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Banglattesh is celebrating i,* *oro*,rf*1ll1"tofin,t.o"r,r.nce in 2021. This sourh
Asi*n countly has been stnrggling fcn ensuring equitable, compulsory. ancl free
primary educatiun since the Sritish perir:d. The main objective of this paper is to
explore the progress and consfaints of prjurary edueation in Eanglaciesh 1'or tfue

perir:d ol- 19-l I ro 2020. This srudy was conducted following the
documenlary researeh method. The secondary data was eollecterl from different
personal antl oll'ieial documorls. Following the data-driven thcnratic analysis, it is
lound that thc nur:rtrcr of schoals, $tudents. and teachers wers expressively
incre*sed in the last 50 years in Sangladesh" Girls' accsss increasetl morc than
2$%, 'and' the ratio of female leachers boostetl 58,2Va in prir:rary schools.
Moreovcr. ll"te t:nlollment rillr3 amplified more than ;157c. where the dropout rale
drastically decreased by 617., tionr 1976 to 2020. The education policies had
sclme good suggestiotts fbr ensuring the progresx of primary sducation. However,
snme of the recomn:endations have not been irnpicrlented yet. This srudy
introducts a progress evaluation franrework f'or analyzing the educational progress
of developing eauntries in Asi;r and Atj-ica.

Kcywords: Prinrary Education, Policy, Progress, Bangladesh. Development

Background of the study

Bangladesh, a South Asian couutly, achieved independence through massive
bloodshsd fl'olt Pakistan in 1971. It has a Iong history pf discrimination in prirnary
educatiott fl'onr the British to the Pirkistan period" During the Britirh periocl (17S7-1947.1.

Barrgla (traw Bangladesh) was lagging behind the region of the British En:peror, where the
first steps torvards univ*rsal prirnary education took place by accepting the Bengfil prinrary
edr"rcation act 1930 (Mizan & Rahmar:.2014). Sin:ilarly. in the Pakistan period (1S,47-
197 I), Ilast Pakistan (now Banglarlesh) facrd regional discrirnination towarels prirnary
educatian. A,s Asadulialr (2010) stafed that "tlle total number of primary schools in East
Pakistan declined, leading to overcror*r'ding of existing schools and classroorr:s" (p. l).

Cun'ently, Banglaclesh is tbllowing the colonial education systenr (Mizan & Rahman,
2014) as a legaey of the British colnnv. Mainly, three strealrs of education are prim*ry,
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secondu'y, and terriary education. Primrry education lus been treated as hasic er.hlcalion in

Banglarlesh since its birth as a provision of constitution iirlicle-l7. It is mentiLrrred;rs

equilable, free, and compulsory for all school-aged children (The Constitution of the

Feop[r's Republic of Bangladesh. 197?). It has flve years of education cycle wrth filleen

types of schocls {Directorate of Prin:aly Educatiou, l0 l9). The Ministry of Primary and

Mass Educaticn (MoPME) played a leading role in managing priurary educrtion. However.

the Ministry of &lueation (MoE) worked as ii key stakeholder fbr formulitting and takir:g

new edueation policy.

During the lasl 50 years. severa[ education policies have beerr iaken lo refbrm ihe

education systen! in Bangladesh. In I972. the first educatiou ccmn:ission was introduced,

entitled "tsangladesh Education Commission", hc'aded by Dr Quadrat-l-Khuda. He and his

tean.r submitted thr: final reporl in 1974. After: four years of the first education commission,

a new education policy was formed rvith the hrlp ul'the Nrtional Education Adr,isory

Clommittee in 1978 entitled "Interim Educalion Policy". ln t981, another education

commission was fortned nan'led "Education Policy aud M*tragetnent Cournrissiou" headed

b)'Dr Majid Khan {Islarn,2003}. The third education conrn:jssiori rvas tirrnred in 1988

callerl the "Bangladesh National EdLrcation Comurission". leel try Dr Maf iz,uddin Ahnred. In

