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EX-PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE

i Name:

Current Address:
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Address at time you went into service:
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2. Family: (spouse and children)
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3. Work and educational experience prior to going into service?
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4, Dates and place of entry into service?
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S Summary of events from time of entry into service and until just

prior to capture or entering status as a POW?
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6. Unait,; Country,/time/ area, weather, etc., at time event occurred
which resulted in POW status? i
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7 Describe military or other events that resulted in your POW status?
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8. Following your capture, describe what happened. How many men were
involved? Where did you go? How did you go? What type of personnel
(military or civilian) took control of you?
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9. Were you able to hide or escape? If so, tell what happened. Where
did you hide? Food? Clothing? Water? Weather? Sleep? etc.

10. How did your escape end? Returned to U.S. control? Discovered by
enemy?
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11. Could you describe in sequence the various places you were inter-
rogated and the methods of questioning the enemy used?
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12. Did you have a weapon on yourself when you were captured? Did it
effect your treatment?
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13. Were you at any time considered,a civilian,or an enemy spy-or a
wrong nationality? If so, how did this effect your treatment?
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14. When captured,or escaping, what clothing or equipment were you
wearing? What changes did the enemy make in your clothing?
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15. What was your first food you received after your capture,and what
was your food from that date on?
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17. What was your impression of your captors? Were they arrogant,
considerate, professional, troubled, confused, anxious, etc.?
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18.

19,
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21.

22.

Were you alone or with others? How many? Same unit? Other units?
Other services? Other nationalities, etc.?

2059 Athocs 70 clear. Bamee 2002,

At time of your capture, did you have higher or lower ranking persons
with you? Did the difference in rank effect you?
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Following your capture, how did you feel about your family at home,

and at what point or time did you feel they probably knew about your
POW status?
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When did you receive your first letter, package or information that
your family knew of your capture?

In regards to your interrogation or questioning--was this conducted
formally at a special camp or location? Did you have special or
skilled interrogators? What did they want to know? How long were
you there? Then where did you go?



23. How did you feel the war was going when you were captured?
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24. Did you think you would eventually get home?
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25. Did you have an opportunity to observe the enemy in combat, training,
camp, or moving from one place to another?
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26. Did you suffer any injury at the time of your capture? What was
done about your injury or illness following your capture?
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27. At your permanent camp or camps, would you describe your conditions.
Food?, Living area?, Beds? ,Food ration? , Health? , Water? , Weather?
Number of men?, Guards?_ , Size and location of camps?, Organization
in camp by enemy and by U.S. forces?
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28. While in your permanent camp, did you know what was going on in the
war? What did guards say about the ending of the war?
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29. 1If you worked in camp or lived in work camps, please describe your
daily transportation, work, food, punishment, etc.?
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30. Was your camp or camps ever bombed or damaged by the enemy or
friendly military action?
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31. Could you describe your roll call or counting procedure in camp?
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32. What type of guards did you have? Age? Rank? Weapons? Number?
Service, etc.?
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33. Could you describe your camp? Size? Fences? Guard towers?
Latrine? Ration distribution? Hours? Lock-up? Heat?
Recreation, etc.?
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34. Could you describe the mén élose to you or the men you knew best?
How did you get along with them?
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35. Could you tell about epidemics or sickness in camp? What were the

medical facilities? How were you medically treated in camp?
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36. Were any prisoners killed in camp or taken from camp and disappeared?
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37. Could you describe the ration or food distribution system? How

&

much? Fresh, canned, stale, dried, etc.? Local foods, Red Cross

parcels, parcels from home, trade with guards or civilians?
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38. Describe the type of work or responsibilities you were assigned
within the camp from friendly or USA prisoners?
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39. What were some of the things that kept you going while in camp?

Your health? Age? Faith in U.S. Armed Forces? Religion? Family?
Aid from other prisoners?
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40. Did any prisoners become mentally sick or irrational in camp and -
were they removed?

41. Did you have any secret radios, newspapers or outside news sources
in camp from which you received information? What information did
the enemy give you?
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42. Did you have any serious illness in camb?
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43, Did you have any riots in camp?
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44. How did you first know that war was coming to an end?
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45. What were some of the tricks you played on guards?
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46. What about escape procedures and methods used by you or others
that you have knowledge of or direct information about?
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47. Were you ever bombed by friendly or enemy aircraft?
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48. Describe any special train or ship €frip you took while a prisoner?
5X7¢A24Ha£2, Zsfz, Aé%&kn¢4&x};ﬂba4zéa}4ﬁﬁi 225L04€’71£/‘
Berti) x SORE T



49. When were you close to death or felt all was not worth living and
you probably would die or be killed?
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50. Could you tell about any special religious observances by the enemy
or special occurance when they relaxed or tightened security rules?
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51. Would you describe in detail any particular holiday, if observed,
by enemy or prisoners, such as, New Years or Christmas.
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52. How did you feel about food in camp? How did enemy food agree with
you? What was food? What were utensils? What did you make to eat
with? Pots, pans, cups, plates?



53. Were you aware of any other American or Allied POW camps in your
area? Civilian camps?

54. 1In reference to your mind or yourself, how do you feel you held up
in camp? Did you suffer periods of depression, crying, hysteria,
headaches, loss of memory, etc.? How about the other men in camp?

How do you feel you and others were able to live without nervous
breakdowns?
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55. How do you feel other American POW's behaved or acted while in enemy
hands? Please do not name an individual by name if you feel their
behavior was not correct or up to the standards you set for yourself.
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56.
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58.

59.
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Towards the end of the war, what were first signs that the war was
coming to an end in our favor?
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How did the enemy guards or administrative personnel treat you towards

the end of the war or when it was apparent the enemy would lose the
war?
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Could you describe how your POW status ended?
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When or where did enemy guards leave? Did guards say or do anything
at the end of the war?
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What did the American staff at the camp do at the end of the war?
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At the end of the war, where did you move? What was your food?
Your health? Your morale?
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62. Could you describe some of the confusion that took place when you

were liberated at the end of the war? Time, place, friendly or

enemy forces involved, food, health, morale, POW discipline in
camp, contact with U.S. military forces, etc.?
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63. After liberation or the war ending, what happened?

an individual or group, go by foot, train, bus?
to another U.S. camp?
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Did you move as
Where did you go,

64. What happened at your camp prior to returning to the States? Did

- U.S. military officials interrogate you, examine you phy51ca11y,
glve you food, clothing, etc.?



65. How, when and where did you arrive back in the United States? Did
you stay at some camp? Did you go home by train?

Afiﬁ/ ﬁiaxLZﬁ. ?7:bax/&§ékbé; dékg; ~

7 - . il ) - 2 , .
et é" e Zbé)/ %’7”5 ’ J;?LA Z’é/l,/f Whe /ZM,] T 7 ¢ e

——————p

?7\/_77' < K/Q’Lé/ /gz"’?’)'bé_/, {7“(/( /2;;[11,{ /3,/ &

66. What things today remind you of prison life in your day to day living?
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67. Do you have an complaints about how you have been treated since your
POW days?
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68. Do you have a picture of yourself prior to being a POW, preferably
a picture in uniform? Do you have a picture of yourself following
the war? Do you have a picture of yourself and your family recently
taken, or taken within recent years? Any or all of these pictures
".would be appreciated. They will be returned to you after we have
made copies of them.
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69. Do you have any copies of telegrams from the War Department or the
U.S. Government regarding your becoming a POW? Or your release,
or war time status as a POW? These or copies of these would be
appreciated. If you wish them returned, they will be sent back
to you.
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70.
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Do you have any letters or copies of letters you sent home or
received from home during war or during period you were a POW?
These or copies of these would be appreciated. They also will
be returned if you so indicate in your reply.

Sl AeZert

A
-

A few POW's were able to return to the U.S. or home with a few
articles they may have made, been given or in some way secured in
POW camp. Some of these could be: paper notes, camp regulations,
clothing, cigarette lighter, insignia, hand made pans or pots,
special cans used in camp, small tools, etc! If you have any of
these, we would appreciate a picture of them. If you desire they
could be sent with this report and we will take a picture of them
and return them to you if you so desire.
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The above gquestions or suggestions are limited and you may write
or explain many items not included; therefore, feel free to express
yourself in any manner you desire.
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TRANSIT CAMP FOR P. v- W.

FP. Nr. 31979

I am pris

German captivity,

shall be transport

camp, the address ¢

there I can get‘yo
Klndast R

RANK
UNIT

1) STRETCH OUT IF NOT CORRE|

BESIDES NAME, RANK AND UNIT
WRITE IN BLOCK LETTERS AND

Date

.................................................................................

!
1
!
[
!

- 1in

oner slightly WOUIE,Jded 1)
but in perfect health .

From here I
ed during the naxt fewd ays to anothe -
f which I shall give yoju later. Only
ur letters and can rejoly to themn,

egards

§
i

NAME AND CHRISTIAN NAME (fﬁMC Q. / % u/‘/h’ LASC / 0

CT
ADD NOTHING
SIGN LEGIBLY.
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FroeaaL BuLoms House of Representatives

GrANG FORKS, NorTH DAXKOTA
AREA CODE 701: 774-9601

Area CODE 202: 225-2611

Washington, D.E.

