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Sometime in the 1 930 's I read ~m acco·~m t of a TJo r l d '.Afar I P.0.7,-J. i n 

Germany. In a letter to his fathe::', he cs·~1.menterl cm the good treatment , 

and he r: oes or -s o say, 111·Te receive '.' 1.en ty 0 f ~,:o od f " cd , espec::_all y baloney . :, 

My na.rne is ? e rnard ~f . :?ett,ers·=1rl. . · v >c.ne i_ s '")i n fo rd, f D, and .,... h2.ve 

r esi ded here since rn.y disc":,arge in l '.?L1 ~. -. .,, 
. ~ ) ' is ·w~ ere I We. s rvJ Y"'Yl . 

l li, 1942, at Fort Snell i_ r1g , ::~.i 

He has a wife and two boys and f 2.rJT1s near -:: ir..£' ,'.J r ci . _.',. no ther ~,on, L e:: n., w2 s 

born ,J2.nuary 7, 19L9. rre 1·:2.s Lill2d i n 2. :' arin acci r:~ e:::t January JO, 1~73 . 

I dropped out of school about 1932 ~ ~:y fathGr died in 1 934 ., but :·~-;/ 

olde r b rother and I continued the f~mily coal busi nes s until Oc tober 0 f 

1937 when I joined the c.c.c . I was discharged J1_1_ne 1938 and in Octobe r 

began working for the Grea t No r.them B.ailway. This was my occupation 

upon en taring t r.e se~vice. 

I was assigned to Anti Aircraft, and upon completi0n of basi c training 

at Camp Callan near San Diego, CA, I was sent to Port Orchard , WA , where 

I joined the headquarters batteYiJ of the 260th A.A.A., a Washington, DC, 

National Guard unit. My duties were messenger, officers' chauffeur., 

postal worker, and truck driver. Since there were only about _S0-60 men 

in our unit we were one h~ppy family. For instance, there were no 

separate rooms or quarters for N. C.O. s and everyone was treated equally. 

Also to make matters even bet t er, my ·wife, having sister? residi_? g in 

Tacoma, came to live and work there; which in effect, brought me Y\ri thin 

t"Elt-,tglits reserve·d. No portion· ~ 
this publication ma.y be re~r~du. ed 
. any fQrm w ithout perm1ss1on of 
in .. ~ter or "N. Dak. EX·POW'S Incl wr.1 > --~~ 
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an hour' s ':)u:::: Tide frorr1. home. I never had i t so good and still I '::n:--rr l2.i ned 

(not too l oudl y) about no t having enough to do. 

-.!e l l c01·-1s _,\)-·..i.. l l ~·LL., we haul ed all the guns and ammo to Fo:i.~t =.: ~-.,~=) 

l oa(~ ed i)-_':' ,::-uc: ~-:: ~~ '.:•:' ~'12::..cars . and boarded 2.. t r ain-. -.re we re 8"lent.'i.~-=--~~ 

u n ti J_ '.,:re ,·Jets =-~et at Salinas by offi c ers ~ .. Ti_ ~h crossed r ifle insigr. ~ '.:'_ . 

fact , a s I 1 2. ·'>3 r learned, the who le L th army, of which we had r 8:m 2. '.". ;u, ,.. , 

was .r1ade ~.nf2ntry. 

So ':Te were given ano t her six weeks basic . This t i me, right ala:~-- · .:. :..t 

the master sergeants , some of whom had served longer than the cadre "·-- : o 

were, however, veterans of the islands off Alaska. 

Incide!ltl y, none of the preceding is acco·mted for on my disc ~a r ~e . 

The war department claimed that the r ec ords were lost some time after my 

capture. 

Skipping the details of the next few weeks (which would be another 

story) , my group finally arrived at a location near Metz, France. There I 

was assigned to Company A 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored 

Division, which was then attached to the Third Army. 

It turned out that Fort Metz was not a good place to be for I, along 

with a large share of Company A and eompany B including our captain and 

first sergeant, ended up in an Evac hospital for various reasons of which 

again there is no record. 

I cannot recall exactly how long I was in the hospital , but when I 

rejoined my outfit, we were no longer a part of the 3rd Army but the 

British 1st; and it seems most of our fighting was in Holland. At any rate 

we ended up at Achen, Germany. While there we spent considerable time 
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res t i ng ~nd , I guess , preparing for the b i g push ac ross the Rhine . 

It was tl'-le n I joined the mortar s qu ad (60 MM ) having been a mem'--·Gr ,::-, 1 

t he mac ~1 ine gl_l·,--. s, .. ~uad ;) rio r to that . I pu t in all t he tim8 I co 1...1 l r: 1 -=:'' ·::: ~-

tr.e rr,o-.,,-;:,;,~ ;~T1.nc r · ~:.--::. i·1 : · ;y, --:,i l = ,.r2_s c on.f ::._ dent that I i:•1ou l d t2 ~>~-:.:. :·_: --

profi d . 1:.m t ',,r.en 3.r.d i f the need arose. 

