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EX-PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Name: f ( . ./(}, [ ,'111 £ F! /Vlu :~ P/-i r 

2. 

Current Address: 
ci .q :., - - · , ~-5· 1.0 . / C 
~ d- / \ ,::, t [/ I: L 'ft\ I 11 1-. 

,,.,--;, 17 i ,, .: L"'t c: o ..1 ~ / ' ,( / ("') l -vJ_~/ er ,, 1, If . 1 .' n 1 \. .) ) / v . \/. ,.-; :J () 

Address at time you went into service: 

11-'--"/ /1V 0;1 ) ,V, I) 

Birthday: 
C ")V /q ,o ·o 

· V '- · I ; .' I I -; 

Family: (~pause and children) 
ii :=e--Cl :1r 3. 

3ons--Donald, Gary 
D~u[ ~t 2ro--Sil 2en, Kar en, K~thleen 

3. Work and educational experience prior to going into service? 
~; i -=:~ te ~m ,....,onths in two CC C C-:irp s 
Warehouse 'irnr k :=md Construction i:rnrk 
~en years schooling 

4. Dates and place of entry - into service? 
Fort Snelling, "·innesota. ii·arch 28, 1942 

5. Summary of events from time of entry into service and until just 
prior to capture or entering status as a POW? 

Rerrained at Ft. Snellung a week tlien sent to Ca~p Barkely, Texas for Basic Training. 
Weapon Train~n~-:. a.nd :.:-Co ~baf Infantry Training. In Januany 1943 was sent to Shreveport, La. 
on rraneuvers for about two and half !T'onths. Then back to Camp Barkley and furloughs-.. : but, 
first we guarded the water towers and bri.dges on President Roosevelt's trip to and frorr 
yexico. I re~ained in Texas until August then went Yu~a, Arizona and California for 
rraneuvers. The heat was unbearable •. · Day aftsr-Chri-atir.&s - we .. wer_e. sen:L t .o Fort. D~.:i;.1 Jl• J. 
-..rriving there about Januq,ry 1, 1944. Left N. Y. on rrarch 23, 1944 for Liverpool, 
England landing ther April 6, 1944. Then sent to Wales for a few weeks. Left froF 
Cardiff, Wales for Uorr-and1 France about June 5, 1944. Landed in Normw-4i': on June 7, 1944, 
moving toward St. Lo, France. 

6. Unit, Country, time, area, weather, etc., at time event occurred 
which resulted in POW status? 

Cg. '.l, . 357 Inf. 90 DiT., ]'ranee, ETenirig, Nor1rtandy, warm/ July :. 7··/ 1944':.' 
Don't recall very much on weather·,.·. too · stunned by capture. : ;; .. · · · ' 

,:_r V t • .a \JI' .~- ·"' 1,.. 

• I .,~. 

l- .•. 



7. Describe military or other events that resulted in your POW status? 
We left a gap in our l ines in t he gfte~noon of t he day before our 

capture and the first thing we knew the)I we:'e :111 around us ; thi;::; 1-.;a .s ot1 

July 6, 1944. T:hs:,- had us surrounde d f ro - t:1e 3.f t s rnoon of t he 6th until 
the late evening of the 7th. 

8. Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were 
involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What typ e of personnel 
(military or civilian) took control of y ou? 

9. 

·10. 

11. 

Perhans the whole CO. or wr.:.at was l e ft of tt1e ...... as -r..v e wern' t up t o f ull 
strength. "'As for the nurrber of men, I don' t know. The r e W'=' re :rrany kill ed 
and TI'any wounded. The Ger;rans left th e .... b e :1ind . Our CO . Co~,.,..an der i;·ras one 
of those left behind. Th e very badl y wouLl : d w~ r e l ~ft behind. 

They took us behind the lines t h e fi:rs t n i ;.~ht. '11he next day ·,.re sta:rt e d 
walking to Al encon, Fr ance. 

Jtili tary. 

Were you able to hide or escape? 
did you hide? Food? Clothing? 

If so, tell what happened. Where 
Water? Weather ? Sleep? etc. 

No, we were told that we would be shot i mrediately for atte~pting to 
escape. They threatend to shoot three~en for every TI'an that escaped. 

They always see~ed to have plenty of gaurds and gav e no opportunity 
to escape. So"."'e of the gaurds told us they were Turks. 

• 'J' 

How did your escape end? 
enemy? 

Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by 

.. r Di .d not escape. , '),· 

~! •• ; 

Could- Y,ou de~qribe ,in ~equeIJ.ce · the· various . places you~ were inter
rogated and the met,hods ,, o.f questioning. the enemy ~s~~l? 

Once behind the lines in a fa.rm house and.1Qa~ ~c.:-,aj ~ ene.on , France. 
Questioned individually at both places. 



12. Did you have a weapon on yourself when you were captured; Did it 
effect your treatment? 

Yes, a kn.if e, two h anci grenade s and a few r oun ds of arr - uni ti 0n. 
No. 

13. Were you at any time considered a civilian or an enemy s py o r a 
wrong nationality? If so, how did this effect your treatment? 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17,. 

_. ... 

Ho. 

When captured or escaping, what clothing or equipment were you 
wearing? What changes .did the enemy make in your clothing? 

Fi rst, a ~roolen O. D. pant a nd shirt. An I.,.,,pregnated Fat i :::;u8 ·__.-_,_i.:'o:·r/1 
ov er the O. D's. :.frlich T,ras trsat e .:i uy ....::ne ..... i c 1.ls for protection f ro- i:',' "13 , 
.B 1iel d je.c ~-::et i n pack, hel:-'ut, pack and arr-o. belt, co -bat boot s an:: c·=tnt ::: en . 
No c ~anges in clothing. 