November 30,
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Mr. James Carlascio
710 2nd Street Sw
Jamestown, North Dakota

Dear Mr. Carlascio:

I was very rleased to hear that you will be receiving
your Purple Heart after waiting these many years. I
was most happy to be able to help.

Enclosed are all of the parers which you originally
sent me since you will probably want to keep them
with your other records. I am sure this must be

a great relief after wondering about it for so long
a time. This evidence of your patriotism and
sacrifice for your country should be the source of
cgreat pride.

Please cdo not hesitate to contact me in the future,
if you feel I can be of further assistance.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely,

MARK ANDREWS
Member of Congress : MA:bw



MARK ANDREWS

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
First DISTRICT, NORTH DAkOTA

WASHINGTON ADDRESS

DISTRICT OF+-ICES: 1707 Lonsworri House Oss

£ BLoa,
302 FIRST NATION:L Bank BuUiLDING

FarGo, NCrTH DAROTA @ﬂngress Of tbe a{llitﬁh fg'z’tfitfﬁ WashinaTon, B.C. 20515

ARrca Copc 701: 232-8U30 “REA CODE 202: 225-2611

B ot SO Bouse of Representatives
Washington, BD.C.

ARrea Cope 701: 774-9601

December 19. 19656

Mr. James Carlascio
710 2nd Street SW
Jamestown, North Dakota

Dear Mr. Carlascio:

I received a letter from Dick Stoudt, Jr. regardine your
difficulty in obtaining your Purple Heart. I have contacted

the Department of the Armv about this: and if you would send

me your Army serial number and a copy of your service record
reflecting this wound, I believe we can obtain the medal without
much delay.

It is a privilege for me to assist you in a matter such as
this, particularly when it is something you have so dearly
earned and well deserve.

I will begin work on this as scon as I hear from you.

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season.

Sincerely,

MARK ANDREWS
Member of Congress : MA :bw



MARK ANDREWS

CCMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
FirsT DISTRICT, NoRTI DAKOTA

WASHINGTON ADDRESS:

DISTRICT OF I ICES: 1707 Lonswok i tcuse OFf'c: Buna

312 FirsT NATIONAL Bank BUILDING

Congress of the TUnited States

AREA CoDF 701: 232-8030 AREA CODe 202: 205-2611
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GRAND FORKS, NorRTH Daxkova
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Washington, ND.C.

November 7, 1967

Mr. J. A. Carlascio
710 2nd Street Sw
Jamestown, North -Dakota

Dear Mr. Carlascioc:

Thank you for your letter concerning your efforts to
obtain the Purple Heart for the bullet wound you
received in the Second World War.

As I told you earlier, I will do all I can to help

you on this. We will begin working on it immediately
and if we need any more information or backup material,
my field representative in North Dakota, John Preboske,
will be in touch with you.

As soon as I hear something, I will be in contact
with you. It is a pleasure to check into this matter
for you. '

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

P

MARK ANDREWS
Member of Congress MA: bw



WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

r 1
1% S gk B oo NOV 9 1351
o
L A WCC Claim No. -7 7 -
aor Siv '
Your claim for benefits under Section > of the War Claims Act

of 19L8, (Public Law €96, 80th Congress, July 3, 19L8), as amended, has
been adjudicated, and an award in the sum of § !:°7.0C has been made to

you to cover the period of imprison-
ment and/or internment, etc., of ~curscly
from -n S 1 to Yo mas A A E o

The above dates were determined after comparing the statements con-
tained in your application and supporting evidence with official records
on file in the War Claims Commission. A check for the amount of this
award will be mailed to you by the Treasury Department.

Pursuant to the War Claims Act of 1948, as amended, and regulations
issued thereunder, a claimant may appeal the disallowance of a claim, in
whole or in part, within six months from the date of the award letter.
Persons desiring to appeal should request, in writing, War Claims Commis-
sion Form 1105, which should be filled out, signed and returned promptly.
Address all communications to the War Claims Commission, Washington 25,

Very trﬁly yours,
: Frank W. Barton
Director, Claims Cervice
E
N0O Fom 307




WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

r-J'aunes anthony Carlascio i

ZlO 2nd Street, South West

vamestown, N. Dak.
L N VICC Claim Numger__P=107053-7-2

Dear ¥r., Carlascio:
Your claim for compensation for inhumane treatment and,or com-
pulsory labor, pursuant to Public Law 303, 82nd Congress, April 9,

1952 (section 6 (d) of the War Claims Act of 1948, as amended), was

adjudicated on 6/25 , 1933 and an award in the sum of

$670.50 has been made to you.

However, the Commission cannot certify your claim to the Treasury
for payment at this time, since the money in the War Claims Fund for
the payment of such claims was exhausted as of the close of Business
May 22, 1953.> The War Claims Fund from which these claims are paid
consists of the ne: proceeds of liquidated German and Japanese assets.

When additional deposits_aré made into the War Claims Fund, your claim
will be certified to the Treasury and a check in the amount stated
above will be mailed to you by the Treasury Department.

| a . Very truly yours,

War Claims Commission

0 -~/

gl
v F _

Vice Chairman

: ‘;3(1:92; 19,5 A1l rights reserved. No portlop f Bt
o : this publication may. be reprocu ed i
" in any form without permission ».Of,, ¢

- writer or "N. Dak. EX-POW’S Ine." -~
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T w Ay r
L vas inducted intn the 11,3, Army in 19:48, left Jamestown and
(=]

induction orders ang

(]
3
4 S

Wer* tn Fort ﬁﬂn7liw? virer

. L -
recelved my

From there T vwent to Camp ! ters, Texas where I }

vee¥s of hasic trainin "l a} e et mamne ot 4 BRS it Lhropah six
> 2! e, G F Y Frgata b v vod o

bl i Hn HS. After basic train‘nz, I was giver a ten da
elay 1n route to he adble to come home to maxe my last visit before

was to go overceas,

Affe“ my stay at home, T revnrtad =n FTars Yends, Naryland., (nee
nere, Ye wWare amaln glven more *rziniqzr ar? worked ar tye Appolsg

irne ships dae to o0 nver seas,

: . -
when tre group I was to he shinpsed Te itr got there ogrleys 5 na
there oriers, or
' - } L e & = A
was not om the 1list with ahout £C o-trar ML Ng wWare told oux
recards were lost soc we had to stav tehird until new recoris wers
; 11 =) ¥ 007 = ra
manea 1D
L < o
I left for overseas some time 4in Aucust, The name of *he skip I sa
- T o e AN Nl - . N
on was L.0.5. Geonvear, which was tor-oedne? on the wav taclk, WaS
Al - 41N - 7 ~ e . 1 ) 3
sieck most of the trip over, but it didn't w24 Te out of the 4ob of
tichtening down all of the Army ecuipment that was on *he ghio, T
I 413 every mornine,

We arrived in Oran, Africa and was assizrne? six Ten to a tent,

wWwe could buy oranses very cheap and we ate a lot of them.

v
F
=
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We stayved in Africa for some time doine guard duty and more trainine.

From Africa, we were sent to Italy. Wes camped at a race track, I+
was called Mussolini's race tracly,

The front lines vwere nct far from here as we could hear the big gurs
going at it all Aday and nieht. It sure did give one a hell of a
feelinz, here I am this close to the real thing.

We vwill receive more training and spend a lot of time on guard duty.

One mornine as I was on guard duty, the orders came down to move out,

It was snowing and as I came back to my tent to pack up, this G.I.
next to my tent was in a bad mood and he was throwing all of his
clothing out the tent docor and it landed in the snow. He seemed to
care less. After it was all out of his tent, he stuffed it in his

barckets bag, snow and all.

Wa were put on a ship with a great number of Arab soldiers. We were
on a short time when our Captain noticed the ship was filthy, so we
were taken off. We were all happy about this, but we found out that
our barckets bags were left on the ship and it was out too far to

turn it back.

Anyway, we ot on another ship and headed for the harbor of Naples.
We took a long time to zet there for some reason, but when we got
there, vwe had to drop anchor way out as the harbor was filled with

ships that were sunk in the harbor.

In Naples, more training and then the move to the front lines.

