the formula
is slated.

The reaction of Latin Ameri-
can leaders battling here for an
independent security S}Stem in
thlS hemlspnere remains to be

TY-—i,,— ::u...-« ]

1eaders were hopeiul the self- de-"
fense theory would meet their;
approval.

The Eden-Stettinius talk is al- !
so understood to have covered a
| general review of the conference
|work to date and problems a-

! minent departure for London.

President Truman.

One of the still unsclved pro-
blems is that of providing inter-
national supervision for trustee-
ship governments of lands taken
from enemy countries in the two
world wars. Britain and the
United States are near agree- |
ment on the United States con-
tention that areas suitable for
military base development should
be given into exclusive contrcl
of the governments which oper-
ate the bases.

On the same problem, Russia in
an amendment submitted to the
trusteeship committee of the con-
ference sided entirely with the
United States. Russia also went

Ve wwritle s B el -
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ing force to bring the war a-
gainst Japan to a quick end.”
2,000,000 DISCHARGES

Troops which have amassed
suificleat points based on ser-
vice, dependents and decorations,
will be discharged. When the
scores are tabulated they will be
sent to the war depariment,
whnich will determine what score
will be low enough to permit the
ralease of 2,000,000 men while re-
taining the 6,268.000 necessary to
fight Japan and occupy Ger-
many.

Some Ainerican service troops
already were moving toward the
French ports, for the beginning
of the long journey to the Pacif-
ic area. Combat troops will be-
gin moving in about six months.

It
army knows the names of the
men who will be sent home un-
der the point system. General
Eisenhower's letter said “when
the bell rings we must be pre-

(Cuntinued oo vage )

British Prepare to
Invade Malaya

Calcutta, May 12 —(AP)—Bri-
tish forces, operating from new-
ly-won Rangoon launched air
and land attacks Friday to clear
tae way for an invasion of Thai-
land and Malaya. Other forces
continued to advance south from
Prome in the face of some enemy
opposition.

Fourth British corps headquar-
ters announced that the British
troops had counted 16,370 slain
Japanese in their drive through
Burma.

[to the POW camp at Ziegenheim.

will be 45 days before the!

et I R T P e

gram of Seattle. He also has two
brothers, Fred who is in Flasher,
and Vernon ai home.
CAPTURED DEC. 19

Cpl. Wenger entered the ser-
vice in July of 1942. He was sent
overseas in September of 1944.
He was captured by the Germans
during the battle of Luxembou:g,|
known at the Battls of the Bulge |
December 19th, 1944. He was first
taken to Bad Ord_. where he was
for a month, and then was taken

He wag in the, 20th armored divi-
sion and shipped out from Camp
Campbell, Ky.

It is hard for Cpl, Wenger to|
tallk about his experiences, as
they are still too vivid. He tells,
however, of being marched 80
miles after they were first cap- |
tured. and then placed in box
cars wherg they were held with-
out food or water for days.
The men in those box carg lived
on snow, he says, and on Christ-
mas Day some Russians workmg
as slave laborers managed to give
them some fresh water, and that
was their Christmas feast. The
train then went slowly and the
men lost between 25 and 40
pounds on the miserable diet,
which consisted of: Breakfast, a
cup of ersatz coffee or harb tea;
Lunch, a canteen of soup made of
dehy drated split peas, spinach,
and spuds; and dinner, one sixth
of a loaf of hard bread with one
pat of margarine for six men.
NO MAIL ‘

The men in this camp, accord-
ing to Cpl. Wenger, received no
Red Cross boxes during their en-
tire imprisonment, but shared

(Continusd op- page 9)
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tnat a specuﬂ council sh
established in the propos
peace league to head up t!
teeship system.

Russia said the council
include the Big-Five pou
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Rangoon—(AP)—T-x i B S l
army air forece officers and 19 en-
listed men, abando :*:1 ‘w the
Japanese as unfit to k& away
from the Rangoon Ceniva isonm,

were evacuated May 4 by permanent members, whi
15th Indian corps whi . had se-|would give it about 18
cupied the Burma . .pisul o »zmber nations in com
night before. J +h the 13 to 15 membe

With the Ame B ‘lously contemplated.
hind were 29 B- : ’

venty five other Ai:.:i:
cers and men
prisoners of war

British Resent
v Yank Treatment

were

m

by the Japanese Agp j.:n al; .

withdrawal northwa.d tavard In- Of Goerlng

sein, where most if .ot _:1_1 were

believed rescued by t-o-cs of the|  London — (AP) — The

British 14th army. Chronicle said Saturday t
John Tan--tw, 29 | ports of the reception

Sgt. Major
of Eire, a member of

hal Hermann QGoerin

]

|Inniskilling Fusiliers 7 ccived on his surrender to
| spent three years ard 14 day S. seventh army had ange:
the prison said the J 2 used | British people.

ol The editorial said the
| particularly were angered

were | report that Brig. Gen. !
| Stack of the U. S. 36th @
shook Goering’s hand.

(An Associated Press d:
from Kutzbuhel, Austria, o
9 said both Gen. Stack an
Gen. John E. Dalquist, 36t
ision commander, were t
when Goering was receive
dispatch mentioned a han
ing ceremony, but the pri
were not identified.)

“Once and for all,” satd t
itorial, “Hermann Goering
evil, cruel, murderer to
justice must be done. B
he is fat, he is not kind; b
he laughs he is not mercif
his record he is a criminal.

The editorial was e

“refined torture”
the prisoners,

He said new airivals
thrown into solitary confinement
and kept without water until they
were too weak to respond to or-
ders, providing excuses for airo-
cities by being unable to move.

The Irishman said in three
vears 1,000 prisoners had died of
beri-beri and dysentery.

Wing Cmdr. L. V. Hudson, 29,
Sydney, Australia, said the pris-
oners often were kept in solitary
confinement for months and the
“only change of clothing they
had was when someone died.”