And ;t did. I n the wee hours o f one morni ng , I t h ink the 1 7~~ 

De c emtsr, ( the enemy c2Jnpai e;n opened a t 5 :JO a.m. Dec ember 1 6 th) ·,-re , , 

our sel ves i n a convoy headi ng s outh. I nc i den tally thi s is t he part -_. -,..,_;::, :.:, 

11 .A l arge g r oup of U. S . a r tille ry men d riving s ou th wi t h t he 7th J\ ~ _o :c sc:i 

Di vi s i on we r e captu r ed by :Sngl i sh-speakin g Germans in ~1\meri c a n unifo :.~~: , 

t hen d riv en i nto the wood s at Mabr,e dy, and gunned down." Fo r tunately I 

neve r kn ew t h e de t ails of t his until afte r the wa r o r my ac t i ons p rio r 

to being c ap t u red may have been diff e r ent . What we did is occupy positi ons 

vacated by the "u n seasoned 1 06th and t h e bone- tired 28 th • 11 The se people 

had been under the most heavy assaults of the camp aig~ and their r emark s 

as we met them coming out did nothing for our mo.ral- - such as , "You had 

better be good • 11 T,,Tell, acco r ding to one accou n t, th~ 7 t h Armo r ed 

Division j ust simply :_ di sappeared. - Maybe , i n a way, that i s true as I do 

not know of any action aft e r t he 11 bulge" in which they were involved. 

Early the next morning I became a mortar gunner . What happened is 

that someone, agains t rule s and regul a tion s , fired a machine gun on a lone 

German, clearly out of range and apparently from a position t hat t he enemy 

already zeroed in, as the first ~·~ rou nd was right on tar ge t injuring 

several of the machine gun and mortar crew, some enough ht o be evacuated . 

Details of what went on until we were told to· "ge t out t he best we 

could" and that we had accomplished our mission are too involved to set 

down here . 
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It was prot2.cl;:,r the night of December 20 when we smashed our r 2.cli o s 

and disabl ed . the machine guns. I remember burying the si Eh t for t he ,n.o r tar 

and luggi ng the tube to a sufficiently muddy spot t o to s s it into . ' -2 ·,rere 

tc ci rcur:· .. · -::-: ~1~ 1=he tc-:.m ba~ind us whi ch was occupied; we :r'i.an2,gec this) 

vrhen ·.- ·s r 00 ~r_~ h ed :,he 1Jpposite outskirts of the tmm, there were so,:~_·; __ 

battle 1_"'.'.. the di:'.:"2ct~_on we 11ere to go. So the Captain s aid, "I' m. f:: 

way (indi c:1.ti T:g the direction which would tak e us back th rough the ~c,·-:--.) ~ 

~foi ch way are you '1.en going?" I could neve r quite u nderstand t his , , - - -, -- · ~ •, ~ 

c ...... - - ..) --

s inc e he had a whole company armed with rifles, plenty of am:muni ti on , ...,_c .. ·; 

grenad es. So we proc eeded b ac k through the town that we had just C'"!ne 

around. It was ve ry q1-1i e t and dark, not to mention sca:r.J; suddenly the 

nmbling of a tank on a s treet s omewhe re, then Otto shouting sor.1e+hicg t o 

Hans. Everyone ducked into an empty building, a barn or something which 

happened to be handy. It appeared we would stay there until daylight. 

This to me didn't seem like a very good idea since even if we managed t o 

leave the pl ace before being discovered, there would bo longer be the 

pr~te~tion of darkness. 

I had a friend. His last n~ was Scott--we cailil ed hims Randolph; 

and although we were in different squads, we had spent time together during 

the course of the last months and would be side by side for the duration. 

I cannot say too much about this Gentleman from Carolina beyond that I 

lucked out when we became partners. 

He concurred that we should leave these premises·i.tbe sooner the better. 

So we did. Not alone however. A very large, tall boy with the rnc.a:riest 

faca I've ever seen tagged along as it were. Getting through the town 

proved more difficu~t than going around it as weve:re forced to scale at 

least three fairly high boca:rd fences. 'de made it. through, ·obviously, and 



afte r a con s i de rable walk, f ound our selves back where ,,ve had sta rted . 

There W'3 r e ou r r:1a ch 1- r.e funs and ,.,rha tever else we had l e f t behird. _:'hi.s J 

of cou r 0e , rss11. l +-,ed i n c reati ns a ~:re ry depressed mood (up un t il tr>"': -.,~ 

t hougr.. t ·'-'i2 -, ... :r8 ::-;tt.ins-; s omewhe r e ), t he l ike of whi ch 1,ras t o a f:·1 j :-:; :-

5 

i n ,,1:--:. ?..~ ,:~-rov -- ,~J to b~ +he r i ght di r ec t i on, 1,.mdi ng th rou gh we t s r. m,r :- :-. · .,-, , 

f rc zs n .s t reai"':ls u~bl in my estimation (I had a wa tch but it wasn't r, -~.;, .-) 

abou t f our or five o ' cl ock. 1.te sat dmm to re s t . This was a mistEk e , __ ri r 

we f e l l a sle t=: p . 1.fuen we awoke it was a b right clear sunny c Hy , so -.:s 

conti~u e d i n to de eper forest and stayed there the rest of that day am·: 

ni ght . The nex t mo rning was als o cl e2. r a nd b ri ght. 'de obs erved sev e:::--?. l 

German s ol die !"'s poste d a t what s eemed regular intervals jus t ou tsi de lJ . 1e 

peri meter of the wood s with their backs toward us . The r e was al s o a s:-:-:.e.11 

town less than a mile away; I think south of our posi t i on. We c oul d see 

whic h way the Germans were marching toward the front which had to be wes t 

so we knew the way to go . It was a matter of deciding when. 

Meanwhile two more meh had joined our group . I don ~t know exactly 

what time , but now there were five of us . It seemed the longer we pu t off 

going for i t the harder it was to leave . The nights ~ e r e very cold . ·we 

huddled together using our coats a s sort of a tent rather than wearing 

them; we seemed to keep wanner that way . Also two days had passed since 

we had eaten, and this probably contributed to our apathy and lethargic 

attitude. 