Pugape-;ef«‘ OF: Jd.A.CARCLASCIO



got the bilb overhauls.

e e e

) he W
g:wgu,¢uitt1f that I was capgured, We Were gziven the orders to take th
b : of upifyera In Ttaly. I would have been the first one to set ©
foot in that town as I was first scout, lead patrol. i

Tk ot
i::hk;zhtﬂbefnre the bic attack, I wa lected to go on a recons
la,;O;. <0 g0 out and cet as close as can te to the enemy lines and
oring back information on their strancth., I was not in charge of ;
patrol, a Corporal was our leader. I shall never‘forget him or tnis

- ~ 1 ~ 1 .
It was real farck and I was scared, This is one Job I didn't 1i¥a
Anvway, We <ot up real close to the er2my's lines, as close ac‘GnJ
L i

A - 3 4
fdare N, e ot fha AnfAar~g+ y S 3
o s e e, ¥ = inft Y Ati{on g~ R i T 1 m /
i o i | ’nbx maflion ar? started back. The Corporal le=--
B O ol Yert 4 gnnTr:h Alctrarecra b v e £ : ’
. L . : LS LRTOS ¥ien e pu 1s foot through a weodan
BOY & 1% sgan~e=d dus 1lke A ecavon 2otle = op RaAtr s
fo oo DEATTET GMIL SiES c on el off. Boy, did we get out of
+ ~ra Vi o o mumaer o= R - T e S = ra Tavrma ‘
o ' §Llli re3ar the Germans talWing down my neclk,
i3 . A At oAl - T J RPN . sk B ; ' o
N . s, 2 ALl raf sare not tno vWelcome words for our
s e o Y
= . LA ]

Vv gerieant vas a nocl suv. 2 started on our dawn attack and we
storped after awrils and duz in, I was out front of the rest of the
soldiers who wWere back a ways, slseping. I was out there watching
for the enemy to come at us. I wes out there over four hours, so I
cravlied nver to the sacond scout and told nim to cover for me as I
was golne hack o the Sergeant to see why We are not relieved.,

well, I got back and thers was dear old Serz sleeping like a baby. I
weke him up and asked him if ve could be releived. I did notice that
he has eaten all of his C rations. I think he knew that we would =ither

be killed or taken prisonsr,

e, We started out for the town that we had
be on my side as before we could enter town,
another break just on the outskirts of town.

Come dawn and no e
orders to take., Go
orders came down %t
And another order cam
tovwn and we would cov

So this 1s the way the battle rlan would zo. We started on the outskirts
of town without seeing any eneny,

The Rangers entered the town and we could hear all hell brezk lccse.
ke Tensers got slaushtered. Out of the 3,000 Rangers that tryed to
take the town, only 157 vere left alive to tell gbout it. We were told
trat every door and window had a machine gur. in it. They rever had

a chance and never ¥new what hit them. Why they never stopped us to
help out, I°'1ll never know.

We Vept moving along without seeing any enemy. We got about two miles
on the other side of town. They closed the gap behind us.

I was captured attempting a dawn attack against the Germans. I was
wounded in a machine gun cross fire. As we got the two miles on the
other side of town, they opened up on us. We tryed to find a place to
dig in. I could see the ground all around me being hit by machine :
gun fire. G.I.'s were being hit, I felt a sting on my left thigh and

I looked and saw a hole through my trouser leg. I was to find out later

my second scout was killed behind me.

When we joined the 3rd Division 7th Regement in Itély and were waiting
to move out, 1t was cold and we replacements were to get a new winter
type army uniform., It was army color and a two piece outfit, jJacket

, I remember I got the jacket and the second scout
A B e earh He looked at me and said, “after tho‘attggk.
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back,: ‘.

'He spent two nizhts

I1'11 have the jacket." I looked at him and sald, "the hell you will,»
It was all in fan, if you can call talking about death fun.

was captured “ith about 2,000 other C.I.'s., Phis is what they told
us. Also, trney saild they payed too much for us.

+al : ol = b6 Tige

e taven :c a place In Floren Italy, way up on top of a hill.
~Ten sour and than they started to Interogate us, by
ttary Intelligence S

a bunch of C.I.'s in this room where the interoga-
This one G.,I, was “eing interogated., You had to
poctats, Tre Tarman officer was sitting behind
t8 pistel laying in front of him to one side.
empoyinge Bls B ¢ and ne had a picture of
lushing Hitler ioun the 3john., When the German
of granted his wistol skoutinge in German, "W hat 1is
th “relish, but e 0% so made on seeinz this
jab ‘nz in German., Tre G.I, never blinved an eye,
e 2, rark ard =zsrial number,
Ea was st1l11 ~a“‘ as to him, He changed his tactics,
Ee asked me rv rame, numter, This I zave to him, then
he asved me urgs oyttt had torn off all army vatches,
and how shrons e ler plan. I again repeated my
name, rank ani serial ed hls pistol and jumved up.
T turned wihite ag 4°¢ 4, I wanted it done on the
battle field. CZur Lisute néered us told him by the rules
of Geneva Con vn*tior, We wWere to say. He let it go at that,

After that, ve were taken to a German doctor, those of us who wvere
woncded, He treated all of us. As we were ready to leave, a mother
came in with a <irl of 10 or 11 and her eye was out and a pilece of
shrapnel stuck in where the eye should have been. The German doctor
put his hand up and said, "no" in German, "out. We all stood there
and looked at him, Ha Jooked at us and turned to the woman and made
a sien with his hand +o bring her over,

We were then taken to a bombed out street car barn and put iriside and
guards were posted, ‘We wWere to wait here to wait for a train to take

us out of Italy to Garmanv.

While we were here, I was elected to go across the street to get some
water, As wWe vere out in the yard pumping water, this Italian lady
came outside to look us.over. I had a black rosary around my neck
and on seeine this, shé came over and grabbed the cross on the rosary
and started to kiss 4%, sayinz "you're Catholic, God bless you."

The guards moved in fast and got her away from. I didn't think they
cared for my rcsary as. they kept giving me dirty looks all the way

4 5 ; wWas 1t cold. No food, so someone.
decided to make woup ut of grass. God was it. rotton. we who tryed
1t got sick. : St e -

Wa moved out on the 3ré night. The trucks took us to a train uaiting
for us. The loaded 80 of us in a 40 and 8 boxcar. We had all we
conld do_to breath or sit down. I took off my shoes to try to_warm
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He really stood - up to the Gormans trying to protoct us. Hc saved my

my feet, blez w}qrake as there was no warming them and wh 5
en I d
to put shoas nacic on, I couldn't get them on. s

LA wo InEY v s n
“ew%q: - oden harrell in the middle of the car to relieve ocuselves
And after avnut elaght heours, 1t was full and the smell wWas untearable,

avs and nights in the boxcar, They didn't lat us
out o™ Ta27 us, ‘e =2nt to our destination camp 2B just out of tre .
Fewin of Farmrarztedr,
T Was taker ta *%e camp hosvrital as my feet were frostbti:tan, T
nalA-ts rr zhnae hoak on ard kad to be pu:&rybacked to Hre alring
X s v

tira T : Poan Amertcan and German docter. T

tma hoszr't ) “ar a siael or so. Tvery day the camp commanda~ Lel
coma tr - Lf any of the sick were faking it as they wa i R Par
ar e Temerher our american doctor 4idn't have § ot
passinn the erman doctor had, as it vas really the German . 2‘ar uta
Fert tha siclk 27f the viork detall until they were able to wer'v, e
really hal a la%t of respect for this German doctor.,
I left the hospital and was assigned a barracks and put on what thay
callai rorse detall, It was on thils detail I acgulred the nawz2 "Horse
Fly". o tnis “day, I doa't know why or how the name came akout,
The Job waz to leszave camp at 7:00 a.m. and return at 4:00 p.r. Wwe tnok
care of -he rorses. %e fed them, cleaned their stalls, curry combed
the I was on this uetail about four months when I was sent over to
work witn two Nerman blacksmiths to help shoe horses., I also wWorked

With a veterinary. I worked these two Jobs until we left camp.

QCur detail vas & =zood thing for those who wanted to escape. We would
line up every a.m, 2and p.m. to bte counted at the main gate. The camp
commander vonlé count us. There were 40 of us who worked on this de-
tail., Ve would 1ins up four abreast. He would go down the lines and
start his court, 4, 8, 12, 15, some where around there, someone vould
cause a disturbance and the far two outside lines would take two or
three steps forward and the ones who wWere to try an escape would move
up so there was still four across and he would continue his count, 20,
2h, 2R, 32, 36, 4O and there would be more than forty in the group,
lets say “3. They never 4id know how we did it or ever catch on we
were doing it. Those who tryed escaping were back with us at supper
time,

The officer in charge of Camp 2B was about 60 years old and mean as
hell. '

We all had German dog tags with our number on them. We were to wear
them around our necks and at different times he would ask us to show
him our number. We got the bright idea to put a long pilece of =
string on our dog tag and let the tags hang doﬁn,our rant leg Jjust. .-
off the ground. Then when he asked to see our number; we would start:
pulling the string up. He would stand there ard take it for a few
minutes, but then he would get mad and go into a fit. Out would e
come his pistol and he would call for our interpretor and they would.
go round and round. He was a kid from Terry, Montana named Fickert.
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Iife as you will see.
It vias reallv hard to adjust to being locked up.