The e qu i ]:"' en.t 1r'ias removed except hel!T1ut which was t aken at Char tr es, 
France"'· wi th a ll tne clothing.m. the heat was so!1"ething terrible. 
En e~y did not ~a k P.any cban~es in clothin~. 
Wha~ was your rirst roan you receiv~d after your capture and what 
was your food from that date on? 

A tiny peice of bread and a s ~all cup of apple cider after the 2nd day 
of walking. I don't recall getting any food at ilencon, France. 

Thin watery soup and srall portions of bread, so'r"etin-es potatoRs, Al ~-rays 
s1'1"all portions. The soup and dirty unwashed and decaying potatoes were 
inedible. Onc e in a while we would get a tiny piece of ..,eat or cheese . The 
food was real bad! 

Did your nationality, religion, or race have a bearing on you r 
treatment from the enemy? 

No. 

' ..... 
What- was your impression: of your captors?: Were they arrogant, . 
(considerate, professional, troubled; confused, anxious, etc.·? ··. 

Some, were. arrogant -and rrean. SomE: of the . ola: ,_ones were bet~er_ tc;i get· 
;· along_ with . Th'e young ones. were. ~ot, t _o be t,~;usted· and wouldn 1,t h~s:ijat.e to 
' shoot or beat a pri~oner. ·r,;;;- i mpre;ssic.m twas ~o~ to trust any .c,P:ft them~ ~ t, 

\· :f\_· r 
~; \. ·~ . 



18. Were you alone or with others? How many? Sarne unit? Other units? 
Other services? Other nationalities, etc.? 

With other s . I don't recall how ,..any • Yes, the s ::i.T"e unit. C the r 
uni t s'? No. No ot he r N3.ti onali ti es, at the ti f"e of capture. 

19. At time of your capture, did you have hisher or lower ranki n g person s 
with you? Did the difference in rank effect you? 

30 th h i ; her 8.n d lo u8r rank. Diffe r enc e in rank did n o t ,.-. _ ..... ~... ,., . 
- .L. ~ V\,,., ~ ._, • 

20. Following your captur e, how did you feel about your famil y at home, 
and at what point o r time did you feel they probably knew about your 
POW status? 

I T,rnrr i s d about rr Y T,"other and hoping that she ·woaldn' t worry too r 'J.C'.1. • 

. Also hoped t he r e st of !"Y fa,...,ily and loved on e s would h e lp her a l ong . 
I thought they would find out about rrY being a POW. By Nov erbe r ~ 

Red Cross r e9res entat i ve gave out c a rds to be filled in. He was to pick the~ 
up and send t h e~ on. 

21. When did you receive your first letter, package or information that 
your family knew of your capture? 

yY birthday is in Nove!Tlber. r,'Y l"'Other sent ??18 a ,~!-DliJ6 card which I 
received in r:arch 1945. As a Po-:t( my r ail didn't get to me. 3irthdtiy cards 
were S Ent never r eceived, as well all packages or letters were never receive~. 

22. In regards to your interrogation or questioning--was this conducted 
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have special or 
skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? Ho~ long. were 

. ' ,f 

you there? Then where did you go? ' · 

. No, theysee~ed t'o be· skilled .' . They wante·d ·'~nf'o.~a.ti,o~ aoo~t ,T"Y .l!.!1i,t, 
what . Co. ·etc. · When :we· saw ·act'ion firs·t ·;: w~at' ~ectio:r( of: ~n;-e~.~ca I Wa.'s from. 
How .long I was in Service.' - Nawe·, Rank; ··and· Seri,al N.o:·: -1.· .. ·· ., . ...,; -.. , 

They .said, "Aren't you glad the wa.r_is over . for you, yr. 'f'Urphy"., 

... 

',::, .c'. 



23. How did you feel the war was going when you were captured? 

I kne1"1 that we uere :-oving ahead and i:-re were winning it. 

24. Did you think you would eventually get home? 

In r;,y first days as a POW I thought I i:,rould t;<? t ho""e ago.in bu~, 
as t h e days turn8J i nt o rronths I was having s 2rious doubts a8out it. 

25. Did you have an opportunity to observe the enemy in combat , training, 
camp, or moving from one place to another? 

I S 9..W s o-.- c o: t':..e- ~a::'.:'chin g :3..:-id. s inging and th :; y were you11 ,;:_~ 'oo / s . 
One Ca--p I wa·s i n they ·would give t :he guards clos e order dr ill an d ~.':. f' ,:.::--~-:: r 7 

~rainin g. The:.r w2re Vlokstro ...... I gue s. We would """ake fu.n of ths ...... . 'Ld -t >. :=-J~ 
becarre r eal an ~ry and pulled their rifles on us. 

26. Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture? What was 
done about your injury or illness following your capture? 

No, I wasn't ,:,rounded at ti..,e of capture. About b10 or t~.i..ree a.a::,;-s b9fo1 e 
t he war im.:. OVGI' I o~caT"e very ill. ·The GerT""lans did notbing. On e of -~y . 
buddies rounded u:p sor-e Sulfa.pills for Tf'e. They see'""ed to do the tri ck. 
I had such a high fEver and cold plus the lice and hunger about finis : 2 d re. 
?ty pals wouldn't leave without r1e. Two days after the Krouts left I wa s 
feeling better. He Walked away fro T!'l the place. 

27. At your permanent camp or camps, would you describe your conditions. 
Food? Living area? Beds? Food ration? Health? Water? Weather? 
Number of men? Guards? Size and location of camps? Organization 
in camp by enemy and by U.S. forces? 