Lt. Lional F. Coffin (0751537
of 405 East Fourth St., Duluth,
Minn., a B-29 pilot often led the
prisoners in prayers. The Japan-
ese taok away a Bible one of the
men had.

“Shaking Hands With Muz
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de. On the cow market . e j ine I v . .
yalues were weakdt% 25‘% f,g;eﬁg :?:f: ntc{leﬁg‘al%%% S'I};r:r“essfe;f 14 and runs through July 7. st%;::u:; chlsg.ﬁ L e ] T

.all except goo eef L )\ 51 ; i % | 15
-r};ich_ sold ful‘l{hr ste§dy£ é‘_ln” 930,000 & week ago. Fresh Water Xmas #|Ave. and 2nd St. N. W. par A
1d uneven oughou T - : e cér :
J, good beef offerings | WEATHER Feast for Local Man | FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH | nes

steady, other grades|Or - —C | 1 : & . ) . and First St. N. W.| mil
%eto fully 50c ofg Top| North Dakota: Partly cloudy Held as Nazi Prisoner Elghtho A:;e Aann q F;t p 5: L try
2 week on slaughter wiéch widgly tsca.ttﬁ{ed shtqwers (Continued trom Page 1) < nd‘ -May 1\:31 , Pasto fix-

hed 17.256 for two|today an onight; continue . : i unday, : : anc
-'m}?;ice 1328 and 1721 lb.{cool tonight; Sunday partly Red Cross !:mxes with the French Sunday school and Bible| ing
5 : - e ; Y| POW. interned at the sams camp.

A few choice heifers cloudy, little change in temper S : 2 ived | classes 9-45. che
6.00. Good beef cows ature; low tonight 30 east 50 40 Cpl. Wenger at no time receive Morning worship 11:00 off,
at 12.00-13.50. Common | west De—tian, any mail from home either. Ebtngiicn: 4F Motﬁer;s Da fo1
dium cows went at 97 vaasE W aeal By devious methods of fooling ervance o ¥l o

; Ws and victory in Europe.
anners and cutters 6 the guards some of the PO Soecial Bl e K
sod beef bulls bulked 7 /_' managed to construct a radio, and | | Special music by the 5€ 1or str:
50, a few up to 14 . - / N el with this were able to tell when Ju}nol: choirs. L i Bo:
. and good sausage W&v Lex - ) the Sixth army was advancing.| v unior Luther League devo;

t 10.00-12.00. Good 2 : 7 ; tional and social, Monday, 7:30. |FLO(
s ; ; 5 7 LJ:ZA‘-L . | The German guards got fidgety 1 C h h o
gbealeggm‘;vrforg a;tdead (’.’/u’tfz« g K- 7 2 j and ordered a mass evacuation of da?ren'il'OBrO choir rehearsal, urs- g;
ek i : sy (s |the prisonerg to take place on g ek o _ .

5 i t . i - Co
.&iferzﬁindogggge?s L »d.,ZL-/L/ ‘&Lg{ F Good Friday. ‘ 4lé]‘cl;1mor choir rehearsal, Friday,
and steady, a few c Q ’_7/ /F’ [ The French and British prlSOE- .Cénfirmation class, Saturday A
steers going at 1 / % ers didn’t complain, but the A-|_. - ’ —_
v /Z‘*'e ‘] /KM, ALY mericans were led by a medical | 10:00. 3 Re
prices were uncha ,;,_/ZL,- %s officer, and told all the Americans PRESBYTERIAN CHUR re
ceiling. Most of the | 1)44\7{ Vg &-8 Cevame s, |to complain of sickness and stage GE W. St : ; i EH _ dox
nd gilts on offer gr N ﬁ & (2] a mass sick call. Some collapsed . W. ewar . 51:1 e 3 Bi
nd chmqehand 1}3.145 . R E; ‘E& lon the floor, some ate scap and Sunday school, 9:45 a.m. e
1 all W_Eg ;i’ 1‘;75‘3; W g AWRAR (X Lol | foamed at the mouth, everyone| Morning worship 11 A. M.
:gshé ‘firm with Q Pt had some ailment to camplain of. OAngh?m;’ Lord Open Thou|=—
=4 and choice wei (L AL The Cerman commandant, ac-|Our tyes.
Elegroogiﬂ lbs.c he{i:;g m?! j P ; mt cording to the corporal, ranted | Trio — ,S‘iongs My M‘oyher =
5, but a few top ctg /(,:,‘O'C*Cg\ﬂ e and stormed, but could do noth- |Taught Me.”—Mesdameg Huising- STE?
a new high of 17.00: i 4 {7 2 ling about it. So the Germans | er, Hill and C_ar’y. £as
jers turned at 14.45. z_&ﬂf R pulled out and left the Ameri-|. Young People’s Society, 4:30. |LOS!
es on slaugh J . ‘eans, The next day was %he day| Address 7:30 p.m. by Mrs. Ell-|  sm
d fully 50c. Sheep /&4{4{/{4’«0 F A ‘the tanks of General Patton’s|roy Smith, returned Missionary | “A
carce ang nominally s @L@Q army came. _ from East China, Mrs. Smith will| Ple
B a"ll;m«gs °fur°§'e°&°em WONDERFUL FEELING tell of her experiences in a Jap-| Hu

. ale “You can’t imagine the feeling

'A deck of good
Az dde 8 to see that mighty armf rollingl

anese prison camp.
shorn lambs with N

2,
,c%fqa f:fy
‘ Wiy

|11 shorn pelts ea along, and to know it wag your 3 o1 *| MOD
.land several lots of 7[’ 1. own men, and we were free at Guerrl.lla A.Ctlvltie_s CAvi
choice clipped offeri last,” said Corporal Wenger. Are Big Help iR o

- d 14.50-15.00 late.