W t Al Aave on- w2 N

e on viove good with some euards, but some of them were rats,

T vig 11 s ¢ = 1s
t Was Workira 1w the n one day and we had this guard who didn't

T r
5 X ovwics, 95 N Y e v de

iiizw:wz E;Qn;;ow¥i ;i;th:: zgfﬂbad thinegs about Americans., 1 vias

=aning tre stalis and nad this pltceh fork in my hands, T couldn't
E?kffft‘a??mfr? a:ﬂ T t‘rew 1t~at him. Thank God I missed him an4d
't s :aww-q A rost veax nim., Guess he really got scared. =s wanqt into
2 {1* R ? 2t Yre sther zuards in., I woke up to what - ¥ dawe
fﬂv Wae gonrad, ~ovutr, in ran the guards and I do thiak e 54 )
e et y L7, "ney would have shot me and asked A= g “
1&29‘. 211 ¢ 2 looge,  Jur interpreter came running ir - A
gigmr g na y "2 om ancn slde, going to take me, T don'c v~y “ere,
ansy. S Lotarrreter started talkine to them, he was pood 201 C msar
Fond, Lren "Ma. ot themw 3.11 calred down, I was to appear befnrva :S-a
carp cormaniant, charzed with trying to kill a Gnrman solédiar,

no1 of tre Commandant and figured I have had -,
" ¢ grot after my trial or I should say, near"f.
2y, Oul 'pra2ter and Jamp Commandant went at it liko io o014
TS, i S In't make out all of it, so I had to wait until idey
firished to find out my fate. Cur intarpreter never gave an inch,
He vasn't scared of the Camp Commandant or any other German., I
founi out later wWhy I was spared, He told the Camp Commandant I was
sufferinr from bhattle fatizue and was an awful nervous person. It
d14 the trick, It was here that I was transferred to the blacksmith
shov., The interpreter's name was George Fickert.

In carmv, we vaired off in two. We had to, so someone would watch

out for your perscnal belongings and have your soup and bread ration
ready whnen you came back from work. My partner was a wonderful fellow
from St, Faul, He conldn't work on account of his wounds.

The bun¥ks ﬁere three high and the mattresses were of straw full of lice.
Cn Sunday, we would sit around and pick off the lice out of our clothes
and out of our bed and hair.

We got a small ration of coal to heat a large barrack, It never did
heat but around the stove and it was gone now. Water to wash was
cold., We used our coffee to shave with as it was warm. It was

awful tasting coffee,.

We had vwooden shoes to wear and we had a shower once a week. We got

Red Cross packages once a week, In it was powdered coffee, coffee, -
corn beef, liver paste, cigarettes, margarine, sugar, cheese and. . .- ---o
prunes, ; ;

We had a radio hidden to hear the war news.w.A-lot~0£‘tho<G,I.£s,M Gl E
had hand guns hidden, P > Wi

Everyday was the same routine, Boll call. avoryono o,t, sick and allg“
It took them all day to count and we were the ones to suffer. In the
cold season, God, did we suffer. We stayed out thdrq.unttl%theybtryq
to get their count right. A lot of G.I.'s oouldn t take it and would
fall down. We ‘Were not to go to their aid.' 2
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“ne Junday as I was at Vass, it was stopped and we were told we were
to leawe ecamp. Tt was cold, Two feet of snow on the ground, oh God.
As. T kave tryad tn tell vou by the diary I tryed to keep, we marched
for three monthe in a comrlete circle. VYe ended our march on tre
enfiskirts of a £ouwr mnmad Schuerin, We were put into a tarn to
awalt thae er Af tha Nar,
Planes Tlvine ar- P us every oy and all day., They nevar Satleres s
2t teisz “ they decided to hit us, I was sittineg just ; 3
of ths & mv2 donr and I heard this plane's motor at
¥ T ‘ "+ T heard him 70 Into & diva, b is

B¢ 2 nut 2ar’7 and you will never forset % otse,
R 2 2 sount and tefore I could figuras - ' ;
ra T = » I coull zet out of tke barn door, 4e
rort v L T in t~e Ttarn wall. I moved li¥e Zoi- ] 5 v
~ - L -~ SO —!
Afrar s one pass, he left, That was all we needed to e
favmar irtn sora white paint tn paint P.0O.W. on the roof of 5
g gidnts 5 ta rive us the maint, but we told him either =
or the mAarn. e ot smart in a hurry.
Thara uzz a “ensa faresht ahout three blocks from our barn and during
the nichr*, 5nay mnve? in Cerman troops and army equipment in it.
Tras yva~a in thare nidden for about three days., This one éday, this single
Ameriazs 2lars 2ama over the forest and he was flying very low on the
outsiiae of the forest, It was at that time, a few of the German soldiers

could be hit with their rifles. So they ran out of the
started to fire at it. As they missed, the plane took off
Tt was here I let out a few cuss words as I knew

thouzht 1t
foerest and
and gainad altituie,

what ve viere in for.
The snldiesrs, in the mean time, were really having a ball, as they
vad seare? off an American plane, If they only knew what I 4id.

of July vwould come
Very little time went
the distance. It

a bunch of P51°'s. God,

T told all of the FP.0.W.'s to dig in, the ULth
early, and =et ready to watch the fireworks.
by and I heard the sound of motors humming in
sounded so sweet! I looked up and there were
did they look beautiful. They started at one end of the forest and

Wwent to the other end with their guns wide open. Each pass they made,
they were cutting the top of the trees off like 1t was being done by

a buzz saw, They had all of the army equipment on fire and the soldiers
were running out of the forest looking for whatever cover they could
find. Ve sat there watching like spectators in a grand stand, waving
and shouting,.

The farm hand showed me where an engineer from the railroad had hidden
his pistol. I dug it up and gave the farm hand a few cigarrettes and
told him not to say anything.

We spent a week or so there and one morningy we- Hoko up to- find all
our guards gone, (We were free.) s :

God, d1d@ these prisoners look awful. They looked like a bag of bones .
with a little skin on them. The had to suffer worse than our Lord did.
during his crusifiction. Our Lord died, but these people lived for




vears undar thae hand of the beasts, Animals were treated better. I
saw them and loosk%ed at myself and sald I was lucky.

The Serreant ar?d gly nf us decided to march into town, so vwe started

3 it

ot on thae Rixbyungy, Mere ware dead people all along the highway,

¥act ¢of fMam ia anviertration camp uniforms and piles of runs along
the wav, Ordisrs ware for %11 to come to town without arms @nd rezister
With tha Smwarican Army, e had to o about eight miles to town., Our
Saeresant had us pair of in tyns and doins cadence, ‘e took off,

e were marchinz in sted, there wWas no way you could ta2ll ve were
Arericars wit¥r tra ploches we had on and our skinny look,

a|e e e 2t jeep came alcng hinlkins tt's harn
to l=* 3 . out of their way, they _a»2? lass
1€ <ra ey * ~ e ur Sergeant wouldn't wove ar? ths
Blagatite by “Ed e gl t us as did thre four ot T Lo LS
Fe A i» Fue lzer, I ThED £ was just about to start 2
un ar? g3id, “iie irn ke hell 4o you think you are."” The br 8 went
av snd 2l sFins Wars on S, troueht, "“God, what did I 4o . A
thigs “ar alive +a Se %ille? bty one of our own.," The Corvpora. I mca+d
put a€ tra feer, cave over t~ me and sald, "what the h@ll dtd »¥zu say?”
T rartea+a? i+ mAd e looved 2t me and said, "you American?” 0%
sald, "uWhe in the nall weoul?d wave the auts to cuss back to ¥ !

Ua £a12 iz mem to get the hell out of the jeep and walk intos town,

Up vgs *avirs us ints town in the Jeep. He drove us to the layor's
ronse as 1+ was talen ower by a Captain, We vere given a room, new
nlothes, subvper and claezarettes,

No one could re-live the feeling that was going through us. I remember
] asking for more angle food cake., The Captain looked at me and said,
‘ "G.T., you have had it, that's bread!"
ext day wWe were put up in an apartment, six to eight in each., Ve
ate, slept, roamed the streets shouting at the people. We ran short
es + and we found a ccoler full of froZen meat and had no

We were in this apartment one day looking out of the big bay window
that overlooked the main street. This one P.0.W. went about crazy,

he shouted there was the comander of 2B. (Remember, the mean one.)

We all ran into the street. He saw us and knew what we were after.,

He started to run. We caught him and his trial was fast. They decided
to take him out into the forest. As you should know, we all had pis-
tols by now. I elected to have no part of this. The Jjob was done as

I was to find out later.

A few days later, sitting in the window, I spotted the German doctor

who took care of us in Camp 2B, who cared for me when I was in the camp
hospital. I let out a scream and we all took out for the street and
him. We caught up with him and boy, was he scared - white as a ghost.
We told him he had no fear from us as we thought more of him than our
American doctor as he did more to protect us and heal us.-

We took him to our apartment and let him clean up and fed hlm. He told
) us he had a long way to go to get home. We got the Captain in charge
. of the occupational army and had him draft up a letter stating that £
no harm was to come to this man as he is a German doctor, highly i
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; Parers 5
respscted by 4000 Amearican P.0.W.'s., He will be given all help
possihle to help him reach his destination. To be fed and given
Afer}Caﬁ cizarettss, clothing, etc. He 1s to be treated as an officer
Y & g y al _— 2
of whic > 1a f anv rarm tecame him or hardship, the person or
persons ratpo sitle 11 rever live to see the U.S5,A., It was sizned
by*d Lot of »Taw's, the Taptain and Mayor. As we gave him the
* s W T 5 By g nim the
led/e:. 2 vas a4 1lres for veords. We bid him farewell., (Ye wsas
alse fraa, )
Ve fround a4 wine ~=2ller in the basement of the hotel. Did e rzwve a
fa“‘j. a nt ogn Ararl . some of us ended up drinkine in¥, =23 3+ uasg
trna Taymnests L my v gt-ora Inv 1 wWith the wine bottles.,

a unta w B o firnd our planes were walting for .o, Cenlin g
‘7\3‘1 - ‘ ¥ = T Taal ~ ] ) _ 7 ‘ ;
e han-le = a pizce and off vwe took, We landed at France -3 aas
s PN R &b % ¥ < </ . A~ i
loada . 8 , one way ticket to America. The trip heme . =g “ad
for me, s=2a zi-¥ mest of the time.

