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The 164" INFANTRY News

Volume 3 — No. 4

December, 1966

The 1966 Reunion . .. Fargo, N. Dak.

164th Association
Elects Mandan Man

(Fargo Forum, 15 Oct. '66)

A group of men who distin-
guished themselves in fighting the
Japanese on Guadalcanal some 25
years ago, lifted the battle cry
again here Saturday when they
named a new leader.

A shouting match erupted when
backers of two candidates pushed

COL. ANTON C. BEER

for the nomination of their favor-
ite for the top post of the 164th
North Dakota National Guard In-
fantry Association.

The election came at the 17th an-
nual reunion of the 164th. The re-
union was the first in Fargo since
1959.

Outgoing President Robert W.
Moran of Williston, N. D., battled to
keep order as shouts and cheers
were heard from all corners of the
crowded VFW Club hall on Broad-
way.

Edward J. Murphy of Fargo,
pushing for the election of James
Fenelon of Minneapolis, shouted
“out of order” countless times when

The 164th Reunion at Fargo this
year was an outstanding event in
the history of the 164th Infantry
Association of the United States.
While the attendance was not as
large as it has been at some of the
former meetings, the spirit of com-
radeship of those present made up
for the lack of numbers. They came
from far and near, 15 states were
represented, many of them traveled
thousands of miles to be there for
a few days with their old Buddies.
Many of them had never seen
North Dakota before, having joined

a backer of Anton C. Beer of Man-
dan, N. D.,, gave a back-slapping
nominating speech for Beer. He
wanted equal time for a speech for
Fenelon.

Moran cut off the talk and called
for a ballot vote. The vote was
counted, and Beer won 51-27.

Fenelon was voted in as vice
president.

Beer also retains the office of
secretary-treasurer.

‘{he reunion head gathered some
240 of those who fought with the
164th by Saturday morning. Vet-
erans registered from some 15
states, including Tennessee, Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Washington, Wis-
consin, Michigan, New York, Min-
nesota, and Montana.

The three-day event continues to-
day with a smorgasbord at the
VEFW Club from 11 am. to 2 p.m,,
followed by entertainment.

Keynote speaker scheduled for a
Saturday evening banquet at the
Fraser Memorial Armory at Hector
Airport was Robert W. Keyser, an-
thropologist at Moorhead State Col-
lege and a retired Army officer.

A memorial service and business
meeting were held Saturday morn-
ing at the VFW Club. Registration
headquarters are at the Gardner
Hotel.

The 164th Infantry served in the

(Continued on page 2)

the regiment at training camps dur-
ing the war period. Harold L. Men-
aker of Forrest Hills, N. Y., said
that this was the first reunion that
he was able to attend, but said that
next year, I'll be here and am going
to bring my wife, also.

Ed Barry of San Francisco, Calif.,
said, “I sure won’t miss another re-
union.” He said that he had joined
the 164th on Bougainville.

Austin P. Reid of Daly City, Cali-
fornia, said it was the first time
that he had seen some of the old
outfit since he left them in France
in 1918.

Fred (Red) Mullens of Grand
Forks, N. Dak., was the only Span-
ish-American War Vet present. A
large number attended from all
parts of Minnesota, in fact, there
were 43 of them.

This makes me wonder why so
many of those who live close by
failed to attend. Is it because they
are too busy, can’t afford it, the
dates on which the reunion is held
or just lack of interest?

Perhaps we don’t all think alike,
but I think that it is a great oppor-
tunity to be able to attend a reun-
ion, and recall some of the good
times that we had together while in
the service, and to remember those
buddies that we have left on the
battle fields all over the world.

We have an up-to-date mailing
list of over 1,200 ex-members of the
164th Infantry, but this year we had
only a little over 300 paid up mem-
bers in the association. If you have
forgotten to send in your dues, you
can send a check now to Anton C.
Beer, 211 7th Ave. S. W., Mandan,
N. Dak.

Remember, the Reunion at Val-
ley City will be held on or near to
the 25th anniversary of the landing
on Guadalcanal, S. I. We know that
the buddies there are already mak-
ing plans for it.
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