Sometime during the early daylight hours of December 23 I f ound myself 

poking around in what appeared to be a likely spot where something edible 

may be found. :· Just exactly what this would be I cannot guess , but we were , 

after all, in territory once occupied by American~J My rifl e was elsewhere . 
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I doubt if I woulrl h ave used it under the upcoming circumstances anyway. 

The othe r fou r we~e out of sight. Suddenly I felt rather than sa~ or 

heard soneo ne appro aching. Oh yes , there was this tingle of fea r :" ' ; -.:~.:= r,~, 

t hrou;~h n:r t::,i_ri~· - -·n , bu t I ·,1as also somewha t err_'carr2.ssed by rr~r -:::-·, .-

: · .1 :· · ;:; "1- 

L r:.o t more than a step e r t wo . 

Eal U scD :1-:.: s the s2.::-~e in ·)errnan as i t do es :. n ~nglish , S'..J :::: -:--.-:2.de ~ n 

face wi th -.--~'" ~LCT'l.S cDread to confront one II sold a ten" wi t h a r ifle 2 _r_:::: 

with a pi s tol--p r r,c ably an n. c.o. who said, "Upgaven?" and I repl~2'.:, 

!1.ctu2.lly they s eemed like ordinary run-of-the-mill fellows and I was . -:.~ 

tai nl y put at ease by these questic ns: Any revolver? A. No re"'.ro l ve r. 

They took my wo rd for it. Any .American cigaretten? A. Nein. They ~c :::k 

my word for that too, but I doubt if they believed me when I denied ~1.2'/:__ ng 

any comrades; for instead of taking my lead toward the tovm where I r ee- 

soned WB mus t be going, we head_ed toward the spot where the others were 

hiding. We h ad aL'Tios t past it when the big scary-faced guy comes char

ging out with his · hands in the air shouting "Don't shoott Don't shoot1 n 

I was embarrassed again .by this display, not to mention a little disap

pointedj I said no one's going to shoot anybody. So we all marched off 

toward the town. Said my friend Sc-ott, "I've thought of alot of ways to 

get out of this war, but this never crossed my mind." 

At the first •sib<Dp we were treated more like visitors than pris.oners, 

and although there were one or two young men with rifles in evidence 

(these boys were also ready and willing to make small talk)., security 

seemed quite lax. We were served apples and REAL coffee. Sometime during 

the day I was interrogated by a man in civilian clothes who claimed to have 

a sister living in Det1t1oit. It was like talking to someone you meet on 

the street; it wasn't until later that I realized what this was all about. 

,, 
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This sounds like a tranquil situation, but as in a dream, there was 

violent action taking place only a short distance away. Our ?40' s ·-.rere 

doine; their t:-1ing , a.nd then I took no te tha t NOBODY was out in t he cpe n 

as one s}r .:... :·"F:i::G :::r so 1 0 °:J that the pilot' s face ,.13_ s cl ea rly vi si bl e- -

speaking 'Jf r,,ixed err.otions. 

Tm--iar-d e',-snirig we were given a substantial meal consisting of .. :/. _ , 

bread, tutter--the s 3111e r a tions as the Germans themselves. Then we ·.1~:.., -..; 

all herded into a haylof t; there we viewed each other's pictu res, t l'"_c: -'

t he guards and ourselves and expressed our mutual wish to have t he H2.r 
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over so that we could all go home. Being warm and not hungry for ~he fir E t 

time in days, we slept very well that night. 

Come r:iorning we were made ready for a further walk down th e road, A 

sixth man, I don't recall which outfit, appeared from somewhere. It seems 

he had panicked when c13-ptured the day before and had spent the night with 

his hands wired together behind his back. This was the only deliberate 

act of cruelty that I ever encountered. This also explained why on the 

day before, an officer had come out of his quarters ranting about someone 

behaving so unreasonable in his presence. Our gu~rd escort undid the wire 

and instructed him by demonstration to massage his hands, and although they 

were quite blue and swollen, they did eventually return to no ·nnal. 

So we started what turned out to· be about a ten kilometer hike. The 

road ahead seemed not to be ideal for travel, for on either side and also 

overhead, a hot battle wa~ in progress between our dive bombing P40's and 

enemy anti-aircraft crews. As one plane crossed perhaps .500 feet up and 

not much farther than that ahead of us, it disintegrated.completely, having 

been struck by an automatic cannon shell. These events seemed ve-ry unreal 

at the time and even now I feel as thought I am relating the experiences 

of another person. 
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Alorig the 1"~2y we obse rved much use of horsepowe r --the fm.1.r-1':°'[gs cl type , 

and once we we r e reques t ed to hel p push a ~rehicle that had appaTently run 

out of f l1el. _·1.l l t hci..s, of rourse, was heartering, s ince T1Ji th :1..:..ch (" .. \ ••I,• 
~ · I • •• > (' t. 

ge ~ de:::·cribe . '~'r~er8 WA re l B of us then somehow and we al l -;1..u dd-=._ -:';c: ~ 

on the bare wooden floor, sharing two loaves of bread--·somethiri.g tLe t e 

\·:oul d ever.t•1al l.:r get use to. The bread had the texture and taste o.f _--. ·--_-.,-.-· :.3 -c, 

This was Chris tmas ~ve. In an adjoining room s ome guard s were singinF' -.--. ,-o l:=: 

and hyrrms accompanied by an accordian. I went outside . as I knew th e::::, 

a guard t herE=; and I had an urge to talk with him to hear the other s i c:<J · ,:;: 

the story as it were. He turned out to be a man in his early twenties and 

seemed grateful f or t he diversion. He informed me that he had recent l y 

completed a 1 000 mile march and went on to describe conditions on the 

Russian front and the dee Bi tfiil practice of the Russians in arming their ~ 

"Doctors" (medics). I agreed that this was unfair. Of c~:mrse, I couldn't 

mention either through discretio~ or at the time ignorance, of some other 

people's unfair and atrocious tactics. 