The food was terrible. If one could call it food. Sugar beet pulp soup, 
the horrible pu~pkin soup and those smelly rotten potatoes with the sprouts on. 
Evan today I can hardly look a potatoe in the eye that has been boiled with 
the jackets on. - So=eti,....es we got barley or pea soup; . it was edible. Bread 
never less then six rren to a loaf, so~eti~es eight to ten and there ' were days 
none. No salt at Stalag 4-B. We received one tablespoon of sugar on some 
days. The hogs had better food then we POW'S. They were Schweinhundes. 
vle received about one-half cup of soup per day. -. 

Living area Barracks were crowded and cold, no heat. Triple bunl~ with 
.. -bo_ards to lay on and one~half. fl_i,.,,sy blanket~ Tlie l.ast .. plac~fere ., ~n t'en ts. , 

Straw was placed on the ground for beds. It was awfully · crow,ded. -~ .. We · were . 
stepping on each other. Always full of lice·,-, fl.eas ~d other vermi:P: . He~l th 
was sorr,eti~es good and other tirres. not so good,. Water w~s t.urned _on or off 
was fit to drink. Too cold to bathe if one ha'd soap it· woudp~ ~ l .~ther. 
Wea ther;_-So!"'eti!T'1es nice other ti,:.,es cold d:7p.~rid~ng on .the : s _~ason:..- · :··. J.f~~~-Al ways 
crowded I don ·' t know how rrany. Gaµrds-:...$o r"e ·w~re fair and treated:· us · decent 
others were rr,ean· and surly, arrogant. Car.,ps·--To me the· camps . seemed large. 
Location. of the Camps were Stalags XII-A at Lirburg, IV-B at Jro.hl.berg, 
III""'.'B at Furstenburg and III~l at Luckenwalde. 

·· · Organizations--None that I was aware of except ·getting the. news to us 
by the u. ·s. and British via their radios • . 



28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

While in your permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the 
war? What did guards say about the ending of the war? 

Yes, the n2ws ":,as pick ed u p r a dio wd. pass e d along. 
About tr ... e g-u.ards m:.d t h e war: :,fhen the i: '? -r,..,.,an s broke thro u 3) 1 at ~h e 

Ar dennes, 3 el ; ·iurr, the g1.1.a~ ds wer e jubilmt. Before we ·.-re1··e li t:2r ::-~ t ·::: r ::30 -.-e 

of t he g'1.lards ~-13.nt e d t o discard t1:leir UI1if0Trr s e....rid we apons and stay ~-ri t h us . 
·E11ey were turn e d a way. Dicln' t hear the r r,,ention the i:,rar and t te:., ~,, ':: i' e 
becoT'>'ing v ery nervous n ot to b~ trus.ted and were tri gger hap ·py, 0:::- t c. 
If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please descri be your 
daily transportation, work, food, punishment, etc.? 

k:::: ord i n. f to t he Gen eva Convention I didn't work b ec ause o f r r.'. ::: . 
~~ on c orr s a oove t h e; ).ar1k of Corpora l di d.n' t work mr wel'e r c: quir ?. d . 

Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the enemy or 
friendly military action? 

The bullets were landing around the tents we slept in at Luckenwalde. 
I don't recall any darrage. There was Russian Aircraft overhea d. Gerrran SS 
Troops were bivouacad in the woods near the tents. A day or two before the 
War ended and waiting for nightf al.l so they could move in to Berlin; they 
warued us tQ stay j.nside or be .;3hot after dark. . . . . . 
Could you describe yotir roll call o~ counting procedure in camp? 

Roll Call: SoTI'e carrips we were counted morning and evening, othern only r--ornings. 
They would count ov~r and over. Son::etiTI'es we would have ~o stand. a .long 
ti~e~ Once in awhile they would argue a~ong the~selves. If ~en were . 
!"'is sing they would sure get ~hook _. up. · 

32~ What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? _Weapons? Number? 
Service, etc. ? . .~.i -' · ;. · 

ea.st 
they 

be · 

.... ~ .o I 



33. Could you describe your camp? 
Latrine? Ration distribution? 
Recreation, etc.? 

Size? Fences? Guard towers7 
Hours? Lock-up? Heat? 

34. Could you describe the men close to you or the men you knew best? 
How did you get along with them? 

We got along well. When we had sore extra food in our bellies, we 
would joke and sing, and enjoy · a bit of horse play. I think we did our best to 
get along with everyone. To ~e that was the right way, avoid any trouble if 
possible. Abou.t the rrien I was close to they were real decent. 

·····i 
.a • ~ :~ , '7 

. f. : .; . .s. • ·~· 

l :. • 
. ' 

' ' ,- ~· I'~ . I, 
... ,.!., 

\.· :·- r .. 
. ·:'' 



Answer to 1uest i on 33. 

The s ize of t ~~e c3.,....p s s ee,...., ed to be quite large md cro~rded. 
Each nn tion 2.l i ty ~,. 3.d their own coripound an d hac. to s ta.y in it, c _-: -
c ept at St '1.lag IV- B where the prisoners were free to -ingle. ··re ;-,;-,.·::: 
many n -~1tionali t i es there. It was q_ Trans i ent Ca,.....p. A group of' 
A,..,eric rm s were placed in a~ong the 3ri tish PO W' S Co..,..po1.md. ~:le ~~ou.2-ii 
a bide by -~heir rules. Sat ing the i r "3kil l y" which was soup to u3. 
T'ne Ger --an s ':)rou gh t i:1 a group of Polish i;rny"en af ter an upr i sir...: i n 
¥arsa,. Jo -e o f the- gav e birth. In or der to wash the- they hq1 ~ ~ 

breqk the ice in the water t ank. ~fo heat. 'Je t ~rew s ""'c1.l l .:.!.r"oun~ .· 
o:f' our f ood in to .t~1eir coyYpound to help the'!"" . Je nad .so Vel' ./ : .;__ ~ ~ ~ J 