[13 3 t . ] -l’
“go0d an ¥ hices W Many of us just sat and cried

(Céntinued from Page 1)
As far a8 the conditions in the

Wendell Fertig’'s fofces landeda

sli::gefnedfifl%n an?iﬂo.gc'lg:i Kédeployment } camp were c‘:oncerneﬁ‘.f;pl. Wen- | fortnight ago at Butuan Bay ‘n ?;rﬁ
g lambs sold at 12.00- Pl £ A er said sanitary conditions were |the first athphibious Guerrilla| Tw
T an o rmy terrible. The menu as listed be-|operation coveréd by American| SPa
— _ Under Way fore, was reduced the 1dst week |naval guns. Butuan Bay is a- En /
e # uds from the border of confinement and thé loaf of |bout 80 miles east and north of| —°L &

(Continued from page 1)
pared to release thé high poi#
men in each combat divisien who

44, ‘sedl miles south to the

lack bread had te de for 10 men.
lan straits and Cape Horn.

_ : Macajalar.
e mattressés were butlap bags

Still  farther

northéastward | ==

it e

nao, MacArthur disclosed.
Of alt the enemy forces listed,
thosé at Davao and in Bukidion

below the authorized figures.”
He added that “we must follow
but

be shot. 2

Cpl. Wenger will have a 60 day
furlough at home, and then will
report t6 Hot Springs, Ack., for

2 Revq{‘atrick Bell in Eng-

s : . filled with straw. Theré were few | another Guerrilla force hasbeen|3 OF—
1826 the first successful | ar® eligible for discharge, even|attempts at escape, for the Ger-|parassing Japaneése n the exe| fuf 0B
g Mmachine was invented though it results ifl an immediate | mans told the prisonerg that for |i.eme therh  af ¢ Mind o

reduction of divisional strength|every man escapifig, tén would ol Wy m of MINGA-1 red x:;

| —
I-Rqad the Want Adg— blueprint designs rigidly,

must apply the established pol-

L

P

provineé are the strorigest, and

icies with human understand-|medical treatment and for. re.|tieY 8%¢ sandwiched Detwean | 7y A
ing.” A |assignment. He landed in New the 40th, the 31s¢ and 24th Diy i%
Allied ‘heéadquarters in Rome| York on May 5th. (ST |visiongs T o i
esti:;aated th;:: passiblymll,ggﬂ Al %S x : . ' oot
merican Soldiers wou ré- | h é¢. - |Hu '
{l| turned. from the Mediterranean ch(glfwhmﬂbg?és‘ﬁ‘ Humphray Bo‘m ¥
| theater this month and, if ship- : 1 :

Free to Marry

Las Vegas, Nev.~<(AP) Hum-
phrey Bogart is free fo marty his
leading lady, langorous Lauren
Bacall. =

His wife of nearly seven years,
Mayo Methot Bogart, obtaified &
divéice  Thursday in & private
hearing. 'The actor did not con-
test the action. . el

Bogatt announced recently
that he and Miss Bacall would

iwed ofi Author Louls ﬁrq:sm
far ear Mafnsfield, U,
mits complete installation of flali's. Jacm. nghe Manefield, Uy

e cogihe o lese. than two |57 15" e sction, Mrs, Be-
red ; o ¥ B A =o' viiigy o ATy

Gen. Andral I Yeéremenko's
fourth Ukrainian army. His sol-
diefs closed the eorridor to 32
miles with the capture of Kolin,
Kutnahora and Tabor. .

Sverre Riisness, Quisling’s min-
ister of justice, sald Jonas Lie
and Henrik Rogtad, pelice min-
ister and police chief, respective-
ly, for Quisling, committed  sui-
cide in a bunker outside Osle. .

The M-18 Tank Destroyer has
a mechanical systemt whi¢h per-

ping facilities. are adequate, 15,-
000 more will follow in June and
the same number in Julyg.

WACs in the European theater
with a total of 44 points will be
returned to the United Sates as
soon as the theéater quota of 10,-
800 ig filled and adequate re-
placements are available, com-
| munications zone headquarters
said. WACs whose soldiér hus-
bands have been returned to the
United. States for dlscharge will
‘be able, however, to-apply
immediate release. .




Christmas day was considerably less than cheerfyl, -
temperature hovered just above zero. and the ground
hard and frozen. The Nazi Christmas present for the
sembled group arrived promptly at noon—huge five hund
pound bombs. The enemy was pressing forward with s
port from small arms. and the situation continued gra
Engineers were relieved from infantry demolitions: ay
lerymen were requested to reman their guns at strategic ro
junctions. From any point of view. it was a remarkahly |
merry Christmas.

for stemming the German drive. Three days before the 101st
began its stand. the men of the 28th Division were taking the
full brunt of Von Rundstedts mightiest offensive in Luxem- |
bourg. They were fighting desperately in hundreds of scat-
tered battles. Cassidy revealed that on the fifteenth of De-
cember, the 28th Division was stretched tight as a fiddle
string along a twenty mile front of the Our River. This front
extended from the northeastern tip of Luxembourg to the |
area of Wallendorf at the mouth of the Sure River. It was
the widest front held by any division . . . in Europe. . . five
times the length of a normal division front. and bigger thaa
the front of some army corps. It was regarded as a rest area. |
The front was quiet. and the 28th Division was recovering /
\ from its bitter-battle in the Hurtgen Forest in the north. The /
Germans struck the 28th Division lines in full power. By |
S nightfall, the whole central sector of the front was a fluid/
mass of penetrations and encirclements. It was a day and :
night of incredible heroism. as the thinly scattered troops
of the 28th Division fought to hold a paper thin line. The
Germans threw a total of eight divisions at the reeling men
of the 28th. American flanks. the 109th and 112th Regiments
gave ground slowly, but they blocked every German attempt
to widen the breakthrough. On the third day of the fighting.
. f the 110th Regiment . . . fought as few men are ever called
upon to_fight. Cooks and clerks and chairborne officers at
| headquarters turned into infantrymen to hold off the attack
| The 28th Division performed one of the greatest feats, Cas-
i sidy revealed, “in the history of the American Army.”
. Against the nine German divisions they had held so firmly
‘\ that the German time table had been thrown completely off.

