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EX-PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE
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. £
g‘w 714,46:2/,
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Summary o{/eve § from time of entry into service and until just
prior to capture or entering status as a POW?

Unit, Country, time, area, weather, etc., at time event occurred

-

:@’x resulted in POW sstatus? _ ?
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10.

11.

Describe military or other events that resulted in your POW status?

Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were
involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What type of personnel
(military or civilian) took control of you?
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Were you able to hide or escape? If so, tell what happened. Where
did you hide? Food9 Cloth1ng° Water? Weather? Sleep° etc.
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How did your escape end? Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by
enemy°
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Could you describe in sequence the various places you were inter-

ro EAZZL and the methods of questioninggthe

nemy used?
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12. Did you have a weapon on yourself when you were captured? Did it

fffzzizizztreatment°
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13. Were you at any time considered a civi
wrong nationality? If so, how did this effect your treat”* 22
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14. When captured or @scaping, what clothing or equipment were vou
waearing? What changes did the enemy make in your clothing? 4
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15. hat was your first food y received after your capture and what

i:;zigé? fo from that date on? ;
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. Did your nationality, religion, or race have a bearing on your .
treatment from the enemy? : /
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17. What was your impression of your captors? Were they arrogant,
considerate, professional, troubled, confused, anxious, etc.?

2 e f W




185

19

20.
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you there? Then where did you go.

Were you alone or with others? How many? Same unit? Other units?

Offher services? Other natio alities, etc.?

At time of your capture, did you have higher or lower ranki
ﬁi&? ou? Did the difference in rank effect you?
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Following your capture,
and at what point or tim
P status?

how did you feel about your family at home,

e did you feel they probably knew aboi

ibout vyour
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When did you receive your first letter, package or information that

your family knew of you? cag}ure? ‘:gz - J -ﬂfif.
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In regards to your interrogation or questioning--was this conducted
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have special or
skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? How long were




23. How did you feel the war was

going when you were captured?
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25. Did you have an oppofttunity to observe the enemy in combat, training,
camp, or moying from one place to another?
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26. Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture? What was
done about ypur injury or %}ln ss following yij;éi:zizii?
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At your permanent camp or camps,
Food? Living area? Beds?

Number of men? Guards?
i

would you describe your conditions.
Food ration? Health? Water? Weather?

Size and location of camps? Organization
camp by enemy and by U.S. forces?
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28. While in your permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the

war? What did th thg ending of t%
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29. If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please describe your
daély transportation, work, food, punishment, etc.?
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30. Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the enemy or
friendly military action?

'
3l. Could you describe your roll call or counting prgcedure in camp?
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32. What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? Weapons? Number?
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33. Could you describe your camp? Size? Fences? Guard towers?

Latrine? Ration distribution? Hours? Lock-up? Heat?
Recreation, etc.?

e D

34. Could you describe the men close to you or the men you knew best?

How did you get along with them? (! _
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35. Could you tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the
medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp?
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. Were any prisoners killed in camp or taken from camp and
’
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Could you describe the ration or food diszribution system? How

much? Fresh, canned, stale, dried, etc.? Local foods, Red Cross
parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians?
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38. Describe the type of work or responsibilities you were assigned
%ihin the cgmp from friendly or USA prisoners?




39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp?

Your health? Age? Faith in U.S. Armed Forces? Religion? Family?
Aid from other i

40. Did any prisoners become mentally sick or irrational i

we2§ they removed?
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Did you have any secret radios, newspapers or ocutside news sources
in camp from which you received information? What information did

the enemy give you? . M
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41.
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42. Did you have any serious illness in camp? %}..o __‘47,44
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43. Did you have any riots in camp? :% > o té _MM
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44. Hgow did you first know that war was coming to an end?
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What were so of the tricks you played on guards?
&:59 ./ﬁélf>ﬂzf e
/{fi,éﬁ1:%4g21/) CijzC,f / dj?

46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others
that you have knowledge of or direct information about?
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2:re you E gbombzd by friendly or enemy a1rcraft° E

3 escrihe any pec1al train or shlp trip you took while a prisoner?
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49. When were you close to death or felt all was not worth living and
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50. Could you tell about any special religious observances by the enemy
:;;EEECial occurance when they relaxed or tightened security rules?

51. Would you describe in detail any particular holiday, if observed,

Ezzf?e Yy or prisoners, such as,,6 New Years or Christmas.