ours ~lves 2nd ~~sn't very ~uch. 
?snces had long barbs ~n the wire at Stalag IV-~. So~e cq~~ s 

h q d sin gle f anc es, others had double fence with wi re rolle d , nd 
st r·etc11e d. oe b re.::m therr . 3o!""e ~lso had a warning ~vire, s in gle :::: ~:· ··...:, ~ 

placed .g_ s:lort distance fro,-- the rain fence. It was " v erbota:?n" to 
c o br::yord t he ~ra:r-n ing wire. ~fo woul d be shot for that. Guar d ·· ' ·jT.,rc ~· s 
on the corners and ga.tes, perha_p s in ·between. They tlso ha d sca .1.. ·c:1 
l i~·ht in b1er, La trines in sol'l'1e ca ...... ps h a d water on one end of the 
barr acks and a l a trine on the other with a seat over a hol e a.n d a 
trough. At St2.lag IV-B Russ i ans would pump theri out and s9 r ead on 
th -2 fields. A stench. At Stalag III-A they had an open t rench Fi th 
e1 p ole a cross out in open ground no walls or cover. 

Ration distribution was forr,ed fy groups and chose one rr.an for 
it's leader. He cut the bread and doled out any other rations we 
.may get. Soup was carried to the barracks by people picked for t he 
job. We queued up for that. 

Winter 'hours were fro TT' 8 A.v. until dark. Su yirr,e r we had to be 
in by 9 P.M. I . don ' t recall the ~orning ti~e. 

Lock-up: We had to be indoors those hours or run the risk of 
shot or the jail, so~e ca~ps had one. 

There was absolutely no heat. 
Recreation: The British did and 

recreation equiprryent at Stalag IV-~. 
any. Soccer or Volleyball,. etc. For 
periods around the compo~d. Sort of 
constant hunger off ~y ~ind • 

. \' 

French had sorre had SO M~ 
That was the only place I saw 
~e, I liked to walk for long 
took the thoughts of ho~e and 

/ 



35. Could you tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the 
medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp? 

There wa s Dys entery Rnd influenza. 
at I V-B. Th e Jer~ana run hi~ oui of the 
a cigarett e. If he wa s able to s r oke he 
hospital, t h ey s aid. 

One of -y buddi 3s wa s in ~t a hosnital 
hospit a l when they 2aw hi i- ::>-o\in g 
wasn't ill enough to be in t h e 

?h e B~itish would take un po wdered r il k and food coll ect i ons f o r t~e 
T. B. pat i ents in the hosp ital.- )lhenever ~.,re got Arre~ican Red Cro ss :)"1.rc

3
ls 

we gave th e po ~1dered r ilk an.d food, a s the other nations food p ,~_rc 2l- di d n o t 
contain po·,rd ,3r e d -ilk. No t all was given, sJ'Y' all port i ons "'.'12:'e c i v --, n . 

36. Were any prisoners killed in camp or taken from camp and disappe ared? 

One pr i s oner w~s shot an d kill ed on our ~arch fro~ Stalag III- ~ ~t 
:?urst ,3 nbu:c g to Jtalag III-A at Luc k enwalde. I don't r ecall any t h·;,_t :-~n:12 
disapp eared . 

37. Could you describe the ration or food distribution system? How 
much? Fresh, canned, stale r dried, etc.? Local foods , Red Cros s 
parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians? 

The food was picked up by a detail fro~ each barrack ,·at a distributi on 
noint. Food was doled out in the barracks. Fresh, , only in soup such as cabbag e, 
turnips, pu~pkin, and potatoes in very meager portions. Very seldor canned 
food,- a spoonful of ~eat or cheese. Dri ed peas or barley in soup. A s~all 
spoon of sugar so~e days. No local foods. I never received a Re d Cross parcel 
by ~yself. A parcel was shared onced with another . ~an. All ot he: parcels 
were shared aTl"ong four, six, and eight n, en. · No parcels were received fro rr hor,e. 

Sor.eti~es we traded cigarettes and choclate for bread with guards. 
No opportun~ty to trade with civilians. 

38. Describe the type of work or responsibilities you were assigned 
within .the camp from friendly or U~A prisoners? 

Sometimes the British would have u·s sweep the, barraoks and som·etimes. 
carry soup rations to the ba.rr~~ks· tr·orn the· Kitchen. 

- :y 

'i " 

'\ ,·· 

. . ' -~···~ .. ·. :.:- ........ . . 



39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp? 
Your health? Age? Faith in U. S . Ar med Forces? Religion? Family? 
Aid from other prisoners? 

I would s a y all of tho s e t h i ;;.G"s i n ~;1..., 8.
1-J o,re qu est i on . ] e l i gi on w:1.s a 

good thing for -e. They ha d a t iny Cha pe l 3t Jtalag I V- B. I wou l d a tt 9n d 
~ ass al ~ost ev ery -oTning. There we ~e C~t~ol i c p r i es b t here fr o- - any 
different coun t r y s. 1I1hey would b G :J a ~."i !l c; · as s at t he s a - e t i -e at t nc i r 
tiny Al tars. 

A lot faith in t h e U.S. Ar,..,ed ?o r c c.:J , - y f2. - i l y 3.n.d a i d froT"' o ther 
pri S\ One r s . I was youn g 2.n cl i n f a i rl y i;oo ,i h-::;a l t h. 

No oppo r tuni ty to att cn .J. r Pli gous s? -~Ti c <:- s 2. t o tn 2r St 3. l a g s e :~c ,.rn t on ~ 
out door ,_,..ass on East er Sunday at Sb.lag I I I - A 

40. Did any prisoners become mentall y sick or irrational in camp a nd 
were they removed? 

None t hat I was a r.- ong or a ~,,are of. 