The details of events for the next week or so are not too clear in 

my mind. The flyleaf of my New Testament says: Ride and sleep into 25-

walk from noon to 9-one can of spam for 18 (This was p r ovided by a doctor; 

there were two in our company then.) Stay in very crowded \s, \ bread, may- t 

be marg. meat or jam. Also bowl of barley soup and t.. ersatz coffee per day. 

Worked also the last night at this particular place. (Some of us were 

trucked to a warehouse that had been bombed, to salvage the· contents. I 

had no more than filled my pockets with dried prunes when a couple others 

and I weFe bid to follow this civilian guard, a man in his late 40 1 s who 
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spoke Engl ish 1.n th a Briti sh accent. He took us just i nsi de t he doo rway 

of a vacant building where he t r ea ted us to cigarettes and we made small 

talk until it was t i ne "U) leave . I can only think of him as be~ng a n_tce 

compassionate f ell ow . 

·Tg "':Jere :i nte rrc-f; a ted he re and once p r eviou s to our arri val--a :11J "- "'": :-,,; 

unp~'"-:.asant experience ; however, on one occasi on, my glove s were c o::--:..: ~. - --:.-::

and on another my gal oshes and wa t ch ; othe rwi se , except f or being :r,_:=-.- : 1 - · 

mor e or l ess l ike cat tle and t he skimpy rations , I would say r.-ve vre::-::; 

t ::e2t2d quite fai rly if :1o t indi ffe r ently. Having sai d thi s, hJw ~, ve :- - -

we csnpar e thi s t r ea trr.ent t o the one we gave our counte rparts in -she -- ," , 

t he words to de sc r i be i t woul d be pointless here. In fact, I consij ~~~J 

t heir situation much more de sperate t han ours, which i t was , an d I r e2..l ly 

f el t so rry f or the peopl e whose partially demolished t owns we passed 

t hr ough. _ I nci dent al ly, I will state here that even though ou r s i t uation 

seemed qui t e hopeless a t times , I never once doub t ed that I would live t o 

tell about i t. Also I coul dn ' t know that in spite of t he assurance by one 

of my inte r rogator s that my wife would be very happy to learn of my cap

ture , she ~as never given this in£orrnation until after the waF was ove r ~ 

and that none of the letters which we were allowed to write arrived at 

Binford before I did . 

Mif Bible says : Dec. 29 walked 12 miles, had bet ter~ but only 1/6 

bread, 1 bowl soup , no salt, very little liquid . Now this must have been 

Bonn, and as I remember i ~ the quall!ters were. bet ter inasmuch as there was 

amot more r oom; however, 'for about a week we slept on a concrete floo r 

and were issued a piece of burlap to serve as a mattress . Fortunat ely, we 

kept our overcoats throughout. 
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By this time we had ac cumulated quite a large number OJ..{:' • p n soners, 

perhaps hundreds, mainly .Americans, but also members of the Briti s h 2rmy 

including Gurkas , :'lustralians, and South Africans. There wl?re memte rs of 

our 01tm ai r f or c e, and I noticed that some of these were in no corid i tion 

to be hiking 'cut 1·,ere l imp i ng along 1....ri th some assistance. Al tho i.:.[~; t :-. ·:te 

may have be -=: n o-thers f rom t he 7th amored, I saw no ne. Someone di·-~ ~ ,-

forn1 me at a later da te that t hose we had walked out on were captu:--ec: ·.r 

m2.sse ; and &s ·,ve a rrived at ou r p eTITlanent caJTJ.p, they were i n the p:cor· , __ · 

o f l e2_ving . Ir: fact 'our squad leade r Sgt. ?eter Kenny, wh o ~vas arr,c,r:_g :.-.··::_ ·-, 

had iDquired a s t o my whereabouts and wel :ar e- -a ges ture that :;:'.ake E _-·c _ :". ·i 

t ha t ,,;re havs never been in t ouch since. 

On January 6th we were issue d a slice of bologna (an inch or two;, 

s ome bread: altogether enough for a small dog. We then marched about ten 

miles to a place named Seaburg and were loadee into boxcars. As 1-Je were 

waiting to move, another train of baxcars filled wi th German soldiers 

passed, headed in the opposite direction. They called out to say how 

luciey we were to have the war over and how we had it made. 

The doors were slammed shut and except for a foot-s~uare window high 

on the wall there was no light and very little ventilati~n. This was a 

Monday. Our situation wasn't all that bad. To begin with we were only 

loaded to · -the car's standard capacity. Now, however, hunger and stress 

were beginning to show. As time dragged on I became fearful of what was 

happening to various personnel. It was difficult to tell night from day. 

I think we traveled mostly at night, and sometimes we would stand still 

for what seemed many hours. _The door opened on one of those occasions. 

We were handed Red Cross parcels. Big deal. All the ready-to-eat items 

had been removed. We were left with such goodies, as powdered eggs which 
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someone managed to do away with. On another stop we were allowed to l eave 

the car for a few mnu te s. This, of course, was a g~eat reli ef for r eae ons 

tha t need no t be GXplai ned; but of almost equal importanc e, we fill ed our 

helmets 1-ri t h snow, fo r t he re had been no drinki ng water for two days . 