T w11l revar forzat, wWe w2re in the water out of New York ard e ‘iers
sineine av? carryins on, When all of a sudden, all was cal», I s5tall
revar favxat {t, DMNot 2 nolse anywnere, I looked up and we .=re tas-
sing the —aoast beautiful sight outside of my family and Jamestown, it
uas the T“satue of Iiberty. Yo cne could get me now., (I was ome in
America - {res.j

a troop train to Fort Snelling, Minnesota.

P ical and new uniforms and parers for a 30

ed in St. Paul to unwind. I didrn’'® know that my
3 ) .

day furloush, T sta
S St. Fanl.

parents knew I wa

T starte?d heme on the N.F. Passenger Train No. 3. There were four
atha= 5.7.'s on tre train, so I wasn't lonely. I arrived at Jamestown
an? on getting off of the the train, no one saild hello. They saw me
and hune their heds as they went by me, I was to find out why later
on. At that verv moment, 2 Mass was geing held for my youngest brother

who paid the supreme sacrifice,

T went over to my sister's house to surprise her, but she wasn't home,

so T wWwent over to the Midwest Garage and called my home. Mother answered
and told me to stay there as my father would be there to pick me up.

So here he came wWith his pal Tony DeKaria 1n a 1928 Chevy 4 door.

As He gzot out of the car, the first thing I noticed was his hair had
cotten so white, but he looked young. After we got through kissing,
etc., I said to him, "how 1s little Joey doing?" He looked at me and

the tesrs started down his face. He said, "It's so sad, we lost 1little
Joey." All joy of being free and home left me. He was the baby. - . o

As I arrived home, I was treated 1like a hero.
white hair and looked tired. fo Ll o,

My Mother was now with

We as soldiers did suffer, but I do boliovabthg-pgrents‘bfra so1d1ar
suffered beyond understanding. I was stgrting a new life. =

Thanks Be To God!
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LR ) » t~ lazive camp 23 anytine.,

e TRe ~ e > FaTT s B et reatdy o move out.

o o~ R S 30 r,m, ar? thae snow four fest Aeas A 2nld
o i ; 1 : * alter 5 few hours the 1lne 5F -2 R
shratnve : ta lorz, 22 to no condition Ve weres Lo wava

fra Te, > Pras =tlae Igno,

4 b JECN =z C . A Yay A o lea L ~
’ 8 oragdls garrylre KAt :
Yar | W el 241 Sived, S0 I BHc
3 1 blg tree and latd 7
it , tcere wss3 this olg 2.1,
K N 22Xl out of me 24T wl i
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' - 7 Lilseyp 2 o on =
' . et 2 S o
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R ¢ i gmenl t Tind anyplace to sleer LE W

- s [irs 5 Sera, 2o I uenht to tne hog house a slzpt
...»”

R
i - L., ne B o.M,

Int ler coffaa at =00,

2 vere jagt foll that we would be getting Zed Cross parcels at 10:00,

e sabt arcund an? su el out the coming of the parcels
we 2et thew at 1860,

Sure uas ooc? £o get them 3s we were short of food.
we rale a stalag caxe.
we were told that we would get parcels next Monday,

f the 100,000 P.O. h.'o ahead of us didn't get them first.
we 4idn't =ee any r.C.W.'s on the road ahead,
we just sat around, had coffee, spuds and went to bed.

Tue,

Tp early, we wWera told it was alriecht to builld fires.

So ve mwade more sputs soup, coffee,

Cut my finger real bad trying to cut wood the wrong way.
After dAinner, washed, and started supper.

There are a lot of men getting sick.
These men who are getting sick look like to me that they will never

make it. I worry about myself at times as I am way down 1n weight
and am having problems with my stomach. )
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came in,
knowing that we will be getting

C.NN

2 e

ee, had to walk without food in you,

re American planes, thank God,
49 a Jerry airfield,

llell, Mother he neus sounds good, so maybe one of these days I

will »e coming home to you and Dad,

Mare planes on the ground, all destroyed.

we have one of the hest air forces in the world,

The Jerrys looked 1li%e they never knew what hit them.

Al
-

Ert ,

~

Well, today i1s Good Friday and vwe are on the road marching. !

Ve did 12 kilometers and got to a place with four walls around it and
they put us in there and locked the gate. . s !
We had ons small barn for over 600 men and it would only hold 300

We were sitting around and the air raid siren blew, and in a matter
of minutes, American planes were all around us.

We are to stay here tomorrow to get dcloused and cleaned up.
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The canfliderce ma~ incst 129t for the Stalag,
o o T a11 vy 8+ ~ o~ 5 £ % 3 e b
we Aare all WA it~ retarn to find out what is taking place
%0 A - : L 4 P B =
"he © toalk _ - Ammn,
g + T ox s e i, % .
e 5 et ra Jerrys, but it's Just not wate
AN -~ = _ . v ! * T =7 *
e 3 2 3 3 b s ia vay for with cizarettes,
’ 313 17 ; I SR s !
a [Tre , 3 : Ty - I = y = it it i1s f1lled £ o
B s 2 [ £ = T . . s -~ -
e 2 gra f -~ v2a tesls we vere told.
T P ¥ i - t o R
iT o, g=2 1% is rell all over Cermany.
- 4 e £..77 ~
ire mavr 3 i " 111 of lice, hungery.
1z 4w their Pall on sarth,
- =1 5
51T 002 : ~lr over at the mern here &
bl 2, sathearts, Mothers, Fatuers ar” ,
i - = p =a Thaem,
8 e ava to get parcels Honday.
i, "o = N
& ot TR waTle
% 2 =avst sptes, te Are neaded only God knows.
- | - - ~ t -3
i3 = = “ S e g 22 Gt & = sy .
o YA S 5 e I3 ¢t as can be.
a ars 52131 Fae? i 21angz the way all day lonsz,
- Yo &~ = oS i ~
- o Y 573 .
e . =43 5135 Dt .
¢ 5 2 - - evb R A £4 el T " ® . 1 ~ th s =
i g ik sa stopued , TilpguTea 2 couldn't make anotner mlie.
yAL8 azr dpg~e in from totay's TAYChH.
Slserp X B - von could find a spot.
Sle=at ers today.

2 s ~ 7 [}
Tivili 1ooks like the Gay Ninety's.
x|
£ . S

hl 7“.
3eeinz med as 14 trat I wuas to stay behind on account I would
slow everyone down and be a problem to all.
I ¥new that if I stayed behind that they would get rid of me,
Some of the fellows got a hold of me and told me that they have no
intentions of leaving me behind. They got some o0ld lumber and rope and
made a sled for me to ride on. _
Tt was 2o0ld vhen we started out and all was going good. I slept
vhile the men, sick and tired as they were, took turns pulling me.
Then the sun came out around noon and the snow started to melt.
31ed was no good, I was forced to walk leaning upon my fellow P.OJW."'s
to hold me up. ' 3 e i T
411 T can say is, God bless the men that helped me alonz. - - = >k
vade 1t with Cod and the men's haelp, »
¥y fever was better after we stopped.
We will leave in the a.m. :
e @11 18 kilometers.
Sickness still was with us. _
God only knows where we &are going

Yoo all of us. j _ 35 = v :

to end up and what Wiilvhappghht°' ;{'




: W ary
Sat 4 gt
We started out at 2,00 a,m,
Marchaed t111 3:00 n,m,
Not bad goine, -
A 1ittle tired, ™t ¢,r,
We ot 2 harn to slean in, .
We got bread tedaw awd chease from the Jerrys.

xhp" are not feziinz us “A*ﬂlng, Just enough to keep us alive and

Am C.¥,, bt hedy 1s 8 little sore.
20 Yila-atase g5
be sare 12

3

LTS V;O;:' Q:(‘\:\’ a.ml

‘ » zet ©bread ration so will continue later, T “on’t
alss my rreal ration, I need it to go on.

This maves it a u=se that e have been marching, not bad gni-~-.

Had nn 3ied but g0t along 0,.¥.

'VOT’T ° é‘

We startad On at R:00 a.m,, marched and marched.,

Stovpoed for dinner, started out again, marched until 3:30 p.m.
Stoprred at a big farm house,

We were to zet parcels, but it was just a rumor.

We were given bread, six men to a loaf,

So far no one knows viere wWe are going.

They are ¥keeving us away from the Russians, but they are getting close,
as we hear the Russian's cuns all night around camp 4B,

They tell us the Russians are moving fast.