41. Did you have any secret radios, .. newspapers or outside news sources 
in camp from which you received information? What information did 
the enemy give you? 

. , 42 >. 

i'-.. ,. 

Someone had a radio and they kept us inf ormed on ho w the war was going in 
the Pacific as well as Europe. Ne wspapers fro- the eneT"'y only when so~ething 
happened to be in their favor as The Battle of Bulge or President Roosevelt ' s 
death. On a:.:lat er ore they had a large red headline , "Roosev el t fhe Gangster 
Is Dead" . We would get the paper througha rran we thought to b e an enemy i m
plant . Re clair,ed to be an American • ~,;e ha d our doubts about him because of 
his manner of speech and actions. ·rhe British warned us about him. 

Did Y6i have any· serio?s illness in camp? ~f 

·only· the high fever and lung· congestion t6vtards the en·d .. of Jhe 
Also ~- coupl e · of· 'bouts wi.th Dysentary. 

i- , ... 

wart · . 

.- . ~ .. 
., ·- -

4.J'./ Did yoµ _. ha:ve any riots: in camp? 
•,{ 
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44. How did you first know that war was coming to an end? 
l'J e,;·rs by radio. ' he r 9.? id ,..,.,oveT"'Emt of enemy t:::-OO!)S to;·r:ud ---; e ::'.:'lin. 

RussLrn 'l1 •oot:' s T:: 0 -:--0 .!J. 1 30 --o-.ring -to r,n:,a. -·· erlin along '.·rith ~ussi :=m -pl_::is s . 
nervous guar cls . ~::~m on e n i L:ht the guards a ll disap~ e il r e d. 

45. What were some of the tricks you played on guards? 

~o..,. e of '.s :·;ouL :. -:i ~ 2. ::-1 >: e s ~m on quite a f G W "'"ornin z s ~·r i '.:: ::. r_)i1_::.' l .· , 
3.cro.Js Fi e 1·13.H: ~ ·1d ~,r e.it for th e Gr1.,..-p 7Jnt cr Off i c e r to cop,e by ?.·:-:.. ,-'. '.:: -;·; ~_, ~ 

scre·~l ,.... i LG, "Ju 3t '::lc caus -~ you do i t in A.:"' e:r ic'.l you can't in Gs r r--n1~:· 1
• 

"House , r o u s e , Sch1•:e i Ghunde 11
• We 1:-TOuld hav .:::'. t o ~ov e . 

Pr et -:; n d in t; that ~r :. ~,r::: re sick on e rrorning a f e~·: of U 3 f c llo :rs :' -• , <1. i :.1.Jd 
in t _e 1-::a.Trac >.:s durin g :roll call. The above -,,..entioned unt Gr offi c - r -·: 11: 

so..,.. e guards ca- e in both en ds of 03..rr3.c ~rn . The y the ~ to:J ~;:: us to L:-"' j J. il. 
It ..-..-12. s cold and ·,,m t e:r was frozen on the walls. ·,ve ~r0:re 1 o c ::·:: d u '; 1. 2. }_ d 1.:,,- . 
'!e didn't g, t any rations f or the day . The jok e bac \-:fir ed an d wa:J O !: ·_ts . 

46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others 
that you have knowledge of or direct information about? 

I nev e r att er.pt ed to escape. We had · one escape. I don't r ec a ll t }1 e detail2. 
He was an A...-erican Jew and feared f or his or,,m safety • . After his r ecapture , p.e 
told us about the big r"istake he T"ade which was walking after dark i nstead of 
daylight. He was picked up for that. 

47. Were you ever bombed by friendly or enemy aircraft? 
We were never bor,b::.- ed. but were strafed'oYfriendly planes twice• · 

48. Describe any special train or· ship trip you took while a prisoner? . 
I had four train trips. The bo:x: oar ride from Paris ·to Lir!'burg. ~rmani .... 

. . , . , .. . . . '· . . , L 

was the most vivid. The · bq·x. oar wa~·. so;.;.. damn: hoit; . ~-tu€fy . and,: crowded:; , tfe-1· c:ouldn' t . 
stretch our leg~ properly~: -.-.,~!-~. ~~,s,)p.e_. ORe·,1.~hEjV~--·.W~ .r,~ee;ved ,'. S: . sn{a!l ' sausa~e :. 
rfng, a kind of' flat smaii foaf ·ot· ~r.e~d;.;per.i,m~.~~:· I ·· do~.tr· reca~Jif .how·1n,any ··men: 
on a Red Cross Parcel • . WE{all. ate the. sausage first fearing:it ,. woulq. spoil. 
The bread and. Parcel foocf .wou1_d keep ' • Anyhow it was all ·gone bef.or_e arriving 
at Limburg. We had very little wateD to· drink:~ A.t . some- of ' the )itb~s .. we .'.ma.de; ,he 
guards put a bucket. of drinking wa:b-e;r in •1 •• 'All ::· ani on'e go~ wa.\i C:a, '. -ie::fy s~a.11' .. e ari\ . . 

, · There wa.~ one tiny wi~dow· in _tlie co·rner of the 9~~,. We,,:y~e~1a:/ c~ f .or a<uririal . · 
and. threw i ~ out t~e window along with·:· defi.catidl;l';:•=-. :: ri.i.t..-e~!•' i~trai.e~i,,<>n 'this . ride~ : 
It wa~. a nightmare. Someon&}~ld a ,Ger·man officer to pain·f.'a;· :Red;;,hor·oss ·'.,on to -.. 