52. How did you feel about food in camp? How did enemy food agree with
you? What was food? What were utensils? What did you make to eat

ﬁfﬁ?th? Pots, pans, cups, plate
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53. Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your

area? ClVlt=Zf camps?
54. 1In #eference toZZour mind or yourself, how dozyou feel you held

in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria,
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other men in camp?
How do you feel you and others were able to live without nervous
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55. How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted while in enemy
hands? Please do not name an individual by name if you feel their

behavior w?j not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself.
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56. Towards the end of the war, what were first signs that the war was
coming to an end 1n o o favor’
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57. How did the enemy guards or administrative personnel treat you towards
the i:ﬁ%(}f the war or when it was apparent fhe enemy woull lose

war? /&/ . — /"\
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Could you describe how your POW status ended? ‘:Zkﬁé ,«ﬁ&bLfitﬂéi_;
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59. When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything
at the end of the war?

T

. What did the Amerlcan staff at the camp do at the end of the war?

6l. At the end of the war, where did you move? What was your food?

Your health? r morale?



62. Could you describe some of the confusion that took place when you

were liberated at the end of the war? Time, place, friendly or
enemy forces involved, food, health, morale, POW discipline in
€i§a' contact with U.S. military forces, etc.?

A

63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened? Did you move as
an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus? Where did you go,
§rglecd s
64.

What happened at your camp prior to returning to the States? Did

U.S. military officials interrocate you, examine you physically,
give you food, clothing, etc.?




65. How, when and where did you arrive back in the United States? pid
{2EA?tay at some camp? Did you go home by train?
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66. What things to ay remind you of prisom life in your day to day living?
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67. Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your
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68. Do you have a picture of yourself prior to being a POW, preferably
a picture in uniform? Do you have a picture of yourself following
the war? Do you have a picture of yourself and your family recently
taken, or taken within recent years? Any or all of these pictures
would be appreciated. They will be returned to you after we have
made copies of them.

69. Do you have any copies of telegrams from the War Department or the
U.S. Government regarding your becoming a POW? Or your release,
Oor war time status as a POW? These or copies of these would be
appreciated. If you wish them returned, they will be sent back
to you.



70.

Tlia

T2

Do you have any letters or copies of letters you sent home or
received from home during war or during period you were a POW?
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will
be returned if you so indicate in your reply.

A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a1 Fow

articles they may have made, been given or in some way sccured in
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp r=gulations,
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans or pots,
special cans used in camp, small tools, etc. If you have any of
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desiroc they

could be sent with this report and we will take a pPicture of them
and return them to you if you so desire.

The above guestions or suggestions are limited and you may write
or explain many items not included; therefore, feel free to express
yourself in any manner you desire.
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Print the complete address in plain letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space provided eon
the right, ' Use typewriter, dark ink, or dark pencil. Faint or smail writing is not suitable for photographing.
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I have been taken pr:soner of war in Germany. I am in good
health — : e {cancel accordingly).

., We will be transported from here to another Camp within the
' next few days. Please don't write until I give new address.

Kindest regards

L

Chnsttan Name and Surname: Zﬁ/ﬂ" G /"OE//} /ES%Z.’F £
Rank: J/J‘??‘: 45// = 75-2'?/13/
Detachment: Z'/r S, As A
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FJ1 41 GOVT=WUX WASHINGTON DC JUN 21 1054P |
MRS JANET HOLMGREN=
815 FRONT ST}z -;ou;,lc Ere

THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY DIRECTS ME TO JINFORM YOU |
YOUR HUSBAND T/SGT HOLMGREN LESTER E IS BEING RETURNED
TO THE UNITED STATES IN THE NEAR FUTURE HE WILL BE GIVEN
AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU UPON ABRIVAL-;

J A ULIC THE ADJUTANT GENERAL“-

\
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Te.

THE COMPANY WILL APPEECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONE CONCERNING ITS EE#VICE
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PRESIDENT e el
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt 3 WA D TIME at point of destination
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FJ10 FT16=CD NEWYORK NY JUN 22 EFM | ? 28

MRS JANET D HOLMCGREN=
815 FRONT ST

-

i
ARRIVED SAFELY EXPECT TO SEE YOU SOONT DONT A}TEMPT TO
CONTACT ME OR WRITE ME LOVE=

LESTER E HOLMGRENS
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awarded D.F.G...

Holmgren

Mrs. Lester Holmgren received
the word Monday from her hus- |
band, TSgt. Lester, that he is now
stationed at the Army Air Base at'
Sioux City, Iowa. and hopes to re-
ceive his discharge in about 15 days. '
Shortly after his arrival there, he‘;
was awarded the Distinguished !
Flying Cross, which he earned while
on duty in the European Theater of !
Wwar.

"All pights reserved. No portion of

this publication may be reproduced
in any form without permission of
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