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John B. Hart, Executive Director
ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA

January 11, 1954

Honorable Orme Lewis

Assistant Secretary of Interior
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Under House Concurrent Resolution 108, the Secretary of Interior is
required to report to Congress not later than Jenuery 1, 1954, his
recommendations for legislation terminating Federal supervision over
certain Indians. Included in the group covered is the Turtle Moua-
tain band of Chippewa Indians in North Dakote. I have not had the
opportunity of reading the legislation rccommended by the Secretary.
I assume it will be similar to the rough draft made aveilable tc
this office and to the Turtle Mountain Indians on October 19, 1953.
We know you are interested in our position.

There is no argument about the desirability of abolishing the reser-
vations, every last one of them.

There is no argument about the desirability of terminating the Federal
trusteeship over Indians, provided the Congress first acts to provide
a solution for the really basic problem.

But to do either of these thirgs now and hurriedly, without tackling
the reel problem, is nct putting first tiings Jirst.

There is only one big guestion that exists in Indian affairs today.
It is not "emancipation". It is not abolishing reservations. It is
not immediate termination of Indiasn trusteeship. What is requirzd

is simply this: +that the government meet squarely its obligatioa to
reimburse state and local agencies for its due share of the cost of
the financial burden Congress will be impozing uvpon them; that all
Indians everywhcre should be served Ly the szine agencies that operate
to meet the needs of non-Indians for health, welfare, law enforce-
ment, education, et cetera.
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This can be accomplished by arrangement, acceptable to the local
governments concerned, with adequate financial guarantees by which
these agencies will be reimbursed properly and sufficiently for the
extra burden put upon them by reason of their acceptance of the add:i-
tional load involved, until the assimilation of the Indian pecple is
complete. There is no argument of the necessity of adeqguate reimbursa-
ment. Any other course means bankruptcy to the local governments
concerned or probably the complete abandonment of the Irndisns c2 a
pattern set by Congress.

There is no need at this moment to worry about the reservaiion as such.
The reservations will tale care of themselves.

There is no need at this moment to be too eagar to terminate the Fed-
eral trusteeship on any particular reservatioa. The truzteeship will
end of itself as soon as the basic requirement is met. The trustee-

ship in fact will progressively fade away.

These two things--the reservations and the trusteeships--are guperfi-
cial to the one important matter befure Cengress, the Depaertmeat of
the Interior, and the American peorle.

This one thing, which is a new and much nzeded chznge in policy, is
that the Congress should require the Serrxetary of Interior to properly
utilize present laws and, where needed, et uvp immediately other leg:zl
provisions by which existing state aad local community service agencizcs
will provide these necessary services for Indians, the same as these
agencies presently serve non-Indians. At the same time, Congress and
the Secretary of Interior should, under existing laws, set aside such
portions of the present appropriations to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
s may be necessary to provide an adequate supply of funcds with

which to reimburse the state and local levels of government.

To do this Jjob, it is not going to cost the government any mcre than
it does right now. In fact, it will cost less and at the same time
do a better job for our Indiens. The inherent evils of a segregated
service will digsolve in a nation of equal citizens with equal respon-
sibilities.

If this happens the Indian problem will terminate under its own momen-
tum. Emancipation will gradually beccme a reality and citizenship

will become a fact, not merely an act of Congress. Indian reservations
will become history. ©No longer will we have American Ghettos.

Sincerely,

John B. Hart
Bxecutive Director
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