We prayed keep coming.

We are to stay here three more days, here hoping we do so it will be
too late for us to go and the Russians will free us.

Tue. 7

Stayed here all day long.
¥eep telling myself to take it easy with food, or it will be gone.

We are cetting very little food from the Jerrys.
Dryed my clothes, washed, ate and went to bed.-

Wed, 8

Came down and started the fire, ato.-

No parcels so far. g : ' e
Still trying, feel real sick, but wlth God‘s hulp. w111 make it., . - .

Still praying that the was will end and that we Hill got food._rj&
Do a lot of praying, it seems to kcop you going., :
w1th God's help, will make 1it. fgee ok



Aftarnoon

Ate dinner, took a rest,
die just wot naws trat we have zo to make 20 kilometers in the a.m.,
or else we Acn't go anyrlace.,
30 here horiras we Aan't fall,
So I'd nettar pet reaiy to move, feeling sick.,
So be s=seing vou, 1 hore.
"‘:"Y* S
far up an~" v, ats, and started out
41l sea ; rac~~la Yeaving their homes behind, and takine
=35 = 1
We - SN . 1 ’.;"‘4(‘\‘ OO
Zairz ¥n T2 To Fleen, Ve roved in with the horses.
Tra Zussians are surrosed to be outside of the Stalag.
e are =1 oaur way there,
I thiry trat no ore knows where We are going, just trylng to 22D us

away fra~ the Zussians, Jerrys still hoping to wWin.
21 too had today.

B : te aithar 1ife or death to all of us, so will keep zoing on.
e made 28 ¥ilometers today to do another 28 tomorrow.

vent to ted

i @

&)

O

oF 9
+

o)

n D

Today makes 13 days on the road
OQur wagon broke down, So wWe wWere forced to carry all of our stuff.
Food getting short, tired and sick., -

We are all sick,
We have 2 lot of boys sick with diarrhea.

Ate, went to bed.

Fri. 10

We are still on the march, food getting short.,

can't live on what they are giving us.

Civilians all day long on the road going, who knows.

We are just about surrounded by the Russians.

We still don't know where we are going.

My back has been glving me trouble and I have diarrhea.
Stopped for the night, too tired to eat.

Went to bed.

Sat 11

We marched 20 kilometers this day. : B e R e e Fn S il

We wers given a slice of bread. This bread is called seven years old, =
- it is covered with sawdust. = : i
) : See more civilians along the road, got all of their bolong;ngs.with TR

them. e AT e - SR e




Sat 11 (cont.)

¥ 4+
ghoroer

Food gettinec
Aussian army

along tehind us,

g coming
=]
>

St111 don't know Where wa &re g0ing,

Sleap in harns, ani sheds,

The peopls are znod to us in some of the places we stop .

Sun 12

(i;sf:lv.x ‘ 4

yYarche? 2 F 5 red and ate dianer.

Some sorg 3potE A -2y, feal real tired out, but still o

Stayad in hiz harn

khern I sa + ~va-, T A1An't mean ve stopped at a restaurant, s =S
a shansas tn -uild a fire and cock up whatever Wwe have or can I'i-d,
Todavy I fesl real sick, Sod, I am so awful tired, but I have 7o crolce,
got to ¥a2er zolnzx on or 4drob.

Stopved azain for the night.

Another barn, they always seem to find a barn for us,

Tooks 1like trs Hilton when you are dead tired.

They let us stay over for today so we could rest up.

We are to zo 27 kilometers in the a.,m. Oh Lord.

We are to reach a ferry boat and then five days later reach a camp.
We are all hoping this is true.

Today it is raining, a very cold and wet day

Sick fellows all about us.,

We made a stew for supper and coffese.

Went to bed, ;

Bought a calf from a farmer, cost 50 marks, ten days old.

We butchered it and will have soup tomorrow.

Thur. Nov. 15
Up at 9:00 a.m.

Was told we will stay here another day.

Windy and
We didn't
We are to
This will
done in.

We bought
Will have

cold.
get any bread now for two days.
do 32 kilometers tomorrow.

be a back bregker for all of us as we all

are Jjust about

a hog so vwe wWill have more soup for a few days. .

to go to bed early so will bs in shape for the RATOH 5 o e

Took a cold bath in river, went to bed .
War news sounds good.




Left at 7:00 a.m,

Got to our spot at 7:00 p.m.

We ara to on on kitcrun duty, and work in a sugar factory.
We are leavings in ths a,m,, as we are getting near our spot,
Wherever that i«
4e Just 2% a2 sugar rat'on, one spoon per man, some deal,

.

|7T\ - »(,T T, .

Cver *r 7 ° 2", .i% wzter on for braskfast,

lgonr 2 2

We Aara ) r 3% £paE 4 .m,

Wa nva 37 ~ftranging guaris, Food Aeal,

Tra - z ~i Ave real mean to us as they know ti= a
losins te var,

Mor. 110G

5, Zoing was slow as wWe are all dead tired and

We =ot to a small village and =ot another barn.,
Get a rumor vwe are to get a train, sure hope not because our planes

don't miss a train,
Just saw three planes scrappring hell out of a town nearby.
Went to hed early with planes buzzing all over and all night,

Tue .

Up early, had coffee and washed.
A lot of air planes around here, they are hitting everything in

sieght,
Wagons, homes, horses, etc. :
Coo¥ed a good meal, and went to bed,

Wed,

Up at 6:00 a.m,
Had coffee, washed, sewed my clothes, what was left of them.

Had dinner.
There was a rumor on parcels again and we did get them, one parcel

to three men.
We ate spuds all day long.

Wed. Svening

Bought a dinner from a Jerry farm, spuds and gravay for three
cigarettes,




e helped to cive
Had a coad dinrer

varcaels ont and the Jerrys took a lot of them,

ine ¥We can do about this.

and ar

now walting for coffee,

}\D

Ve are leaving ir the a,m,
God, vinen w11l this
T red,

fell Aslesp mafnve T had ti-2 to finish this page.

WAT anl?

(2} o amr A +
mnerv, Sorve, dirty,

Py .
‘B BATIY, ' ~affaes z2-7 gtarted out,
a A4 2 4 e T a~g
Cn tYrae u=vw, < 37% 00N 2,7 ,'s working on a Jerry's air fisl-?,
wnen tie T > omr rlace for the night, a fellow told us tra-
are twraae corvar af Azad a Aav that goes by here after an air
he s1ure A{4n't faal too zond now.
we 113n't pet to mave fires, no soup.
“vo ot hraeai for thvas ’?a_‘,rs, seven men to a loaf,.
Flanes all around us.
Sat,

Wash, coffee, sitting around waiting to go.
We are hneaded towards Hambure,

We A1d 2L kilometers, another barn.

Planes all around us.

Yad soup, wWent to hed, ‘

‘/;ed .

Up at 6:00 a,.m,
Had breakfast,

mix up a soup.
There were parcels in the town, but no one would let us see about

them, so no parcels, they will go to the Jerrys.
We are to go 22 kilometers in the a.m.
Have to go to sleep early, took a bath in the river, cold,

Went to bed.

went to town, got some food from a farm family to

cold,

Tue .

Well, today is another day, will be loavlnz at 7 00 a.m,

Food 1is just about out. s e SR T
Two packs of cigarettes left. ' ' S T AT
Here hoping we get a parcel soon, from some placc. :
We go to a small village and went to bed, dog tirod.

T N R e e 2 e e i T S e g,




Mon, /

Ulp marly readv to rco,

] v A oAl b e~ :

Nice Agy fe raventy - we A34 29 kilometers,

A =3y bvlenty of sun inplacements.

Alonge the 7,
- ine trevs=2]f well protected.

& |

Theyv are r=tt
ot a srsl1l stanlse to sleep in.
Had souds, no hread,
T lar AFPYirmrar FAlA 1318 W
nier nfficar +*nld us we are to eo 18 kilcometers in the a.m,
So hera willire,
Wwent to rel B ™5

) v
,:;‘ s = ™I 6
‘ad breakfast an? ma’e a pack,

Al T 5ea 3E - -
Ahon 1 3 .~. 2n air rald and G.I. bombers came over 1n ~abion
Went to cr A at 1:00,
Had soup, wWill be coing to bed as we wWill be leaving in the 1.7,
Fel: &.,%. Marsh

Tha Confidernce man went to see z2bout parcels.

Wwa went back to the kitchen to work.

Wa bought some pots from a lady here to make a soup in.

Rritish lads started to cook.

The Confidence man came back with parcels, three men to a parcel.
Thank God, it sure was a 1life saver.

s are to move out Monday.

Sat.,

Up at 6:00 a.m,

Over to the kitchen.

Znglish 1ads had fire going.

Guards told us we are to =et another parcel, didn't pay any attention

to them.

2oiled water for dinner and also washed my clothes.

Parcels 4id arrive, one to three men, was glad again.

I guess we will march untll war is over. »

Cooked soup for supper and waited for the Jerry's medicine man, ) s L
We oot bread, seven men to one loaf. Five slices for three days. - : |

Sure ate heartily. .
Sewad my clothes, took a bath, to bed.