On ·.re cJne sca~, W'3 a rn ·ed at I thinl< Limburg, which I unde r sta nd , '.--_: -; 

be e n our cr:i)_:;::_n2.l desti na t i on ; however, the re had been a bombi ng or ·--:-~:· , 

t~e ·oar ·.-ras 0 e t ting too close, so instead of being unloaded, toe i :-..; ·_:-~' ..: 

of StaJ2.g IIA boarded t he boxcar. 1rm,r, we were no longe r merely C:i:' ·~ · .:· ' .•.. 

we ~ere 1 ~ a situati~n wte re 12 people ha~ to stand in o rd e r f o r t h ~ , -

r::.ainde r t o si t wi th knees dra~m up to their chins. I took rr1y turn ,, t 

standing for what seemed several hours. Then I found a spot which 7 ~ ~- t 

for the re:nainde r of the trip using my h elmet as a ·stool, turni ng it f ir s t 

one way and then the other, ke~ping my New Tes tament before me, and c x,

centra ting on it except when I manage·d to doze . There was one oc cas i on 

when someone threatened intruders of his space with a knife; otherwise, 

it seemed most were resigned to tough it out . Dysentery, which fortunate

ly didn't get to me until we arrived at our permanent camp , was affecting 

a large percentage of, as I recall, 70 men in a ~pace meant for 40. There 

is a pretty good description of the car or one just like it in Kurt Vonne

gut's "B~aughterhouse Five." 

January 14, a Saturday, we arrived at ou.r destination, a very large 

camp at_~hich, I believe,. all the Allied Nationals were incarc erated-

confined in separate compounds. The English, many of whom having been 

there since Dunkirk, seemed to resent our being moved in with them. 

I do recall doing a great amount of shivering before being assigned 

to a "hut" as the barracks weEe called. They were filled to perhaps 

twice their capacity, amd · I spent the first few rubghts sleeping on a table. 
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There was a good news, bad news incident involving Scott and I11.e . ~w. 

German sergeant bit us follow him. I cannot remembe r what it was :-1e had 

us do except that .it had something to do with the kitchen.(I think t here 

was one centra l kitchen serving the whole ca.mp. ) As a reward we r ecei·.-c~d 

alot r1ore :-,ea scup than we could eat at one sitting, and being s t2.2:··.rc:; :'.

we \/Tere, of C'J u rse T.Ie us ed poor judg::nent and '1pi gged 0ut.,1 The :r..['.i ~-:-. 

·were arranged -:,Tith living quarters on either side of a concrete 1 2---... : . '.t:- ~ 

wash r oom . I n other 1J'·ords a co -:-~non faci l ity for two barracks ,.,ri th ~~·;o · 

located 2. t 82.cr. end. The cr2IDp hit me 2.bout midnight, and low ;.ir.c :·":' ·.: _ 

the p rivy on my side was out of order. Then, heading for the o t'.! e r -" :-: ,. 

I fou nd mys~lf l as t · in a line of about 25. Corne mornirg I returned t o 

retri eve rr.y l ong johns that I had ditc hed beneath the concrete trough of 

the laundry. They were gone. This was the t~ginning of wha t was to be 

many trips to a latrine each day for the next four months with a handful 

of excelsior which was from our mattresses. Eventually- we we re assigned 

bunks somehow. They were of wood construction with slats running cros5 -

wise as springs. Of course, there weren't enough to go around so Scott 

and I shared our body heat and a comforter whi ch I had been lucky enough 

to win in a lottery, the only fair way that a few could be distributed 

among f o many. It is probably the most appreciated thing that I will ever 

win. 

It took me awhile to figure out what the English sergeant major was 

mumbling, but whenever he did I followed everyone outside where we would 

line up in rows of five t6 be counted. (What the S.M. was saying was "on 

parade" which ia the equivalent of "fall out'J ~~aThis lining up could happaru-:. 

several times a _ day for whatever reason I couldn I t guess·. 

About a couple weeks later, we · .Americans were moved to a s~parate 
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compound~ There t he huts, in keeping the name, were merely shells i:-1ith 

bunks for perhaps two-thirds of the inmates and a stove in the cente r fo r 

which there was no f uel. Scott and I lucked out again. 1-re had a c1.:.0};: 

whi l e many ot hers slept in rows on the floor. The latrine was a t il C; ':·_:_-: l

di ng l oc a t sd as a cen t ral facility for the -whole compound; I will j F :=· ; 

ignc,re any que s tions dealing ~,vi th sanitary conditions. 

'Ile ,;-Je r e fe d once a day- - mainl y turnip ,soup, about 8 to 10 fh1i cl .. ,-~-..=-- , 

and , de;iending on hm·r many loaves of brea.d were available, one L urtr 

one s ixth per !"' an. 3ometirres -r.?e received as much as a te2.spoon of c s· r 

a pat of r.:.a.rgarine , and ersatz cheese which tasted rotten. T.,.[e may he --.:, 

Eotten as many as six Red Cross parcels while I was there. I a...-ri not :.-- .:. :·-2 . 

I know the first 0ne :1ad to be ci vided by seven. Ordinarily a pare<::~ T~. 3 

r.1ea.nt f or one pe:tson f or a week. On another occasion it was divided by 

f our--a windfall.. I suppos e the cigarettes were appreciated the r.1cst not 

only for smoking but also as a medium of exchange. For example: A loaf 

of t1civilian bread" smuggled in by certain guards sold for 40 cigarettes 

and a haircut cost one or two depending on the supply. My partner, bless 

his heart, was a tobbaco chewer . ~e always let me smoke a few drags of 

his cigarettes claiming that this enhanced the flavor . Otherwise the only 

food we had was in our dreams at night and in oµr conversations when awake. 