1997. the Covernrnent of Bangladesh constituted a 56-a:enrbers educ;rtion com:nission

headed by Dr M Sl"ramsul Hique. the f'ourth edncation con:n:ission in Banglaclesh. Tl"ren a

six-mernher committee headsd by Dr Naz.rul Islan: r,r,as lonned in 1997. ancl they subrnitted

a repofi in 2000 entitlcd "lr,lational Educatiun Policy-2000'. Anothcr eelucation conunissiou

rvas introduced to idcntify immediate inrplemeniahle rclbrms ol'the educalion sector in
20{11 headed by Dr M. Abdul Bari tlslam. 20[]3), known as thc Bari cLrrn:nission. tn 2IX]-1,

a new education eot:rmission entitled "National Eilucation Cor:mission" prs initiateiJ. Thr:

head ol- that Commission was Dr Mohammad Moniruzzan:ln Miah. He anri his teant

submitted a report i* 2004. Finally. the prcscnt cducalion policy was trkcn in 2010 errtitlcd
"National Ectucation Policy-2010", lhough the cararnittee was formuliitr:d in 2fi09 headerl

by Dr Kabir Choweihury, Now Bangladesh Education Policy-20l0 is the lirst t-:ducation

policy ever to work far teu or rnore years colltinuously. ln the iast 5i) years. right morr:

education policies were prcpai"ed, where as these polir:ics remainert unimplementrd
(Ministry olEducation,2010). Due to adopting dillercnt policics in the last livc rircad*s,

the prirnary education tf Bang.ladesh has not been able to ret il holistic chilil developnrent

approach rvith traeking its progress and probhms.

The rationale of the study

As Nelsol Maneiela saicl- 'Education is the most por,r,erf'ul !vcap{}n to clrange society'.
Education htlps inctearie gross dornestic prnduct (CDP), life expecfancy arrd reduce

povefiy, e;rly man'iage, mortality, anct nrorl'ridity rates" Accorclirrg lo Reddy & Rao i2001).
"eclucalion is ciirectly ;rssociated r.r,ith the gross rJonrestic proiiuct. indirectly with poverl-v,

pupulalrrrn glorrtlr. itealtlr rttd crirue ratc" (p.12-12) lt4ainir. prirrrary edrrcatiorr plaved a

key role in iruilding an illiteracy-free courrtry and active citizen f'or society. In the last 50
years, Bangladesh has passer.l throrlgh corisistent inrtabilities in pr,rlitics und edLtcational

developtnent. In ?0? I , I3arrgladesh is celebratrng its golden .jubilee of iudeprndence fronr
Pakistan. During this period, this prper wili creare iln opporlurlitl fr.r ptrliclrrrukerr,
researchers, and acaricuics to review the progrcss and prr:blem ol prinrary education,

which lvill help them tL: rethink llture e.tlur-:atiou.

This is lhe first nttfnlpt in Barrgladesh {tr revierv primary edrrcation fhr the [orrr: periutl

of 197 I to ?020 systernaticitlly'. As pel sustainable derreloprnenl gorls {SDCs}, Barrgladesh

nlust eriiure quality prin:ary education tor a1l within 2030. This papel alsc helps the
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MoPME and policymakers 1o identii'y the appropriirte lvork ways to achieve 5DG4.

Mureover. this paper will introduce a progre$s andysis framework (PAF) for rneasuring the

growth of educ;rtion lollowing sorne evidence. implications, and messflges for
policynrakers, researchers, and acadernics in Barrgladesh arrd firl Less Developed Cnuntrie:

ItDCs) *l Der,eloping Couutfies.

Theoretical framework

The progress of edLrealior was analyzecl in r"nulfiple wuys in der,eloped irnd cler,eloping

countries. Several str.rdies were coneluctecl ;u'our"rd the wt"lrld. Fir:stly, a stucly was conducted

in the USA for mrasurir-q the national pmgress in eciucation by lonking at the changes il
data over tirne- like lhe nunih*r of schools. enrollrnerrt rale" schoal attendance, pupil

teachers ratios, student iissesslnent. solrrce of reveuues f'or schnols, and expenditurf$ per

pupil {Snyder. I 991). Secr:ndly, a study rvas conducted rn India for evaluating the progress

and consfraints of prinrary education thraugh analyzing the trends of literacy rate (urbalr-