/ Cots, deserves equal credit with the gallant 101st Airborne

-

The enemy bombing was repeated on December twen
seventh. when seven bombs were dropped on the town. Da
age caused the destruction of a part of the CP and the ini
ruption of communications for an hour. However. frien
troops were advancing from the south. and this last bon
ing was the closest that the enemy ever got to Neufchate:
On the twenty-ninth of the mouth the 11th Armored Di
sion passed through OP number three and continued nor
east to the aid of Bastogne, The city as liberated shor
thereafter, and the German threat was ended forever. Frc
this point on, the Allies were never subjected to a maj
German effort, and the Nazi war machine was limited to ¢
fensive action. The men of the Regiment. put to the supre;
test, had perpetuated the name of the 110th through th
role in stopping the entire German army with little mc
than will power and determination. This achievement.h
been at a formidable cost—the regiment was reduced frc
a combat strength of three thousand, one hundred and seve
teen officers and men to five hundred eighty seven. Of tt
number, one hundred twenty-six were known killed, one h
dred and forty-two, missing in action. For these losses t
Germans paid dearly. In comparison with one hundr
twenty-six American dead, over two thousand Nazis we
buried in the 110th sector. The Ardennes campaign, Arma
gedon of World War II, had been successfully repulsed d
largely to the efforts of the men of the 110th.

On January second, 1945, the Regimental command a
staff left the CP for Charleville, France, to receive orde

i
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Bastogne was supposed to have been captured, according
to German documents, the first day. It took days to surround
it. The 101st Airborne was planted in Bastogne and the
flanks had been held by the 28th Division in an immortal

and.” -

On December the twenty-third Colonel Strickler {whose
promotion orders, effective December 1st, had not yet reach-

ed him) established a CP at Neufchateau and began reor-
ganization of the 110th Infantry. Losses had reduced the unit
to five hundred officers and men, and with this nucleus the
Colonel designed a defense of the town. Six outposts, which
had already been established, were manned; and six new
OPs plaaned. The first six posts were known as the outer de-
fenses, those under contemplation the inner defenses. All per-
sonnel in the town whose duties were not of an essential na-
ture were to be attached to the 110th and employed as de-
fensive infantry. On the twenty-fourth these defenses were
strengthened and reorganized continued. At the same time,
orders were received from Division to the effect that the de-
fense of Neufchateau would take priority over everything
else. Colonel Strickler’s story of the battle of the bulge
(which is included in full as an appendix to this history)
indicates that a third ring of protective positions was added
at this time, and that the troops manning the three rings
came from fifteen different divisions and separate outfits.
Even so there were pitifully few men, and it was necessary

for the tired, hungry troops who were available to man the

positions twelve hours a day in zero weather on frozen
ground.

concerning a new disposition and mission. At 1330 the (
closed in Neufchateau and at 2345 leading elements of t
Regimental convoy moved out towards Les Mazures, Franc
At 1700 the CP opened at Les Mazures, the unit having.k
come a part of the Northern sub-sector of the Neuse Riv
defenses.

By the third of January new dispositions had been orde
ed and the CP moved to Fumay, France, opening at 103
Here defensive positions were constituted, and the peric
from the fourth to the sixteenth of January, inclusive, w.
spent in carrying out the regimental mission of patrolli;
and guarding river crossings along the Meuse River on
frontage of 35 miles. In the meantime, twenty-five hundr
reinforcements and over a hundred new officers were r
ceived and the reconstitution of the regiment as a whole w
computed. The 2d battalion had been reorganized under [
Colonel Ridge on the twenty-seventh of December; the 1
battalion was not reactivated until the thirteenth of Jam
ary, at which time it was placed under Lt. Colonel_;l','-
Briggs, former Division G-3. Two days later the 3d att
ion was set up by Lt. Colonel Jarvis and at same time ¢
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0y EDWARD UZEMACK

Kdward Mzzmack, of 4019 S. Rockwell St., Caicago, wa3 a Pfco in
B Com.any of tas 11Cta Inf., 28%tn Div,., last December 1% ¢ ubkfit
was i position nzar whe town of Clarvaux, Luxembourg, ..ol (3 2 -3:cthor
and ldoking forward to Christmas. Maybe, the men Thougnt, in:y'i gst
scme long-dslayed pacagese. Maybe, sven soms men would o= 1 Cxy enough
tc get rassss to Paris,

It was cold and damp in the snowy, fir-covered nilisiis, Tas
villagss were pr=tty well shellad-up and most 88 of tas ncuss: of farad

littls if any protsction f¥cr ths weather. Ths men wers living on
K-rations and the new snow-pac boots--tne magic protzction agx.inst frost-
bite and trenciafoot--formed the most pogular topic of convers=tion.
Conversations were short and pointed, like this?

Soldiers to Supply Sergsant: "Say Sarge, whanna wa gonna g2t them
new boots?" Supply Sergeant: "Lissen ! How many Times havs T get to tall
you zuyss I got requisitions in for them boots, but ths rsginant.saiys
no soap. They only got snough for headquartars anyway....."