We were lousy and flea-bitten, and due to lack of pourishment and unsani

tary conditions, the bites never healed but continued to fester and itch. 

We were allowed showers: maybe one or twq times, perhaps as many as three 

altogether, once by mistake as I was in a grotj.p picked to go on a work 

detail but for some reason the order was changed. The showers were lo

cated in a building whereupon entering our clothing was placed in some 

sort of gas oven for delousing. We were allowed about five minutes for 
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showering which I t:u e ss was better than a sharp stick in the eye. From 

there we went to the room where our clothes were waiting and dre s sed. At 

one of these times, I had completed dressing except for my sweater . I r e -

member r eaching fo r it a.nd that is all until a group of · t d exci e peo_::;l s 

were c a l li ng my r!aJTt e outside the tuilding. I had apparently be~n 0-.~ ·:;.'C."~:-'i::· 

by the i;as CLnd i n :1y ·.-;e 2.kene d condi tion p2.ss ed out. In spi te of t r.~ .-~ 

se ened t o r e~ai n in ~ fair state of heal t h. 

On s e vera l c c c a s i ons we •,vere herded i nto Hulbe.rg E.b out f ou r ki ;_ · ".Cl - - -· 

aT,,ray f or T,.:-ago n loa ds of brique ts for t he kitchen, and onc e ·we ·.iere -· ... _ ·.· _., 

(I do not kno,,1 how f a r) to gather bundles o f s t icks and dead branc r:e=.-, ~-; 1· 

what I t ri oiigh t was to b e f uel for our huts. 1,1y bundle ended up i [l +J·_~ 

Ge r.man offi c e r s ' quarters ou tside tne camp. Well, we did h a v e a cha r:.f;e of 

scenery. 

~ e attended services at the Church of England, twice as I recall, at 

E~ster and again on a day of mourning for the death of President Roosevelt. 

We usually had two daily newscasts--one via the Gennan media and one 

which was clandestinely obtained by radio whihh the Germans could never 

find. I am sure there are people ~ho are more in the know about this and 

maybe some day I will be let in on it. 

Along about April we began hearing the sounds of artillery in the dis

tance so we knew the time for our liberation was growing close. I recall 

my friend Scott remarking·, "If I arrive home and find another man by my fire 

I will go find another fire·." This Southerner ·had a philosophical view 

of the whole situation and. a dry humorous way of expressing it. "Never, 11 

said he, "will I punish my children by sending them to bed without their 

supper.rt 

Al though there was one man in our group1<kho began to whine and have 
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illusions of being treated unfai rly, I knew of no one be c oming mentally 

unstable to the point where he needed help. It seemed that most P . o .-,J . rs 

sort of s e t their minds in t oleration toward the day when everythi.ng -:;-oul cl 

be back to normal, and we reasoned tha±, t he tougher things got t he clc,ss;:" 

that day wa s at h2.nd. 

On t he mo rni t1g of Ap ri ":_ 25 we mroke t o see the fences laying fl :.:.\ ,~ 

a Rus s i an officer s i t ting a white horse. There we re no Germans in 1:;1,·..;_' r,, 

and all t he repre ~ented nati ons' f l ag s were flying above t he ::1ain ;;=::. ·-:: . 

And Ni tho'1 t -::he actual expe riences such as we had gone through I do ~c, ~; 

beli eve one can f athom t h e t rue me aning of the symboli sm behi r..d, in c;;_r t___;_ • .: , 

t he Stars and Stripes. I am sure there were other tears shed bes~des 

own. 

Ac tually we were not that much better off in the hands of the Russi~ns , 

as I believe they lived off the land mostly , and for a day or two we ex

prisoners roamed the countryside doing l ikewise. 1,Ji thin the week we were 

marched to a town named Reis~ and were billeted in what I understo0d to be 

an engineer ' s school. Now these were exclusi~ely Americans, all other 

Nationalities having gone their s eparate ways. We continued on a starvation 

diet. v.Jhy our own people didn't come for us even after the official end 

of the war on May 7 goes without explanation. 

Well, Scott and I had had enough of this and one evening about six o tc lock 

we took off in a westerly direction . ::. As we stayed on the road, we met Ger-

man soldie·rs lingering in the ditches seemingly undecided as to just where 

to go, but mostly we ignored each other. Whatever the outcome of our pre-

sent situation we felt free at last11 And of course Scott came up with 

another gem : 11 If only our wives could see us now walking home with $eee 

miles to go ." 
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Al ong about e l ever. _dclock that nigh t we came to t he t own of ',!o r zen. 

The r e we knocked on the fi rst door that look ed as though i t mi ght ':::,:; a 

lik.~ l y place to be taken i n. A young lady emerged. (The ·wi dow of a 21.J.b

mariner as she to l d u s later) She took us to he r home, brought t.. ti :· =:?:~:<~cr:es 

and gave us q_ 1- ed . CoJ;1.e :r.or ning she brought u s breakfast, and ,,.J:9:.-,_ · ·J · 1.~-=; 

knO'.-m our p lans to l eave iP1IBedi atel y, she exhorted us t o r emain -i_ _:-_. · _ ,- _ 1· ~ ·:l,/ . 