~Ke!'!!'-if'tm,er!~\i,afl!·it( ~J:I0W-o!b~t!!.'li -~fo11{zr~ :~r,:~t11S Cii~~I~~f them a!d 
.:if ···. ,'• ... . ,,, · .. '· •;' /. , . • ,..: .,i(~:;,> ·Y. ;-:° 

•• _ .• ;d ... ;:· 



49. When were you close to death or felt all was not worth living and 
you probably would die or be killed ? 

I b eli ev e all PO W' 3 we re close to deat h due to s tr ·:. f i n g, 1Jo~ ':J i i:: ;s , :r:, .. .1~g-:; r, 
cold, lone lines s 3.nd. t :: e t h o s e da ~-n lice. At ti :rre s I ·::: e li ,"ve t::-i a t r- -, . .r\y o-T 
us thou,.-;h t li f ,""; ~-ui s n' 1.r or t h livin; b y having to ;.:,·o t h ro 1J.f"::h :3.11 of 1~':!i 2, . 

50. Could you t e ll about any special religious observances b y t he e n emy 
or special occurance when they relaxed or tightened secur ity rule s ? 

Chri .3t~ a s Da ~l t r~e~i a l l o~·~ed us Catholics t o at t end , ~idni ght • r- 3. s0 . -~ --~ ·.;:/ 

said i t b : i nc ch~i :~ t --~ 8 uay we receiv e d a bit of wat ery oatr eal, w9 cou_d dr i n~ 
i t , As ~ell a s our d~ily ration l a ter in t he day. 

51. Would you d~scribe in detail any particular holiday, if observed, 
by enemy or prisoners , such as, New Years or Christmas. 

Christ~as, if you can call it a celebration . 

52. How did you feel about food in camp? How did enemy food agree with 
you? What was food? What were utensils? What did Y?U. make_ to eat 
with? Pots, pans, cups, plates? 

It was terrible. It bothered rrY sto~ach. Especially the bread, sour 
and soggy. Watery soup and bread ~ostt of the ti~e. At other tiFes only one 
of the two. 

A can and spoon. It was used for eating and drinking purposes. No other 
utensils needed. Never had enough food to use the~. This was wY own feeling 
about it. Some others had ~ade utens:µ.s. · ~ost places did not have fuel to 
cook with. ,--~-~·- · 

. ' 



53. Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your 
area? Civilian camps? 

No. 

54. In reference to your mind or yourself, how do you feel you held up 
in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria , 
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other men in camp? 
How do you feel you and others were ab le to live without nervous 
breakdowns? 

I t h ink I h e l d up quite ~'fe ll. As to ::.~ ·;s:::' i od::: of d. eprsssi9n , l i~:e 
everyone else I had rry share of t:ieM. l TJ.3 n e ar cryin;- r..2.. r.. y ti-e s :111. d 

had cried wh en I r e c e iv e d the Clrc i sr-as c ard fro '.'"·' ~y · ·o the r . Lo.n 8lin .:: s s 
was a hard thing to c orr bat for the o "ch ers 9.S ~r":' ll as for ,.....e. I ion' t th in1:: 

.I suffered fro!'." t he othe r t:.1.ings that I c:1.~ r ecall. Je rust t ave had a lot 
of guts, ~,ill po14'el' o r b8en 'orA~\i"'" e to lc0:s~ f Z'<:)~- h a v i n g a n e r 11 01..1 s brc q 1·:d.o ; .. m. 
Perhaps t h e will to live and ; o ho-e l1a cl -uc h t o do ~-r i th it . 

55. How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted while in enemy 
hands? Please do not name an individual by name if you feel their 
behavior was not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself. · 

D~sregarding a few cases of pilfering now and then I think t hey did 
real good. 

y 
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56. Towards the end of t he war, what were first signs that the war was 
corning to an end in our favor? 

~ ~1 ~T"" y per s onn ~l Tt1ere ge tting rr ore l a x. Arnl n ervo us 

57. How did the enemy guards or administrative personnel treat you towa r d s 
the end of the war or when i t was apparent the enemy woul d lo se the 
war? 

?s~so~na l ippe ar e d f ri ch t ened . 

58. Could y ou describe how your POW status ended? 

·I1he e ner-y wi t h drew. The Ru s sians c a ~e t hrough on t h e i r ',rn:." to :2erl in. 

59. When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything 
at the end of the war? 

As far as I lalow the ene~y guards left at night. We went outdoors one 
rrorning and they were gone. Before they left so~e wanted to get into sorr, e 
of our clothes and stay with us. Our Tent .. Leader told us -~not to accoyr,r.iodate 
them• 

60. What did the -American staff at the camp do at the end of the war? 

61 •. 

.. \- ~ 
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They,: .·wante.d everyone to remain in the camp. Some left anyway. 
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62. Could you describe some of the confusion that took p l ace when you 
were liberated at the end of the war? Time, place, friendly or 
enemy forces involved, food, health, morale, POW discipline in 
camp, contact with U.S. military forces, etc.? 

11 ··ay 1945 :'hs Ru ss i m forc e s libe rated us at S t a lag III -A 3. t 
Luc kenwal de , Ge ~~any . FOW' S were rushing about with exci t ~~ent. 
No f ood. Health was f air. I would say n-orale was hi gh. POW di s i ] line 
ne i the r s t r ict nor l ax . 

r y thr e e ·'o ud.dL:; s ar1d I start ed. wal king and abo ut t :1e 
we r e ".; i c ~~e d u ~) "j7 ~\, e r i c an truck. -...re had already cro s s e d 

tl:. i ~ d cl :::. -: -r~ 
t he .Sl b ,:: -'. i ~, ~!:.' . 

63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened? Did you move as 
an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus? Where did you go, 
to another U.S. camp? 

64 .• 

• T .,,,! , .. 

Four of us in a group walked toward Arrerican forces. 

'.! 

