
University of North Dakota University of North Dakota 

UND Scholarly Commons UND Scholarly Commons 

North Dakota Prisoner of War Reports Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special 
Collections 

1982 

James A. Carlascio of Jamestown: Japan, World War II James A. Carlascio of Jamestown: Japan, World War II 

James A. Carlascio 

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/nd-pow-reports 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
James A. Carlascio. "James A. Carlascio of Jamestown: Japan, World War II" (1982). North Dakota 
Prisoner of War Reports. 11. 
https://commons.und.edu/nd-pow-reports/11 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections 
at UND Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in North Dakota Prisoner of War Reports by an 
authorized administrator of UND Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact 
und.commons@library.und.edu. 









; 

Yes.rs 1.r!1-i~~ t ':'-1 ~ r:an0 of th,~ be-9.sts. Animals were treated better. I 
sPt.w th':!:ii n.n~ 1.o,~keri �~�~� .,,yse 1f a n(i said I was lucky. 

�~�h�~� ~~~r .:~~~7l "'ll-: 1_,,-- r, si x n f' \.~s r1e1;l~en to :nrirch into town, so v1e starter, 
0 nt: ;iv; ~!-. ~ ·;,.,r ~ , .. + ·,: ·..., _.: .. ~-'·: ~T'~ -,: ~y~ ~ead peop1e all al0r.i;r +:h~ h\Q:",..;wqy. 
~->s:-. cf '": '· ·J3>11 �~� :~ :.~nr ~~r'::: :-:1 t1 c" t: cP..;np un1for:ns and piles of &!"ur,s alon~ 
t i-: �~� vJ a y • ,~ "."' -~ �~� ..,. · :-; 1:, �~� ..... e: r ,_Y;:-- .q 1 l t o co me t o t own w 1. t h:) u t a :::m s s. n ·4 re ;r 1 s t er 
',d_t ;·-: -':: "~~ t .~~Ttc :;.-n { r ~,-, _,,r . ', .' 0 r, '.1·'"1 to R:O about ei&sht miles to tcnm. Our 
2 ero-:~·-i r.t r·1:-:1 --: ·. is ;.--~i: r,:·: t r. t 1- i0S !:l.nd doin~ cadence, ;i e t ook of:". 
~;e ::e y ~ "".' ·q r r/~.L: _;r tv-; st~ 0 , ::r.ere was no way you could tell i,,:e v,'8~~ 
A--:r8: ~c ~,_ ,,._~ -.-: :!-1r_ +:~-~ c':-::-, ~.1:". es ~:e 1"1a·1 on and our ski::iny lo::,k. 

· .. �~� ~;~ ~·...,_ ·:·· ' · ., ._ '- l 1 t ·,_ \.:: / 1. '"':~ric.ctn jgep ca-:ne alo-r;;r h 1r.1r ~:. r· \i- ' s ~ ,--,l~ Y°) 

t n 1 .-J ... ·->.--.·· :,. - • �:�~ �~� · ·,---.1.: ,n r~·,-·~ .7et 0 :1~ of their way , t he .:: _'_,_.., ; 4 -: s .--: s 
1 f -:- ~ -- · • �~� -,- .- : .. - ~.-:.-~ J o ·..; ···__::, -_;8. _- -.~::- c:-er.::sea .1t woul d r. 't :T ,Y-~ .• Y �~� '-->=: 

C "' .,._ :_ . ,-. .....- ~-, -:_ - ·,~ ----: .... ... { "' . -- -:::: ~-_-, c: �~� , c: '...: s s e o at us as o 1 d t he f our ;, :-:: '. · ·-:-; .,... �~� , T . • s 
r. e ~_.:;_ :; .._ ,,., r,'_>:: ' ~~ "'._' • = L_.\"°'.:")' : ;:'° ".--: ':: ·., ·.-: J was just about to sta: t. - -::·_::--,'-~ 
u r1 ~-:r -4 s :.;~ :~ . 11