"'he r eason teing t hri t the ~ ssians were less l i kel y to ha. r ass -the: - - , ··· .- .3 

l or..~ as .~..:-:i..e :cicar.s '.rere present. Our homi n g ins tine ts prevai l e d h -.-:-, ·_. · 

and -?.S '.·T2 p r ·Jbress2d westi:,rard, we were j oined by othe~·s not ne ceE ::: ?.. ::-' . -._ 

Americans, a s fo r i nstance , a young girl with a number tattooed o-r. '.'- ,- r _-.-~- ,-. 

S0me-si r1e duri ng the day we were met by an 1\Jn.erj.. c an truck, anc: I /' ·.es -

thi s is the part where we felt that t he war was r eally ove r , · r or 1 .. :re T-~ere 

once agai n i n t he hands of someone who would not onl y t ell u s wha t t o do 

and where to go but would treat us as fellow human beings i n t he process. 

Our i mmediate destination was Halle. After a shorttime t here ge t ting 

deloused, bathing, receiving clean clothes, some proper food , we were f lown 

to LaRarve, France, with an overnight stop at Riems . __ This was what at first 

looked to me like an impossible s~tuation, for by then there we r e perhaps 

thousands of people--.Americans, JFrench, arid English--waiting to leave ; but 

as I watched with gaping mouth, plane after plane arrived at the field 

until, and I am qui t e sure I counted corredtly, there were 150 C-47 ' s 

circling, landing, and taking off. 

I think we w~,re at Camp "Lucky Strike" for about a month, presumably 

because of lack of transportation back to the States, but mainly, and this 

is strictly my opinion, we were being made more presentaTul e to t he folks 

back home. A highlight: General Eisenhower came by and inquired as to ·., 

how we liked our vacation. 
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At any rate v e eventually boarded a new Coast Guard ship and in s i x 

days arrived at Eoston and ·:;ere sent on our merry way 1by t r ain. I was 

home t hen afte r app roximately a year. 

Later tha t ~ur~ull8 r I r eceived o r d ers for my wife ·and I and cr..ilC: , if 

we •,Tish8d, t o go t o Eot Sp rings, Arkansas, for r e cuperation arr:l ori ,-Tt~.J.. · ·-=- :· 

and poss i 13 r2 J.~Eig r.ment. Sinc e our records had been lost our re"'.J r ,~ 

ing included 3.n I . Q. tes t. ~1.l though I had s cored a 130 thr8e year s 

previousl y , nc·T the ·./n e els simply ~Tould no t t1J.rn for ·whateve r reasor:. 

not, protatly l ack of incentive. 

At C21:1p ::c Coy, ·.-:isccnsin, on the way home, I was proc essed for ..: .:_ ~- -

charge. Al though tr.e re were three p r ec i ous years out of our l i vss , -=: _ . . 

proud of hiving do ne what I had to do. I have no r e·a1 complaints a' cu:, 

t rea tment by the war depar tment beyond they're being somewhat chictzy a+; 

time s. I am now retired from a career as a rural mail carrier due a t l east 

in part to my service . 

I maintain that this is my country I was defending and will again if 

required. After having contr ibuted my small part in a successful campaign 

to conquer those who would destroy us, I can feel nothing but pride and no 

way would I trade the experience with anyone who for whatever reason es

caped the duty. 
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Banh,ol t the 1th . otf Oct. 45 

Dee_r· f'q_ ..J.~,;-~ ! _,r •) ;::;rr1ard 
- - - j . , ..I. ' 

~e were very g 1 ~d ~ore
ceive V'-:-'Ur i .etter ct!ld vr P ~ saw that v')u \'l:.. th the hel-n of god are back at your 
wife and nice child .It n.1st have been a ~: ~.'---;'.18.S S t'or your wife to see b&ck 

1
1

1 ;:.t:fter so long her husb2n.d , beca~SE1, ~B we know, it wo..3 very hci..rd in Ger!:lany :for 
the ~~'&eri c ,-lins. 

l ii.tter ,_,.c-~i_ left us ,-ye h::..d here 38 sold:_ r.~s , t,,_,_+.., ·:: e r.:'.:--,st liked vou all nine 
Very o:fte~ ~re spoke then ::ibout y ou !::.i.ll. \"/e r -~ccd ,r 0 d t vvo letters of..,Fran.ck 
i,1:::Lrtinck and one froo. Charles ."/{s ...... ~;_r1 1:: t ': ey "-tll a~P r· ~~: in i\.rne~icq , f'-.-. :::' H""'.'111.,r 

'le hed Y'd n8thing,v1hat is d :_1tij f'or us. :Jn ~1·.ra ... rs )r·-i __ -y·Pd for you,th::i_ t you c c) 1J. ld 
:;_--.etu1,:1 1 -fh'='-'-, 1i~s 3ucceedded. 

Dear Bernard,we thctn..1<: you and your uife f.:_, -::- the fine d.:nd good r".c ~r ~ .J::, . ~s~e
cially for \"/ha t vr:ts in it. \'/~ h::.we c.·:.. brPc: let r;-i_c1.

1
-~ '"'f' s~lver Dut e::. :i ~:1::::: - c rl"i_ns , 

I h~1.n. t.1 o hope it W'.~ s r~'" ·. d_v to send y 01.1.~ wi 01-'.. tl-:..is ~-et "':,er, but it w~~s n_nt s :-, 
.~nq. it ton,,._,. .. too long 1-Jo · 1c it . with ;1Iri ~-_,.; r~: . · e se~c.. t1~1~ '-:: ~ - c ~let ',/:_ +,h a s 01.1 · 

vinir of Ecl~ --~.i ::1_c:; soon 0.s i+J ts :-e;:.c~-r~ ·· 
:Uear B2r·1:1.rd ':lp~c_; in the surr ''X1.de ::·s ( on~ :r 'b_ ·:, , t' - n. ":". our at foot) is 0.. L .. r~e 

c _;;"a\a:--: · -~ .·'\.'."!ler:..c s~--1 S0 1 .rii.ers,there cone s :.:1 '_30 ::~ f2.yir_g-ground' -.l e likec. -,er·J 
much you shoulc. c o'.°'1~ by ~ P~ '"'_:-'l:-=tne, it is e~tsy ~ ::'.i.Ot? 