That was Dec. 15, On ths 16th, Ed Uzsmack's outfit was fighting off
a swarm of Xraut Infantry. The pressure susad up.at d=2k and B Company
figursd things wsare OK. Then, at dawn on the 17th, cickz:i asszault t roops,
the Y23t Yon Runstedt nad, slammed into ths 110th -and scoopad up Ed
Uzamack and nis buddias as PWs,

Thres and a half months later, Ed was lib2ratsi by Amsrican troops
who stormsd the town of Bad Orb and took it, Uzsmack z3pt a diary from
the time he was capturzd on Dsc. 17ta tdll ne was libsrited on April 2.
Scribbled with the stub of a pencil on a cheaply-made, tattsrsd school
exarcise® »ook, -the diary forms a documental nistory Of brutality-- a tals
of cruelty on the part of his German captors. It was brutality of meglect .
andl starvation--which changed into an almost fawning solicitousness under
the thundsr of American gung, the crash of mortar shells and ths rocking
impact of bombs from American planss, .

When thety thought the war was far away, the Nazi guards ware harsh
and ovz2rbsarings Men were robbed of their dsarsst personal bslongings,
cherished picturss of their wives and children, They wsesre forced to march
without food or watsr, They slept without blankets. Tha2y had nsither sgap

.. nor watser for washing, Their diet was at a starvation levael.

Then when libsration was near, messkits, cigarsts and bettar food
appearsd, Apparsmtly the Gsrmans thought that some gesturss toward battar
freatment would sofren the hearts of the men of Stammlager IX, at Bad Orb.
They wzr2 wrong of ccurss, because what Ed Uzemack ramembsrs and will
always remember is the sight of Amsrican soldiers reduced to rag-clad
skelatons, £ighting like dogs ovsr a few rotten potatoss thrown on a gar-
bage h2ap. H® will rsmamber how he was forced to march nins days on one
loaf of sour bread, or how hw watched 980 Amsricans trying to. divide 20
loaves of bread fairly,

"The morning of our capturs,” Ed want on,"wais a bsautiful Sundav .
morninz. We wsra forced to march sevseral kilomat=rs bick of the Garman
lines to a hillside air-raid sheltar, "Here, ws want theough our first
r2al shaksdown as POWs. The German guards stripped us of 8vary grain of
J%ggagco and svery ouncs of food ws carried, Many of the guards tock from

Is watches, pens, billfolds,personal lettsr and otheritsme that they
,desmed of soumsnier value, |

i




.~ ,next morning,"

4

A good many of our men lost picturss of taeir loved ones——i 1oss which
proved several days latsr,to be the most sarious any of us underwsant,"

Following the shaksdown, Uzemack 33id, he and nseariy 400 otaar cap-
tured Americans war: forczd into the damp, unlightad ani 22dly ventilated
shaltar orzinally i28izWned as a rafuge for ®3® not mor: taan 200 psrsons,
As the men shufflad into tas sntrincs, and Inglish-3peaking Kraut goldiar
told Uzemack: "Taks a good, desp brsati, Yankss--it willi pa thas last fresh
air you'll g2t for some tims,*

An 2xcsrpt from Uxsmack's diary shows Just now trus taa Garsan's

8izz2up of thne situation was, "The shaltsr, a pitch-black, lamp, foul cava

INKtKQKSKQUWif(lxgﬂkklxwxsxxixKinxtkaxEiﬂtsfxxxhixxr<'<<<{("révvx-rfxx
in %the sida of 4 hill, Was to bs our nome until Tussiay rocning, Naer .19,
W2 sleost on wood 8lats~-two and thrse men to a bunk Huilt or Mz, W3 lay
in this lungson wita no food and little watar all tais timge Taas air

B

zrew foul, the cav: smelly and tae men 2Xtramaly irritatsl and nun
Every vim3 I clossd my ayss, visions of food floatsd 24ant ma."

Those visions of food wers to haunt Ed Ugemack and vhe m:n with whom
n® wis Capturad for gvery day and avery night throughout thair zaptivity,
They used to amuss themsslvzs, or torturs, taexsizexoy thinking up waird
combinat ions~-prison drsam racipss that would 8tagger 1 r2zfr-onoling mass
serg2znt, Ed noted on® of them, in his diary, wita tae commnzant that it wis
suggzstzd ssriouslys ®Take one Milky Way bar, s'ice in two, s.mdwich a
weinsr bstwesn the two halves and roll in bdscuit dougn. Sprinkls with
C=rat ion cracksar crumbs and baks in an oven," .

When the men stubbled out of thsdr rafuge-prison, on the third day
of tneddcaptivity, they wore waak and dizzy from lack of food and lack
of air., Their eyes were temporarily blinasd by the sunlisat, Despits
that, Ed Uzemack notad with tahe proffesional 3ye of the trainsd soldier,
details of a Nazi column moving past them to the front.

"..s.The Nazi column was 8till rolling down ta road as ws bagan our
march into @ermany," He wrote'Tansir 2quipmant looked like sometning out
of a junkyard. Vehicles tnat had to be towad, horss-drawn vshicles and

othsr decrspit piacss of =quipment rollad past us all day. Our captors
marchad us with no pause for food or watasr."

Again and again, in Ed Uzemack'd diary, you'll #ind that sane refsrenee
to the lack of foods That was the one thing that he and the othars always
wantsd, somthing to sat ! -

The diary continues:"....,I did something today I nopa I never havse to
do again s0 long as I live. Some Hiende tossad a small, partly-satsn apple
into the mwddy road. I grabbed the damn thing and gulped it dowm before the
full realization of what I was doing had dawned on me. Our guards marched
us very slowly, but evem so, the hike was %tough on the men., That evening
We rsachad a German village 30 kilomet=:rs from our starting point., We ware
assambled in a large field on the outskirts,"

In the field, the prisoners wers gearched again, but Uzemack had
hidden the thing he wanted to keep most--a wristwatch his wifs had given

ry

r'y.

L

» him--inside his legging., "They nevar did get the watchy mors precious to me

than all the gold in the warigWx world," he notsd.