What happened at your camp prior to returning to the Sta.te.s? Did 
U.S. military officials .interroqate you, ·examine you physic~lly, 
give you food, clothing, etc.? We went by truck · to this American Army 
Unit ~t· up, in a i .town with. lan~ing'· 'strip\~: .. -.First··· thiiig we· ~a4 ·· to ~?d.6 . was take 
a shower with Brown -G~· soap; go __ through the .d_e:lousing~/proeess .• · > We_ were · 

· extremely well )· ~prayed .. ~ th . DDT ':j>9_wde1f~ '., - T;p.~ni.:' is~rtfed:)le~ . olQ~q:i~IJ and'· .toilet 

· ·:::t;~s!~ :~ett;:gitr:t~tt~6ii;P,~;M~t~t%;;4~~;~;;t~~Wii :::s ,:I 

to mY eyes. Tear.s of -.jb.y· ~. liap·piness, _.~:f~~ed_om ·~ ci'_ t ,o: be .. ~b·l~: to., liv.e as . .- a 
person should •. ;. The U.S.: military di_dn' t i:nt~frogat( m~ch, j ,ust .. :.·a ... '·tew' .questions •. 
Had ju.st'.·a qµiclt .rn.edical .. exa~. _. They:': ~ttj]ie;d ;,.a+l ... f::e.~-~· ~t~:( ·)fe/:,we.t .~·,_,11 .cleane.<;l .· :· 
up. New clothes,..- washe.d,. etc / Ye. left · thi·s>place-: l:)y\ p1Ianet ~( :eoµp,Ie d.ays; later/ '.;, _ 
First · we went to .France,: for;,·a, 1}~iw· :d~;t~.-. then· ~:, ~·e~ d~i~:·:Jate~,/we'.,.·f,e.f't, _t.or :uSA. -:'.; .·.~. · ... 

' . . . . . . .\:;,/:;i~{~:rf lf If?,,_,,. . . 
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65. How, when and where did you arrive back in the United States? 
you stay at some camp? Did you go home by train? 

Did 

We arrive d by boat June 5, 1 945 at :Sc 2ton p ass. :3t a:'f 8d at g_ c a ,-,p in 
York for a coupl e days. ·J:hen went to Fo1' t :j:iel l ing by t rain f or two ,.- ore 
Th en went ho~e by t rain 

Hew 
days. 

66. What things today remind you of pri son life i n y o u r day to d a y l iving ? 

Pot a toe s bo il ~d with t h Rir J·nclc~ts on: -~2hed ,_01 1- r. ki' n or ~~-u~sh ~ark ' - Y - - V ''1. ~.. ' ·..1~. -

br ead . 

67 . Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your 
POW days? 

No,, not really. 
About the length of ti~e it too k for gov ernr ent to rec ognize our ~edical 

problems and other proble=s of BXPOW'S. yos t enemyrecords wer e never found i f any 
were ever kept . Perhaps the POW'S status was different fro !J" the other mil i tary 
p ~ople ., · 

.. : L 

68·~·:' _ Do' you·: hav~ '· a picture o f yourself prior to being a POW , preferably 
1
. · •:; a> p~cture. in ·uniform? Do you have a picture "of yourself following 

·, the· :war? Do you .have c3: picture of yourself an.d your family recently 
taken , or taken :within recent years? Any or al l of these pictures 

:.~~"·:=- would,,_;-'be appre~iated. They will be returned . to. you after we have 
, f • made'· copies of them. • I .• , 

.~ ~- :~ . . . Y.f3S i~ · all .enclosed ." 
-: ... ., ' . 

~~ .. · ... :·; ~-.,l -~ £1.f'\ 'l}· f .. '),; .. 
' \,. • '-I.. :~ ::· .f i T1 " , • • ~ ~ i ,I 

• . •} I . }':··~: : .. . . , • . L.· i ~·, . , t 

69, •. ~- , Do:; ytiJ- hav e/ 'any . cop.iJs . 'b f _ t.el,egrams,. from tpe War Dep~r.tment o r.: .·the 
• ' •• , ."'· I u ~ $ ;'. Gqve~nmeni r~gard_i'hg youj becoming .· a , POW? O ;t:) your release, 

- - br'" war .:- t'ime status 1 as . a POW? . Th-ese or. copies· of,_0the ij.e would b~; 
, . '. :~i: .. >:··~~p:ret=~~'ate? : ·_If. you wish ~hem ,, retur·ned,) ~. th.e y w;i..11 be sent back~ 

·:-:..:~t ··~_}t_?~.'- ~~~u.-·_1; . .. ;.,.; . .. if· ;_· . .; . -,.i..:_ ·:·.1,_,._ .... - .·.. ._.,fi'1.;; 
~ '-',\ ·~ .':', Ge~m~·· War r .ecor d as a POW enclo'sed ; (t;l' ~·~-.) ,'' 1_' ,. -: : ; . a ··.;,, .. , I,} 

.. ·. i :t.i:'.f $}, :}., · · '; . :"'"e :,: · ·:,, · : ' · }; -~i, · :,~, ' }/'l'{;f ti~i./i /'.<· >{ 

. \ •'. 

r, r .;. ' 



70. Do you have any letters or copies of letters you sent home or 
received from home during war or during period you were a POW? 
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will 
be returned if you so indicate in your reply. 

71. A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a f e w 
articles they may have made, been given or in some way s ecur e d in 
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp r egulations, 
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans o r po ts, 
special cans used in camp, small tools, etc. If you have any of 
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desire they 
could be s ent with this report and we will take a picture o f them 
and return them to you if you so desire. 

r"ost of :"Y b elongings wer e l eft behind. 3ut I -1 0 have .:m e-...-pt y <2.':; c: h 
book fro.,,, Holland. A ~ook of ?r ench Cigare tte pap ers. T·y POW do g h.6·s , 
an d my POW Record with Photo. A receipt for money they took fro ~ -e. 