Berr.P-::."' ·"': ._""!'"n~.:':\~r .Jat::~ '.:::'::'c:: "(Cl .. ...,~ ~'- ~d nothir:.-- rr- ~-- '_""'Cl 1:~ s t _._ll is in life .. 
D?:).r ;p:,::_::_:_:....,d ·· .. · 2 ,:.::'~A!"; ·+J.""'.C'U.g~t at ~'h~ rlq_-r - : -~-- ,..-,T,F!'H tf:re.All I)8':';> 2- ~ 3i~~ ~:e: 
·=-'.. :!_ ;::: ~~ ~ .:_ ~-: ~ . _,::;~ '-~ 4= +_1-, o s::: '_rl_.=_ - ::.."'~ -·;";_,::, ":-..-- c · .... . - :: i.... r. s., s-:. :_ ~--: ... ,Tc: V er.:; ber. 

De so good :.:1~d v1r:_ 1:.e 1-'.S ~--r' V~1_1_ re2_rd nothin,8' c~ bout the o+_,h_o-: ... 'l::;r~, :r~ , .P~: .:_ 
J(E:.r,_ny, me'.:1-::v ,,J chnny, Chc,.rles , Franck EL."'ld Bes chke. , 
Bernard,send us ci. picture of· you,your wi:,e ~i ... '1.C. y our 2..ittle . nice shil.d. 

Now; I end vii th vvri ting 2 .. nd send yo 11 .: end ?() 1J. "':' \T: ~e, ·<_--:_:_c,,_ ,. ,'? 'Fenn very ::.1u1;h 
~o see,::i.::"'1-.,'"ly k-:._~c. :· 22~.::..·cs C\-ersea. 

I 

Pieter,-Ca th8.rine c.nd :. ru1ci. Eoeters. 

BcLri.ho::. t 74. 
He 11<::md. 





_.,. 
Husband Of Fargoan 
Reported Prisoner 

PFC. Bernard H. Petterson 
Binford is reported a prisone:: 
Germany according to a l et t er 
ceived from him 
and a war de
partment r'eport 
t o hi.s wife, who; 
w ith tp~lr dau,gn .:. 
ter, is · visiting 
her mother, Mrs. 
Mary Dahlin, 304 
Fifteenth av s· .. 
P v t. Petterson. 
son ot· Mrs. Bes
sie Petterson . of 
Finley, was list--
ed missing Deer . I ; • 

t 
' 2.'l in Belo·it}m~ rette:i·son 

. . He served ~ith ltU1e :5ev·enth 
ni or.ed divi-ai~m. EL<'1i-st ;i.rm · 

• c'; t~~ r-;~ r V~I:\ ·n , At\;;1~t 
) -~ ." ,r .,.~ i·...>1T 1a.s . 

: ..... , 



, ______ ___ 

-
1204 

,./ 
SYMBOLS ' 

.--____ -.._ 

DL~Day utter 

NL=Niiihcucccr 

LC= Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cablc Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

Time of receipt ia STANDARD TIME at point of destinatioa 
1· 

DC -52_9PM MAY 2G 1 945· 

HEQ.UESTS ' MRS AN Gt Lt NE PrTTERSuN 

HS 

830AM 

' 



], 

r-: ,c' 

~ THE~ - . . ~ 
;r' ~====.~~~-~~~ .. ~ ~ 

~ ----~ -

. , ~_. ·- ·c. 

~tuarb~ tbi~ 

aiertifiratP of Apprrriatinn 
to 

. illtrnarh ~- Pttttrson 

/~{f'4¥1',k~/tJ~,,n,p~$ij,¥J/iJ~jYf3?(/~/~Pl/t'f~~~0ia/?@~a) 
~~~Y~~~d'4?ttmf/~d/}~~d:,~,/UY~/'ac&!/fakfft: 

~ ._/ _/ _;:v//: //. _·/ G> ·,j ·r. ./ ~-,~P P p. 
c;::,y~,a&~CW /frr,#/1#1f"'U)j?/ .:::LjdN'PC.// ~ ~?@'ff//t'«,,t/, 

~,d ls t / {«~,,,t7/_ §eptember , /~ liJ . 

A~::=!4; 
d~Cl,~ ~)t5.~-

STATE DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE 



:::;:: 

WAR ·CCAIMS c0Mrvt1ss10N 
,··' .· . . . ,. . .· . 

... , . . 

/''..·: ·,,<;.,,_:_w.· .)\sH,_l'J.qT.QN 25. ,Q . 
. ;.!'. 

·_:~ .• -_ .. ,._:_.···.··.v v/_z_:_:·.~.;· .. ·· . • ~. :~.) .. : .~ .,:/ J'._l_···._v __ .,. . ,: .. 9.t h<>Sti~tir;s• . 7Jt:---4[ 
.. · P1~·atd~ Vh ., .. Barton; . 

C, f ~ •~\~fl·. C . : 

. ·"" · ~1 . .l:t ;:) 


	Bernard Petterson of Binford: Germany, World War II
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1667183273.pdf.8ydES

