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Using alphabetical or numerical symbols to repre­
sent teachers' opinions of the value of students' aca­
demic efforts dates back to Harvard's founding in 
1636. However, the limitations of grades in assess­
ing entering behavior and instructional procedures 
have been evidenced almost as long. Endless contro­
versies over grading practices and numerous schemes 
to avoid grading have always characteri�ed this 
history. 

Currently there is a national trend in the aca­
demic world to accept some pass-fail options on a 
restricted basis with more recent moves toward credit­
no credit systems where a failing grade is not 
recorded publicly (Wolfe, 1968; Nations Schools, 
1973). Several variations in grading practices have 
been introduced at the University of North Dakota 
during the last few years. This study attempts to 
compare the academic performance and motivation of 
education majors enrolled in a recommended teacher­
preparation class (educational psychology) on a non­
graded basis with those enrolled on a letter-graded 
basis. 

The major reason for selecting this population 
is that the most extensive use of non-traditional 
grading patterns exists in the Center for Teaching 
and Learning, the unit within the University respon­
sible for teacher education. In the elementary pro­
gram, for example, a student has the option of taking 
all course work during a particular semester on a 
CR-CD-CW basis. The three notations stand for Credit 
Received, Credit Deferred and Credit Withdrawn. All 
CR notations earn full credit toward graduation; CD 
and CW notations do not. In presenting this grading 
system to the University Curriculum Committee, Center 

*The assistance of Dr. Carl Edeburn, South Dakota
State University, with the statistical analysis,
is gratefully acknowledged.
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