: ·:~ ':' ~Y'"' ~'r~e '::~: l r~o you t}1ink you are." T'r1.e t~a~--~s ~.-~:~~: 
::> .... ": :tY: .:. '?- 1~ _7·;.--_s �~ �. �: �~�~ �~� ,,r ·1. s . ::: tl'-:o u .o:ht, "God, what did I '1 0 --·,,. ':'=\..-:-e 
tr, \ s _.,, ~..., ~-i~ ~,,.~ .-1 �- �~ �~� 1.--- 1 l:e-~ '2 :v one of our own." The Corpe>r a: .~ -~-=-2-~ 
0 11t tJ:' t i,._ ~ ~e<:>~· • . ~a-~ 0 7 ~~:r- t .-. me and said, .. vwhat the hell d i:: ·.·~- �~� 2 s.~,.r?" 
T r ~7""·~El~~~ �~ �- �~� ·:~~.~ �~�~ �~� l ·~o ,re"1 ,.1. t , Te anti said, "you America ":I ? " ----~·:2 : 
s.q ~.'l, .. -,.;'.-_0 ~- "': ~-': ~ :-.~ } J.. :,1'C'· -. .l. ~~ 1::1.ve the .zuts to cuss 1:)ac.1r to ?·> :·;·" 

? �~� t n p ":-1 t s ""~ ": t 0 Q·~ t t �~� e h -3 11 au t of the j e e p and w a 1 k int o t o ·,.- :; . 
Ee i :::Ls --: A.. 'rl : ~"." i_: s ~::; t:: c : r,;, i,Jy; tn :::h?. jeep. He drove us ta t'ne :- 2.yo r ' s 
'rolls~ a s l +_:. 'ri3.. S t ·3.',r~n OV9T by a Captain• We were given a room, n~w 
~1ot·i,--:es, s uppe~ a::d ciP-:arettes. 

No one could re-ltve the feelin~ that was going through us. I remember 
as~in ~ for ~ore a~~le fend cake. The Captain looked at me and said, 
" G.I., .vo'J. have had it, that's bread! .. 

The next nay we .,ere put up in an apartment, six to eight in each. We 
ate, slept. roa:ned th9 str~ets shouting at the people. We ran short 
of fresh me_a.t ar.d we found a cooler full of frozen meat and had no 
°¥1orry. 

We were in this apartment one day looking out of the big bay window 
that overlooked the ma1n street. This one P.o.w. went about crazy, 
he shouted there was the cornander of 2B. (Remember, the mean one.) 
We all ran into the street. He saw us and knew what we were after. 
He started to run. We caught him and his trial was fast. They decided 
to tA.'\{"e him out into the forest. As you should know, ue all had pis­
tols by now. I elected to have no part of this. The job was done as 
I was to find out later. 

A few days later, sitting in the window, I spotted the German doctor 
who tool-~ care of us in Camp 2B, who cared for me when I -was in the camp 
hosnital. I let out a .scream and we all took out for the street and 
him. We cau~ht up w1th him and boy,, was ha scared - white as a ghost. 
We, told him he had no fear from us as we · thought more· of him than our 
American doctor as he did more to- protaet us and:· heal u·s.---- __ 

We took h1m to ·our ape:rtment and lat him clean up and fed him • . · He told.: 
us he had a long way t :o go. to get home-. We got th,e capta.1n' in. charge-
of the occupational army ~nd had· h1m draft ... up a latt.ar stat1.ng t1-t 
no harm was _to come, to this mari as ht is _a -- Germa·n doctor, h1gh1y 

. ·-
·- __ ;. 

:,: . . __ - .. ,. ~. 



) 

res pe cted by 61'(\ 0 A:n~rlc9.n P.O.W. 's, He will be given all help 
?ossi~le to he:p ~irr, reach his destination. To be fed and ,o::iven 
Amertca ·'1 c~_-.sr13:t'3~, ~lo thL1 rr, etc. He is to be treated a.s -~an officer 
C .rl ~.,).-,1 41·," , h ',.:_ A, -'.c_,. -I • '.l y-, •, 1,- a-m 1-ec 0 "'""' 'n1m h d '-1 t\.-, V ' . L .. ... ;_,- . : ; , L <A.lltO. J or .ar;Srl P, .,r ," P-?. i" SOn or 
persn~ <::. ·r·(~ ·:;:: ·, s~•-1 13 •; i~1 t°' e 1:er live to see the U.S.A. It ·1rr9. s sixned 
by 8. >:)t-. '.' ~ 1.: ,c: r J'. ';.: . 's. the 2a pt:a.in and Mayor. As we gave h irn t h e 
J~t~er, .,_,_~ ~l'.)3 3.~ 8. L~ss for words. We b1~ h1m farewell. ( ~e WAS 

9.1 s 0 f ~-a,'~ • j 

1,· · ~ f ("', 1 1 n d q vJ i ~ P. --: P, 1 J ~ v- i n t he 
'r'8. Y' ~ :r • '.· ~ .:-r"· --: ~ '"\ . ..:: r ·.: ,,... i_- , s n ryi e 

hasement of the hote 1. Did "ti~ }-_s ,._~e .c.a. 

o f us end e rj up d r 1 n i:- 1 r. .er t -r.. 1..r , 0 
:: ~ --- ,,_: 8. r.:: 

t }~ ~ ~ .... ~ ~,. .. ._, -: t-' -: ~~ .-1 ·.-- - . ,··; ,- ,,_ .: ... ~ 1 y~ ~.r L. 'rti th the wtne bot~l~s. 