That night, the tired, hungry men slept in the village church--aftzr
the intervention by Amerisan officers who oBjectsd when they learned that
the Germans originally planned to ksep the prisoners in the Gpen field all
night. This was in midwinter,Owith snow on the ground, and most of the
men had neither blankets nor ovsrcoats. When thet/ rsached the church, an-
other surprize awaitad taem, :

"There," Uzemack wrote, "we got our first food since our capturs--a
half loaf of sowr bread per man, plus some marmaldde and a small plece of
Chesss. What the MNazi bastards failed to tell us was that thess rations

- ﬁguéglggasdto lagttus for more than one meal, The result was that most of

OWn what was given us and had to do without anything to eat the

——......

N
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There ware, of course, no sanitary faicilitiss in that church and the men,
Uzemack said, used their helmats as stools and left them in the church vest-
ibuls simply becus2 no one was permittad to go outsids to rslisvs himself,
In the morning, ths church vestibuls wus almost anks desp in vomit and
otner excrsta. A grsat many of the msn bgcams ill from tae food they had
eatan,

Thz nz2xt sntrv, datad "20, 21, 22 Dzc.™ rz2ds:

"Thess tarse duavs srovad £5 be a n3vir-to=-vs-forgottan n zatmar s,
Our marcao continued at its snambling pace, tae Zuaris is N2.TV 43 tha
starvsd prisonsrs. By tas: $ima our marca anded, at Gerolstisn, wa aad cov-
sT21 @« Jistunce of 100 kilomstars, The night 2f the 011 spsnt in

\, 4% 3;
anotasr church, whers ws rscaivad a m utnfil of syntastic 25fTs: sar man

as our =niirs food ration. The only other food we nai during tane whole

duy w23 pne thin slice of bread about 1/8 of an inch %$aiak and 1/2 inch
#wides This bread had bssn fiven us for QUur noon m2al--aftsr 1 20 kilomstsr
hike, Wnhan we 8topped in a muddy fiesld for the "me=zl1l" we la2airnazd that

980 n.z2a “2r2 to share 20 loavss of brzad and four ouckats of marmalads,”

Tnis convoy of sick, starved ind exhaustad men «#-.3 undar 2ommand of a
German of ficer whom Uzsmack describes om blunt doughbnoy languizs as
"a monacled son-of-a-bitcn." He was Quits a figure, ®d says,"sith his
SWiZZer stick, natty breechass and boots,®™ Wasn the convoy stirfed again, m
on toe merning of the 21st, the officer haltsd tae colurn aftsr 12 mile or
two and ssnt back a detail of 20 man to polic3 up, wita tasir aands, the
dmprovised latrine which bad besn the only place availabls for tas prisonsrs
during the night, ‘ s

"As we waitad about £wo hours in the dold for this datail to finish
the work and rejoinus,"Uzsmack wrode, "ws wers comoelled to tusn over ks
the st of our monsy to the Nazi officsr., A blankstful of Amzrican, French
and Balgiin money was collscted. The collection amountsd to ssveral
thousand dedlars." No recispts of any kind wers given and the monay un-
doubtzdly want to the officsrs pleasure, Bays Uzemack,

Fiaally, tne mnfinmmof nignt of Dec, 22, the prisoners reachasd Gerdl-
stisn and were herdsd into shads it tae tailroad siding. Again they wers
givan a scrap of bread each, After a falss start, the next moring, thae
ren #ers aventually packed into freight cars, so crowded taey could not 1ie
down and with no food, no watery and practically no light,.The last oc-
cupants of the car had bsen horses and tne straw which covsred tas floors -
of the car was in exactly the same condition as the straw in a horss stall
after sevaral days, Whenever they were able “to do it, the men triasd to
catch a few minutes slesp stretched out on the foul smedling mess,

i The yards whers the men had boarded the train showad signs of American
bomb damags. They wers soon to realize Just what those bomb-twisted
tracks and blastsd buildings mean to the Krauts., The American prisoners
had besn riding, packed in the filthy frwight cars, since warly morning of
the 23d, when the train stopped outsids a town., Air raid sirsns were sound-
ing."

"Then, " Uzemack relates, "weheard the raar of airplane snginss. One
plane, identified as an American attagsk bomber, swept low owser the train,
zoomad up, and then came back agin., This tims he maant business and we
could heat machine-gun fire as he strafed an objactive, The motor roar
was louder and a seriss of explosions confirmed our worst fears, Our
train was under attack !}!" . .

This attack by one of their own planes was more than soms of the
wearied, halfpstarved msn could stand. In the sudden panic, they fought
to escaps from their wooden box-car prison traps. Men dug at the walls and
floors with bare hands, oblivious to the pain of bleeding hands, Men
pounded on the walls of the cars, screaming to be let outl Somshow a few
" medics behind me managed to get out. They wamwmd wavad their Ted cross
helmets at the planes overhead and managed to open the doors of a few of
v the boxcars.” Men streamsd out in droves., Then the most amaz ing thing.
happened. :

(=1
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"Despite their fright, pain, and weakness, most of tne msn headed for

a vegstable patch some distance away from tae train, fell on their knewes
in tae furrows and began grubbing out the carrots and turnips and
jamming thsm into their hum@ry moutns,

"As soom as the planes passed over, tne Nazi guaris smsrgad from hid-
ing and ordersd tne prisonars bick to tha train, Soms Zidn't move fast
snough for the guards who fired over their hszds, Stumbling and falling
the tsrrifisi men fled back to tow cars, One GI jad besn zhot in the
back., He disd of =xposurs and from the 3ffects of taz nardsairs hs had
undergone bafors he was wounded ani from lack of medical care,®

The nezt f8ay, Christmas Eve, was spent by ths prisonacs in tasir
moving box-car prisons., Again the alsmantal pnase of lifs 5.5 the im-
portant tning, There was no food,

Again tas all-purposs stesl helmats werz prazsssd into 32rvics as
emergency toilst facilities, Uzemack records that men sho had t2 answar
to the call of nature ussd their stesl nslmets and ths atraw on whdch we
slspt. The helmsts wers passed down the line and dumped 2varbsari, Once
Or twics during tne day the group in our car trisd to simg Christmag
Carols, but the eoffort failed miserably, No one ssemsi t5 have the will
to carry on, On Christmas day, we sntared Frankfort, zanl 5as Zripevine
had it that ws would soom be fed. Tanis, like all otasr food mimors,
provsed to be phoney. That night we entzred Bad Orb and lav over on a
sidstrack., We learned that we would spsnd thes night tasr: and disembark
in the morning,

"A few minutss befors midnight, the Nazis relentad anAd decidsd to
feed us:s In our car of 57 man, they dumped wight loavas of brazd and
seven cans of meat, Somebdy immediaily took advantage of tae darkness and
stols a can of wmeat, Dispits ths darkness, we managad to ddvide the food.
Like many others I decided that tnis was the best Christmas dinner of my
life, i .

