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Sexual Violence in Prisons:
Inmate Subculture and Demographics of Fear
Mackenzie Leroux
Department of Sociology, University of North Dakota

Abstract

Results

Method

Prison sexual violence is an issue that has gained
increasing attention over the past two decades. By
bringing attention to prison subculture and inmate sociodemographics, populations who are most at risk can be
identified. This study and the use of strain theory assist in
analyzing three hypotheses; of the three, significant
relationships were found in two. Further research is
needed to identify targeted inmate demographics, risk
factors, and to assess current policies and procedures, in
order to prevent greater potential harm within institutions.

AUTHORS

M. Fleisher & J. Kreinert

TIME PERIOD

April 2004 – September 2005

SAMPLE

30 high security prisons

CASE

564 inmates:
409 (Male), 155 (Female)

BIVARIATE ANALYSIS
• Indicated a significant
relationship between fear
of rape and inmates who
identified as being not
heterosexual.
(p < .027)

BIVARIATE ANALYSIS
• Indicated a highly
significant relationship
between fear of rape and
knowledge of inmate and
officer relations.
(p < .008)

MULTIVARIATE LINEAR
REGRESSION
• Supported these results.
(B = .694, p < .018)

MULTIVARIATE LINEAR
REGRESSION
• Supported these results.
(B = .121, p < .050)

FEAR OF RAPE

FEAR OF RAPE

HETEROSEXUAL

1. Fear of Rape

NOT HETEROSEXUAL

Independent Variables:
•

Sexual assault is the non-consensual act of sex that
occurs between two or more individuals; it can include
oral, vaginal, or anal penetration.

•

Sexual assault can affect individuals of any age, gender,
or race.

•

Sexual gratification, dominance, security from others,
and prejudice, are just some of the reasons that an
individual may perpetrate prison rape.

•

The Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (PREA)
developed a zero-tolerance standard for sexual assault
within correctional facilities; all relations between
inmates and staff are labeled non-consensual.

1. Sexual Orientation
2. Current Conviction
3. Officer and Inmate Sex
Prior Incarcerations
Months in the Living Unit
Race of Respondent
Sex of Respondent

H3: If there are known cases of inmateand-officer sexual relations, there will be a higher
amount of fear towards sexual assault within the
institution.

KNOWLEDGE
NO KNOWLEDGE

H2: If there is a higher amount of violent
offenders than low-risk offenders, there will be a
higher amount of fear towards sexual assault
within the institution.

Discussion
•

Prison sexual violence is a complex topic
that requires the examination of multiple
factors such as types of inmate convictions,
sexual orientation, and knowledge of
correctional officer misconduct.

•

It was determined that there is a significant
relationship between of fear of rape and
both (1) inmates who are not heterosexual,
and (2) inmates who have knowledge of
inmate and officer relations.

Control Variables:
1.
2.
3.
4.

H1: If there is a high percentage of inmates who
identified as not heterosexual prior to their
conviction, there will be more fear of sexual
assault within the institution.

There was no statistical support for:

Dependent Variables:

Background

The results provided statistical support for:

•

Further research can help innovate policies.

Implications
This study had three noteworthy limitations:
(1) the lack of accessible data
(2) the limited sample size
(3) the time in which the study was conducted.