~ .. . . ."'r ·· ., ~ r .... 
~ ·. - . • t., 

1.,; cc: 1--.,.... - ·f ·- • .... ::, :- ~_ ·?..:-.C; :.i,-.,-1 ,: ff ·Vi ~ t .o o1r. We landen at Fra~ ce -:;,· 1 ,;··'!.:-: 

] (, !=)_ r\ I~ -l s '. : ~ ~- , :1 'I: B -, ; 3 v t: ~ c. 1
.-- e +:: t o Ame r 1 ca • The t r 1 p ho rri ~ . :~ ··- '. · ·.1_ .~ 

f I) i ~: ~ f ::• -~ :.: .. ~~ ~~ ~03~ n~ ~he ti~e. 

I i '1 ll ~-~~r~ :· f'0~.c.- P,+:, ·,; ~ -..i ~:~ in the water out of New York a:-.--1 i·i-? ·;~r~ 
s i r·, ;)' i ~. ;; ;, :. ~ c ;:J. ~ : .Y i -r, P- o -r. • '1.; r. e n 8. l l of a sud d e n , a 11 Has ca l . : . _ s :·_ ..:i 11 
r. 8"..rer ·:>,Y·.;,:":'i-. 1 t. not ·::i nolse anyHhe:re. I looked up ann w~ ,:~-r-~ cs.-_-­
s ~r~ ~~'::~ - -::-::s +:- :~~ -'1L:tif~,l s1~r.t ot1:: side of my family and Ja:-;-,e ::r,::,:H:r. , 1t 
i.:~;. s i:'::~ - 4.:~'i~ ~-~~ o f U t ~rty. ~~o cne could ge t me now. ( I was ;~0rne in 
Arr>3Tica - :~r0~.) 

Fror! ~'-~etr,; ":!·~yi,r, vie boa r-3~ci a troop train to Fort Snelliniz, Minnesota. 
r_:i'."iere u~ \: ':?:'e P'i7~n a physical and new uniforms and pa~rs for a JO 
r3ay furlou;,:-""',. I staye~ 1n St. Paul to um~lnd. I didn ·t know that my 
D8. re n t s kn e 1~ I v• a s in S t • Faul • 

I starto9n ho11e on the N . F. Passen~er Train No. 3. There were four 
(')t'l,-t~-.. G.T.'s on t1r.e train, so I wasn't lonely. I arrived at Jamestown 
anA on v~tttn~ 0ff of the th~ train, no one said hello . They saw me 
R.nn hiJ:1.0- ~~,e~r he ,js as they 1,Jent by me. I was to find out why later 
on. At u,.at very rr.oment, a !'lass was geing held for my youn,a::est brother 
who pa i'.l the snpreme sacrifice. 

I ",rent over- to my stster's house to surprise her, but she wasn't home, 
so I went over to the Tv:tdwest Garage and called my home. Mother answered 
ana told ,n·~ to stay there as my father would be there to pick me up. 
So here he carne Hi th his pal Tony DeKaria in a 1928 Chevy 4 door. 
As He ~ot out of the car, the first thing I noticed was h1s hair had 
~otten so white, but he looked young. After we got through kissing, 
etc., I sa ,n to him, "how is little Joey doinp.;?" He looked at me and 
the tears started dom1 his face. He se.1d, ."It• s so s~d-,. we lost little 
Joey." 1\ 11 joy of be inp: free and home left-.- me -• .. He~ W·as the baby-,. --.-. .;_ ·::~'!;_~ 

As I arrived home, I ,u~s treated like a hero. My Mother . was now with 
white hair and looked tired. - ·---· --···: · ·--

1.· :',:- .. -' ·~ -·. - ~ 

:we as soldiers did. s.uffe·r~ but r (fo :'bei1eva/ t-ha:.i ~fent:-s-.()f=·:.~:'1~ -sold1$r-.. · 
suffered . beyond und ersta.nd 1ng • h. W8.$ st~rt lnff t( 'ria~ _.-· 1).°re ~:<. ,. . . . 

T'hanks .Ee T·o- Godl 