"The todal amount of food consumzd by sach man in the nins days since
our capture amounted to onw loaf of bread."

"Pn the day agter our Christmas, Ed Uzemack noted the arrival of his
convoy at Stammlager IX B with tais entry in his diary: :

"Got our first hot msal at the Russian kitchen--it was carrot, turnip
top and grass soup. At it from my helmst, the only mess gear avalabls for
two mconths, Used my grimy fingsrs as cuting utensils., Most men besamas
sick immadiatly and vomitad." e

Ed and his fellow prisonsrs began settling into their routine, the
prison camp routine, Food was still their first concern. On January 13,
he recorded: "We got GI cooks in our kitchsen...s..the damn rookies left and
the food improved immsdiatsly." ‘

Trading betwsen the prisoners flourished...a 65 dollar watch bringing
a loaf of bread, and men giving as much as 2,000 franks for two cigaretas,

a price 2quivalent to ¢ §400 a pack. By January 20, tae market 2ased off
2 1ittle and cigarsets brought only 400 franks, although some sales at

500 or 600 francs for a single cigaret of a favofite brand were reported.
The men learned that "coffee" and "tea" they were given was more usefil
as hot water for washing than it was for drinking.

On January 26, Uzemack was moved to another barracks., He recorded
gfatefully "it has bunks."™ Until then they had been sleeping on ths
floor,

The 28th was "Black Sunday"™, Ed recorded, bscause "a couple of GI's
Taided the kitchen last night. The guard who investigated was sluggsd
with a meat clsaverss... We were asssmbled out in the snow and told the
details. We were alsof told that we would have no food or fuel until %he
guilty ones were foundeeo...."® ,

Tne nest entry is neaded, "Later," : "The incident is closed. This
afternoon, Barracks 42A turmed over the two men Tesponsible for slugging
the guard, One was a cook who had been fired the previousg day, We got '
our bread and soup ratdon tonight." ' _



On January 29, Ed Uzemack found two other Chica m 1
the "Chicago @lub of Stalag IX B."™ On the 31lst of tgg mggtipdtﬁgufgﬁd
had an unaxpected windfall--Red Cross packages containing 2 éhocol;te bars
5 packs of cigarettes, meat, fisa, crackers, butter, r.isins, sugar, coffee
powdere% milk, vitamin pille and scap. "It was c¢xplained tc us, " 1r-‘:-r.nr:naclt: :
wrote that the toxes came to us as an Sarbi: [Yopae law) wpd .+
God Bless tnem——wao had 4 Surplus. We ot ons Box FOr cach Focithl e Tisonere—
80 1%t wags 2nougn,® Th=2 men went almost mad with joy, stuffing toemsalvas
with food and then =ngaging in a orgy of trading with #nat tnsy 1i4d not
2at, "

Choceclate rations wesnt for as nizh as a pekags of cigar-t-(P400 at
prison czmp prices) Despite thair hich price valu$, Zd srokes a cigarst
and rscorded that it was "the first whols cigarst I nad srokad in 4R daye."

He notad tnat "it made me giddy." }

Aft:rvards thsy held an izpromptu Thanksgiving searvice, ginging hymns
snd Christmas Carcls andending with "God Bless America™ ana tne"Stur Spang-
13d Banner." '

Most men st.yed up all night cooking their food ovsr ths two stovas in
the barracks. As was always the case aftsr a windfill of food, wany men
became ill whe2n their shrunken stomacks rejected the food.,

The prisoners had not tesn issued any soft of mess gzar. T.uss whe
still had their helmsts used thsm for everything for which a receptacle of
any kind was indicated, Thsy had practically no opportunity tc mwmam wash
them, so that wach meal, eaten from a halmet, carriesd its own reminder of
the lad$ purpose to which the squipment had been put.

By the time they received their January Red Cross winfifall, most of €l the
men had managed to find scraps of glass or tim in the rsfuse of ths camp
and had us2d these crude tools to whittle wooden spoons out of piscas of
board torn from the walls or floor?_ f the barracks or stolesn from the
kitchen kindling-wood pile. (fFard vt gecrnrcn ced (o T%Zaf)

Finally, early in Fsbruary, they bsgan to get what Ed deseribes as
" a trickle of Jerry msss gear--mostly rusty tin cans,"

Thedr bedding consisted of moldy excelsior spead over wood-slat bunks.
For many wesks, they had no c¢ovsring of any sort. Later, one old, thin
blanket was issued to some but not all of the man. Firswood was strictly
. limited so that the barracks stoves could only be kept alight a few hours
" each dayw-although the weathesr was cold and raw, snow covered the ground
and the barracke buildings leaked cold air from many crannies,

In spite of its unsavory smell and appearence, the sxcelsior on which
they slept servad many uses. One was tc clean the helmsts agter their uss
as eating utensile,s There was no toilet paper availabde--in fact paper of
any sort was scarce. :

; Men suffering from diarrhea, which their diet brought about, finally
recisvad a few small scraps of paper from their guards. The supply was
nevar sufficient and was eked out with straw and excelsior,