Sun.

Well, here it is Easter Sunday. = =
Am washed up and waiting to go to Mass.,
Held Mass'outside.i i s i




Sun, (cont.}

%
Y'-(q n‘,inncr'

hranA 4+ 1 >
pread, twe days ration, four slices, aver sesen a man
©

starvi + n?  Try o+
;,ava“c ~ '1n? Trv ¢o hol? on to four slices of bread for two
days, -
St1ll a4 les 2° atr ratd=s around use.
To hed. “oo? nizht,
Sat,

Tva t~3hen, sn they started to ccok oar

T B Arie v,

las > , “sr of the other.

T mata 3 _ © z2ryfs sn3 peas for me and my mucker.,

& Fn® 4 waktan, faurslices per man., Not bad, it waz -->~7 ™rzad,
raTra wWera ! i a a1l Aav lorg, the planes are taking ca - f na
Jarrys, “a rds are mard at us.,.
Phat's 21 fnr tadav, to hed for me,
eri.

s0t to 2 place with big walls around it, they locked us in.
; 1:13?8 in a harn inside the walls, 600 of us and barn will only
e) )(4

j Was sittingz around when the air raid blew, and G.I. planes wers all
over the place.
We are to stayv here tomorrow and get delouced and cleaned up.
Was starding in line and guard came over and asked us what we wWere
iAping, told him waiting for our soup, he kicked out our fire.

Thur.

Jeft at 7:00 a.m.

Got to our vlace at 2:00 p.m,

We made spuds and soup.

We were told we were to go over to the kitchen to work in a sugar
factory.

Will be leaving in the morning.

We are getting near our place.

Thur.

We started out to go eight kilometers to thn town that was bombod oubg:ﬁe@

yestorday. S

We didn't see much of the town loft but yosterday, the planes 1ooked;_i;5
) _ beautiful - 1000 of them. R

The fighter planes wWere SO low wa could mako ont thc Amorican slgns.

They saw us as Americans and left us alone.

T 1eft us alono.;

American or they would havo novo

They had to know wWe wWere

S 2 et i~ B D ek e iy




!v'J e d . u

Started out maconing, vie are to go 12 kilometers, when bombers came
aver - 1000 n®f +hamr,

Thev homhe? 2 bawn 12 miles avay,

Wa are seaing dead alcons the way,

Tha pespla “on's ==2em harcy &8s We are.

Tha racnla 1ok 1i%e they are tired of the whole thing,

BREL
- Y A 4 T
e ; leave toZay.,

2 are > T ~m a stalagz,

-~ D& s =~ -

AT .

Ise sicy 1v»g L2 2o In by traild,
S0 fere A >y wa o on tn a stalag by boat.
n .. YA s - P 9 75 P, U vy = o
Navar tnou-nt ['3i say this, but zlad no traln for me.

'p earliy,
Finisred coffees, sat arocund, )
Yewus smunds cosd, might be home soon, if God spares me from this
ori=aal,

A1l of us are t 4 out and just akrout broken in spirit.

i red
We are teally cetting beat from no food, and too much marching,

ue .

p early, started out, did 18 kilometers

Got a =zood place to sleep, & barn with straw,

Got a parcel and boy, Were We happy as wWe needed it.
To bed.

Mon.,

We stayed over for today.

I washed my clothes, took a bath.
My foot is real sore, pulled ligaments, both faet painful to walk,

%ill drag them if I have to, will not szay behind. - [ e

We got a parcel, one to five men. Ry ' d

We had 25 G.I.'s take off, they didn't get far, someone turned them in.
The Germans are madder than hell at us. .
Will be leaving in ghe a.m. so will be seelng you.,
The news sounds good, the war is coming to anzend, - -- - -




Sun,

'e started nut at 9:00 a,m.

Did 21 ktilowe*arz, vary warm day.
Tha wagon we rad 's $ust ahout done for,
Eard soup, venqt tn hai,
Sat,
kWe startzd o0k ar .70 3.7, and want on till 12 noon.
EATa e S ; Ty, 2 Tal Jress truck went by and than it el
‘ )
e ~ ; . - oy |
Ko thah Hie, 7 roines cave out of the skies and thre 5 53
~ ~ 1 3 - _e -~
Flara ~at Far frem us
"-’:. ~F g s ~a g s \ nrry.,
D43 1% Wila~eterz, wert to red early,
UT‘. ~
'p at £:00 a,m
Had coffes,
We are suvvosad to oo to a stalagz about 30 kilometers away,
We zot 15 kilometers from there and stopped, they told us the Americans
are bombine the camp.
Boy, d1d we cuss the Americans out, they just finished off ocur honre.
) We bacl tracked and sleep for the night.

we heard a rumor that President KRoosevelt died, sure hope not.

We are behind the Jerrys lines.

We got to a place at 9:00 p. m., sure was tired out.

Got up at 9:00 a.m.

We are supposed to go 15 kilometers today.,

We have not had bread or soup for three days now,

Down to 120 pounds in wesight.

Our black widows T 38 were over our barn all night.

They had their lights on, they locked us in the barn, sure was some-
thing to hear planes over us and we can't see them or gst out.,

Fri. 13

Well, we are crossing the E1b today by-ferrx boat.,;,

30 kilometers to go. 2

We had 13 G.I.'s take off last night on Friday thc 13 2, s
We just got a rumor we might be cut off from crossing the Blba sure

) do hope so. : :
ot The guards are now carrying their guns morc alort. ;rr;nl
So it looks like 1t is Just about over with. TR e




Fri. 13 (cont.)

A e war ‘ i con T 1
S W ATE ON our nocon hre:s Just outside of this town, the planes

came over, thav ~ara daun ong side of us, they hit a tTuck in
>~

2
a
front of us and i1t busted 1
We have “esapn ssaeing hriuck a

RS S

fter truck along the way bombed out.

at ecnut our planes.

on us.

the column to help those who fell back “o Y%esn

turned on us it was every man for him=>':7 35

smitn shop and ran in there to firnd 2o~ T

t»am planes followed me to the door, - n ivr-tde
gad 3z - S floor over in the corner. I Jumped 'rn ~: 373
W ire A - , tre place was beilng torn to hell ° et Tave
I Taid & ars =nt-virnx tnis is 1t, the plane only made one uv:= L g0
halp ma, clas~e 31 just akout had it, As I laid in t} ~1a 4n
thve yr, T oamvar 411 notice trers vere two other fellow- 2 e
The nre 17 rtrvins o tally, but he was so scared, he rever ¢ >
senze, I fam? ont later he was trylne to ask me if and win+ rird they
were, '
After T *ncusrht 1%t over, I came out to find out why the ol » *ddn't
makae a second vass over the buildine.
Up te trhe front of the column, someone laid down an American»n ©lac,
Trev got one from one of the French prisoners,
fhe planes then resgrouped and came at us again, I figured damn, then
can't they see us,

i g

They ma“e a pass over us as we all laid out in the field and turned
arouand and started another nass over us and it was this pass that all

of the olarns tipred their wings showing us that they knew we were
American F,0.W.'s. Thank to the Lord.

MOY‘! o 1‘

We are suvrposed to move out at 12 o'clock.
Bt 1t looks like we will stay here.
We are still sweating out our spitfires. These damn planes hit

everything in sight.
I love them as long as they stay away from our boys and me.

Sun. 15

We started out at 9:00 a.m.

No soup or coffee. 2 2 .

Did 23 kilometers. xS e

We flagged more of our planes away from us.

Again we passed a Jerry air fleld, all training planes around, but
no fighter planes around.
Well, Mother, the news sounds good agaln. Ono of;those days will be,w»;
home to you and Dad., = 7 e

Our planes are destroying all of the Jerry s stuff.
We have one of the best air corps in the world. - -
This is also where we saw airplanss that look likc Jots, but didn't e

know it at that time.
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Thur.

Up early and startad out,

Wa saw Amerizanp vianes

L0

we

=

Thev will shoot Aci

down tre nther 31'e
¥

1]long the way, shooting everything up.

ayeat tham out at wmicht

sna side of the street and come back and shoot

OAy, Are these Telicws on the hall.,

(B
'_ 2 e - e " PN T
; , took 2 5

Yala C 3 i 13 dirnner,
tlaves 2 - ~wa }2l1 cut of everything all niah”
It*s rea’ cnazmy At »izht ag vou can't see them until the:
treir zna, and tnay sseem to shoot everything that moves,

£
The “arfifarcas man came back last night, told us no parcel:z.
Thia 1s our “hird day of rest,
Yestarday we sauw American planes overhsad.
We ars hezded for the town of Schwerin, that's were the parcels are.
This we don't belleve,
Jnst finished dinrer, word 1s that we will leave this place in the a.m.
Suvrosa’d to do 15 kilometers in the a.m,

Thur. 8

We started out at 7:3
We did 29 kilometers.,
The going was real Tro
Sleep in another barn
Guess they think we s

Mar 8

Up early, ate.

Started out early and

If I zet home, SO hel
That 25 kilometers Tre
No fires to cook.