72. The above questions or suggestions are limited and you may write 
or explain many items not included: therefore, feel free to express 
yours~lf in any manner you de~i~e. 

During th~ first days of our c ~pture they would search us about every ti~e 
we turn ea. around. I had a' tiny compass hidden in a .. seam of mY trousers. They 
didn't find it. I traded ·it later for fifty cigarettes to a South African POW. 

At ~y first interrogation they took a small amounts of American and 
British rr,oney fro1"1 me and gave n,e receipts for it. They also took mY French 
invation money. The:~Jerk tore it _up and said it was worthless. 

At Stalag IV-B the Camp Corr,..,andant had the bad habit of punching holes 
in our canned food fro!l'l our Red Cross parcels~ He either had us line the cans 
on our beds--or just ··open · the .·box·_.and .. lJave ·.the_· food· :in· 'them• ., He had ·a stick like · 
a cane with a curved blade- on it ariq. ·went down! the ,;"iine '~d put a .. hole into 
every can~: w~ ;liad to: eat -it :'at :o~c·e or .. it '1-ro'uld. spq11.:· . ' . .;: , ··. . ·, 

Not in · any · camp ... di,d· t see any-st~ay anim'.als · such ~s dq.ge and,. cats,_. ~xcept 
·_,- for ·the guard dogs.:·~- Someone ·· would: haye.· butchered thew for -· fooc;l •. ;:> T11ei would 

searQh for contra.band quite · ofteJl. · · -"-! .· , ·< · .~. · ··:.. · · · 
Some of the men wo.uld· carry their ·foo.o: around"-to .. 1long /pe?;':ho'cfS'. of time. 

Some pf_ us wou~~ t .ell :them ::to: ·.e~t,_ it·. being. bet·.t _~-~ -- ~if th~. ·. stQmach ._ thmi --.in. their 
han~. . Perha.pfj it, woul_d. get . los~ .or.f s

1
to_l,~~ .. .. · .' . a.~ " wale ;C:r0,m Fµrstft~µcrg ~ to . : 

. Lli:ckenwalde on:~ _nif~~~,· t~ey;· I:~~,~ '1t.~\ !:2~,[ ~~ll•t·>1u~J.il .·~.,ri·.';J!u4~: . , _._' ~~~1 .:·~o~ _t~e 
.:;-::. idea a : <:ouple of us ··would g(!:··th;rQ-~~ ~h· , ~lio,t, . ;i.;n~'. tii?,'C!u~. 1::. 2-_le, ,_didi'J-get _ ~w~ · more 

sm~l,, e'ans -.or·-. ;_t:~;_~·~ ~0In~'~) '.r ''.~lie::,~e~, ··.#~ ··n·clt~/.,~~-f ·~:.f~nfi!~;·,-i:~4~ .'.~~~-iA~'\~~~ th~~ .·. w:ere: . . . 
strung ~aut tO'Or't:f;~;e,·J Ye we:r~:-: .. going ·~t1~-: e.at,. ; t 1~.- the:;moni:~g· •. le:-.~ ~ .. w~-~~.-c up -· during . · · 
night-.'. hun~y ·trod· at, i .t 1~.<~ Y9u; ·tillk I about.--=·~o~.l).n_bs{ .. ,b~.daf~s:f : ~ ·:· wa~\F-~~11i ~ ·r ·aif ·-_t·· 

· of what they would . do·· t .() . me a1f..the .:firsf O.pp.orjtunftyt :.: :As; w,;_\W:~+tf. straggl'ing.( :·: ' . 
t~·ou_gh._ ::. a.. town .. 1 at.~~!, O;ll ~\;:, 1S.:. J~e,:r~ati~ _ fom,!iI ~~~h~·( .~p:~ ~r :~~y,#!~ .. 'pil~~~t~tfo~:' _ot . .-,1·/ . 
bread i;ito rrtY ha;i4f:J,·i ·· SJ;;t.e:_.-~~Ter sai_d a: Wf:>itd :j;tl:"a.t ·\ t\l~e~";~~ .. r~} '.~/' ~e/ ·loatf. ~ -s : ·· .. :--.-



.. , ~ 

7'12. , c.ont;inued-- .·~ 
I -think I ·_r ·epairl: th·em by sharing mY bread • .. 

\ Uso t-<t x>ri .:.our walk :from II~rB .-l o II-A 1/e came across· ss· Troups bea~i.t!g · 1a. 
group .of -~e~sh Prisioners. There were some laying· (lead in the ,cli tches,,. ·: · 

. • couple of guys were equating down answerirg the call of nature, when an ss 
Trooper came along on horseback. · He wanted the horse to trample 1them. · The ·· 
horse had more sense then he and woulpn'~ 
· -A large nul'!'!ber of Allied Aircraft were flying overhead • . ,Ve :were forbidden 
.to wave &nd cheer them :on. . . 

·lfhen we were ·walking on our- way to rieet the An,erican Forces ·we recei ved 
bread fro r., the Russians. They offered us smokes. We had to roll .. the .l~~se 
tobacco and scratch pad paper for cigarette papers. .Also offer~d us eowe 
fat pork which they sliced off a hunk. It looked r aw. We turned i ~ 1Aol-m, 
even though we were hungry ; we couldn't sto:rrach i't. Perhaps it was a · good 
thing we did. 

Question No. 72 is not answered in sequence only as the different 
events ca~e to ~y ~ind while filling out the questionaire. 

And last but not least way we always honor and respect those less 
fortunate, brave, and gallant ~en who never made it back home. 

All rights reserved. No portion of 
this '°-publication ma.y be reproduced 
in al)Y, f_o.rm _without permiss,ion of,, 
wr:itet ~.r, "N. Dak. EX·POW S Inc. 
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