It is a tribute to the mmigrnmadgd origiamal physical condition of the
men that, despite grsatly lowered resistance and the very bad conditions in
which they lived, only three of the nearly 4,000 men in the camp died up
to February 1l. . . :

Uzemack believes that this low death rate was largely due to the
efforts of Lt. Joshua P, Sutherland, Haysi, Va., and American medigcal
offiger in charge of the prisoners! dispensa®y. Of him, Ed said simply:
"He meddh really deserves the DSC. "™ _

All this while, American forces were getting closer and closer to the
Stalag area. The prisoners were starved for news, wild rumors swept the
camp daily. Uzamack, with fellow-prisoners Jack Dunn, formerly of the
Federated Press and Denny Murry, an‘ ex=-Chicago Tribune man, tried to keep
them informed via a pencil-printed news bulliten based on German war
Sommuniques. The first February entry in Ed's diary tells of a tmagd
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tragic incident which affected him more than almost any singls happening

of his captivity, _ )

. "Thies past week," he wrote, "has been so full of exditement and
trading that time flew by. At this very moment, our barracks ig rocking

. With tremendous explosions of block=busgters hitting only a few miles away e
Thic seems to be the closest (American) raid so far, The men are both

happy and scared...our bombers ars really raising hell,

"One hour later, Something has just happened which I shall never
forgst. Yank planes chasing the Hieneis, shot over the camp and accidentally
strafed our barracks, And Val Casados, my last buddy here, was killed.

He was standing beside out bunk, talking to me, when bullets sprayed a 11l
around us. How those .50 calibar slugs misssli me, I'1l never know,.

One hit my bed post, just a few inches from my head. Two other men were
killed and 12 more wounded in this strafing. "

Ed worried about Casados' death and, on Feb. 13, made this emtry in
his diary:

"This @ st week has been gloomy. I can't get Val off my mind, He
sure was & swell guy. How will his wife take the news? He was so proud
of her and their four children® Wonder if I'll ever get home to my oun
wife and son? I guess even a PW can't be surs of coming out of this alive
Damn these Nazi bastards )" _

Ed describes the burial of Casados this way: '

"We buried Val during fhe week.. maybe that's the reason he keeps
cropping up in my mind. 7Two other men were buried with him, They died
of malnutzition--I wonder if these Heinies intend to let us all die of
starvation, Wrote a letter and a card home today.

A few days later, On March 1, Ed mentions the monthe came in like a
lion. He also says that during the days previous some 2,000 new Britisnh
and American prisoners also came into Stammlager IX B,

"The Yanks marched from Limburg, and the British, with a few Americans
" frem Sagan. The hike from Sagan was terrible--335 miles in 10 davys,
During that time the men had only seven loaves of bread and four liters of
soup with a few othsr small items as their entire ration. Many of them
died on the waye" :

Ed makes a smzll entry at this pdint under the heading"observation":
Cigarets fest disappedrinﬁ, now hard to g:t at 100 francs apisce. A pack
of Prince Albert brings &4o.° )

French and German cigarets brought 100 francs each a few daye later
and Amerigun cigarets were ywp to 200 francs each. There was anothsr burial
cn Wadnesday, March 8-- a man who died of pneuronia, Sunday, March 11, saw
the burial ¢f thrce mors men. TneBewere from the new arrivals, and
Uzemack comments: "Poor guys. They are dying fast--they ares so wsakered
by their march and the starvation diet. Was a witnsss of the improvised
‘Ceremony., It sezres allday. The funeral procession was preczded by a
German guard of hcner, then cama the chaplain and two German officers. The
p2ll bearsrs carried the plain coffins one makmmer Rilomst=1 to the butial
plot. Twertr VYanzs formed & Guard of Hcnor. The men were buried in a
commone gr.v=s, Gaw Val's grave. Sight left me depressed all day."

On tas ©1n of March, the capp was qQuarsntined because of an outbrezk
of spinal menire itis. Uzemack repotts that Lt. Sutherland, the mediezsl
officer, wes "wrrri-d" over lack of medical supplies for trsatnment.

By the 17th of Mwreh, the sound of American Artillary fire could be
heard in Stamr lagsr IX B, Liberatiocn fever was mounting. On the 27th,

Ed noted that "men have been dying from malnutrition and pneumonia at the
Tate of twe a day. Tne God-damned Nazis murdered them just ae surely as

if they had snct wner. It's the enforced march on the sturvation deit that
is killing most of them."



Even inside the barbed wire of Stalag IX B, men laarTned of the App;,oa.c‘n
of the American Third Army, Tha prisoners learnad of the entrance into
Frankfort and of the rsport that they were gstting near to the camp,

Because of the Quarsntins, the Germahs made® no effort to movs the

prisoners t0 another camp. Betss wers fresly made that $2e msn would be
free by Eastsr Sunday.

Uzsmack's ontry for tnat day rzads: "Beautiful fastar
inside information that w#s have bssn cut off and surrounded for ths past
taree days and tahat a3 battls is raging insids Bad Orb, Our boy3 may coma
up tonignt. Tnhne man ars all sxcitad now--they are tz2aring the wirassg off
the windows., W3 ars sure %0 be liberatad tomorrow--Happy Eastar M
The n2xt morning ha got up at 2 AM "to work in Sne kitchen s5 I wouldn't xéss
the lib:ration nsws. Ths MP's ware all 3xCitad--one df tnem 213 already put
up a2 white flag on the clock towsr!"

"We learned that Bad 0rd surrsndered at 11 PM last night. Evsrybody
has gone down toths courtyard to maset the first Yanks who za2t nars,

"7:30 AM--Ev:rything is quiet., Word goes around thz2y'll so0on he hare,

"€:12 AM--Ths first Amsrican rsoon car 2olls into the camp,

"HOLY SMOKES"

Sunday--I hava
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