Got a bowl of soup around 11:00 p.m.
Planes are going over dropping flares,

0 a.m,

ugh for all of us.

leep in barns at home.

d1d a grand total of 25 kilometers.
p me, I'1l]l never walk again.
ally got me down.

and’ﬁhon?tho‘bomb.
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Up at 6:00 a,m
ie had our soup at 7:00 a.m.
And coffee after the soup.
The news sure looks good,
that 1is.

It will not be long now and it
massacre all of us.

We see civilians 2ll along the
their goods.

Also dead horses all along the
We got three slices of bread
Ate supper, went to bed.

this

Mar., 12

Up at 6:30 a.m,

»Ju

ation,

home

You guessed 1it,

soup,

4\

ometers.
1led licaments back of heels,

Sore as

Wherever that is.
kitchen broke down, they are forever

i1s my birthday.
nd up, no cne knows,

ne

0o

next one, pray an‘
they put us

no

and Just as we vere to g2+ 1%,
re we could make a move,

t give a damn if fires
o them, we cared less,
2T and Dut out the fires, no soup now,.
ir planes than we are.

]
o
4

e}
dn' Were out or
t

nIJb

war is just about over, .for the Jerrys
wWwill be home sweet home, if they don't
way with horses and wagons loaded with

way, victims of our planes,

today.,

We d4id 19 kilometers today, not too bad going.
We are getting near our destination, Schwerin. .
We should get parcels in a couple of days, wWs hope to God.

I am really sick today, fesl like calling it quits, but Hili go on.v”“"




Yar. 13, Tue.

lip at ;70 a,m

L] -
Di-‘ 1Q % “_»’E_v:',"‘o“’r; 1= C '*1'3"";'
Lot te our nia-a i irtant too much trouble.

L nlagpe 3 Ari~stlhhar ~2 Ty {2

The nlace is ~rhaer horvn, We are 11 kilometers from 2 stalasg,

We ave goirg tn fae abant parcals soon.

Ve and rourts “elleows ave working in a kitchen.,

So “are s~a2r 1 coav, T 217 a little cooking at Thertz Cafe it home,
ke T bad Fand E=s usel W . . S

but I 3 Toin A w~~¥k with, not slop.

e s : an, ranorted Tor vork.

Faie =0T,

Tha Aubyv atfirer game in and told us to zet the hell out. s of

the fali~i~ u't*h us stole an oll can and made a stove out o 1T an’

trhe offt~ar #2127 we had to replace 1t before wWe could cook AR ok oF-

tn eat tha Yitchen.

50 ve & a= ua Aidn't want to cook anything anyway.

we Slomre i s vaturred tre can, they would heat the hell ot

nf the felln ky returned it,

"rev, at tnis po'nt, treating us like dogs, honest to God, this war

has got tc end.

As T said, we are 1! ¥xilometers from a stalag, but we wWill never see
p

They won't let us see +he confidence man to see about parcels,

iie nave no food left.

We A13 zet a bread ratlion, two slices per man, hard as rock.

We d14 30 kilometers today, this makes L5 days on the road, Oh Lord.
Dirty, full of lice, sick and half starved to death.

But we will carry on.

They are mad at us as they Ynow there 1s no hove for them to win the

war.
Cod bless every American, they are the greatest people and nation

in the world.

Mar. Thur.

Up at 6:00 a.m.

Rumors are that we will get parcels.
We got our job back in the kitchen because the Jerrys heard that we

will be getting parcels and they want to be good to us so they can

have some of the food.
With God's help, we wWill make it.

Sun, Morning.

Up at 6800 a.,Mm.
Had my Jer.ys coffge._



B

Sur, Mornine ({ccvi.)}

Tavire around ard lilstening to the news, or rumors would be better

to ecall it.
want tn chure* at 160
Far alg 4:s% csare in, everyone happy till it's gone.
Waws va cat oo s zne? atout the end to this war.
e, L
b T B -, *rey rat us in another barn ani 1 3
~mtE Tan : vnn lzet g*op, too many chlckens disapue
-+ a-1 po*=z°22s, sc we had plenty of stew.
Tue ., 22
vo at Ly0n
The e J=2 3 liva *to rise early.
ine waniy %o <o and one cof the guards hit a G.I. with his rifle FEE o
e had -n hol? us all back as we cared for nothing at this time,
"momg +thav are retiing tousner as the days go on.
Wa ars survosed to hit our destiny in about two days.
3ure 40 rope so, I am all in.
Na bread azain for two days.
we were civen souds, ate, wWent to bed .
No Adate

we 313 20 ¥kilometers today.

Put us up in another barn.

We went to town and bought some fish,

We wWere just told fires out, SO will say goodnight.

Mon, 22

We started out at 7:00 a.m.
We marched through Anklam.

The G.I.'s vere over the city and dropped a few bombs.

Tt was good to s=e sights like this.

Mon.

Started out at 7:00 a.m. , ST
Marched 37 kilometers and slept out doors.

It was real cold. : - e %
Supposed to get the ferry boat tomorrow. - st
I couldn't keep my teeth from clinking together.

God, it was cold.




Thev didn't clve us timg for hreakfast,

Starte! to marzh 2¢ ¥Wilometers to a ble barn again,
8 CC‘U?"“VT'P coat yigtar ¥ 10 s vie bouﬂ'ht 1t.

Fedded Ag farn £he nicht. ‘

A -~ v b e
(=
A . 3% .
SR ‘ o e ~nt tno a big harbhor,
e ree ot i+ or tre “cocks as the Americans J
Amal 3
- E N S - ‘- "2’, re ,"-: ',z_‘
L r R a~de avwy nappler with us.,
5 ~~ple coree 271 over the place, but it 417 -7 210
1t 41 o,
Fri., Yar. 1
Segvttvor At 5+ £, NN it
& o o o ¥ | * . » . L]
Varnhed 37 Wilometers.,
Slernt outsife, 1t was very cold,
3 22 , My At e s -
e 23 tuo blanrets together and put tree branches on top of us %o

.
keeD wWarm,
My feet uere so sore, [ took off my shoes, now I can't get them tack
on. Some deal,

e were told we would get a ferry boat ride come a.m.

"We

Fri, Mar., 23

Got up at &:0C a,.m,

Had my coffee.

Just sitting around.

We have no water to wash with.

The Confidence man again went to the stalag to see what can be done
for us.

We are out of food. '

Have just what the Jerrys are ziving us, and that's not much.

I keep praying that something will happen.

New Day

Up at 6:00 a.m.

Jerrys coffee finished. ' A i o i S g e

Waiting for the Confidence man to return from the stalag. == -

They took the sick to the stalag. - T A 2%

We are getting soup from the Jerrys, but it 1is J

drinking water we have to buy for cigarettes. LE e St 22
) ‘We are still 23 kilometers from a d;ffc:ont'spalag,.but :t 1§na18qut£1a&

i St111 to stay here for three waeks,lo IHIUEES R SoAR e G T A
It is hell, but I guess it 1is hell.all over Germany.

ust hot water and the




Yew Day (cant,)

The men har ra dirty
i xare ara dlirty, full of lice, hungry.

T o £ + - Y
"mis 1g t*ai> =all an aeth T =
A 11 on oeA; , I guess.
ThHar. AT o
Got up at “.00
(}oq—f»iﬁ,* - b s PR + -
Ge : g e out today, ve are to do 32 kilometers
~ - + - - -m e ™ ik I i » )
2 starz 0,7, and enied up at a blg barn
mwm » i £y & - N
~ = Rl r.(W‘>L PR
Sk ! : 1 w11 te our heme for three ueelks,
¥ % § R - 37 L5427 7 - ) o
A : d 2~ 311, zo we are to walt here.
2 ~ e ien* Lo bed.
DJ ~ -
87 5 5 .
~ — - - -
We S a4 avzr today, wWe rose at £:00,
Saup Yo ne nnd, Jerrys soub.
Starta® +a thin¥y ahout dlnner.
Wa can't za anross the streat.
T - e T P 2 T f
Tre 3 = e JBarrys,. are 18311'{ “’Iaj at us .
v! R oy | Emas o S
We gzot our trea? ration for tomorrow.
4L+a surver, mOore SpuiS.
m ~ 4+ - T - p
That's all we eat it seems 1s spuds.

out at R:00 a,.m.

= re given bread, six men to a loaf.

We are to zet a ferry boat in a couple of days, here hoping we
re to rTide it for two davs,

0od zettirig short, but 1f keep going, will do alright.

Jerrys are on the move, Russians are coming, also the Yanks,
Wwe stopped at a place called Witslock, sleep in horse barn.
Ate some raw spuds for supper..

We were told that our destination would bs a deserted village,
but it was just a rumor going around.

We are going vest, so if we keep this up,
York in a couple of vWeeks.

“ All pights reserved. No porﬂ;iﬂy'_of A4

- this publication may bereprocu ediun
in any fornn'without;pernngsign_of %
writer o "N. Dak: EX-POW'S Inc."..

we should be hitting New
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Dear Sir.

Please put these pages in my booklet that is in your
library.

Prisoner nf War boonklet

By J.A.Carlascio
710-2nd-St-Sn0- West
Jamestown n.dak
58401
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