rural disparity arrd gendel.social disparityi. access to primary education {density of primary
schools rnd enrollnrrnts vis-a-vis drop*uts), expenditure on education (total expenditure,
share of primary educrtion in the budget, and experrditure pcr student), policy initiatives
and iurplicatiotts {R.erLly & Rao, 2001}. Thirdly, another study lr,as ci-rnducted in Chan* tbr
rssessing the educalional progress and clullen*ees oL 50 years which tried to analyze the

visiou ol tclucation :r{ thf timt: of irrdependence iis a begirning rtage. analyze thi: changes

thloLtghoLtt the ltle t960s to thc mid-l9ti()s as a shifting s{age anri analyze the lat* ?{X}{)

initiatives as rclbrming stirge cl'eeiucatir-rrr in Chana (Akyeampong, 2*l{i).

Al'Ler revierving thtse indicators. lhr ar.rttror developed an nnalysis fran:ework tn
irniilyze thu progress ancl proble nrs ol'prinrary education in Eanglarlesh. Three ma.for areas

are 'polir:y direction' fiol:r the ir:depcrdcrrcc, 'flnancial allocation' lbr smooth
irrrplcrnentation, arrd 'nuntcric progress' ovcr lhs period. These major arcas have bqen

analyzed thrrugh differ-ent indicators nten{iored be low the iigure- l.

Figure 8: Progress Analysis Framcn,ork (Developed by rrr"rthor)
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Objectives of the study

The main objeetive of this paper is to explore thc periodical progress

andcanstraintsof prirnary education ir:r Bangladesh for the period 1971 ta 20?0. The

speeittc objectives af this paper are:

a) to explore the palicy dir:ection t-eir ensuring free. equitable. alrd conipulsory'

primary education in Bangladesh fbr the period l97l to 1010.

b) to atralyze the trends of llnarrcial allocation tbl priruury educ*tion of the last fivr
decades in Bangladesh.

c) to identify the Rurneric development nl primary education in the last 50 years in

Banglatlesh,

Methodology

This study wrs conducterJ frrllowing the principles of the docurnentary research

tnethod. Acctrding to Scott & Marshnll {2015}, documentary research nuinly uses

personnl and ulllci*l docufienl.s as materiirls. It may eumprile seconduy sources like
nsw$papers. cliariss. $tamps. directorie s, handbills, maps. govsrnrn0nt stxtisticrl
publicatirrrs, phr:tographs. paintings, gramophone records, lapr:s, and contpul*r files.

The policy-related tlata was colfucted fiom diffurert 1aws, eclucation policies/

con:missions like- thc Constitution of thc Peopies' Republic of Bangiadesh, Balgladesh

Ed*crlion Commission rpport 1974 (BEC?4). lnterim Education Policy report 1978

(tEP78l. flducatiun Policy and Management Comn:ission reporl 19tt3 {EPI\,{C83),
Bangladesh l{ntional Education Crmmission report 1988 i8EC88}, Nationrl Educntion

Poliey-i997 (NEP97I, National Education Folicy-?000 (NEP?000), Eclucatior"r

Commission report 2001 (EC0l), Natiorral Education Comrliusiolr report 2004 {NECOrl).
and the National Education Policy-2010 {NIIPI0). The Cr:mpulsory Primary Hducation

Law-I990 and nther related larvs have been analyz"ed thernatically to rrreet the research

objecti ves.

Besidcs, the l'inancial *llocntion was aniilyzed based. on thc burlgetru:y distribution of
the last 50 years. These data were collected fiom the Ministry rrf Finance iMoF).
Moreover- the nutnerical progress of prirnary educatian was analyzed Lrased on slafistieal

repslts trf the Bangladesh Sureilu of Educltional Information and Statistics iBANRI:lS;
published from 1970-?l to 2010. Besides, sonre data were collected frr:n: the World Bank

Data Centtr, UI{ESCO Data Center. Ministry of Primary and Mass Education" and the

Ministry of Education.

Finally. the collected data were verified fl*m differenl sources and analyzed to tnllow
fhe data-drirren tlreuratic ;pproach sugge sterl by Braun and Clarte (2CI061.

Result

The finclings af thjs pap€r ale presented thernatii":ally. maintaining the recluence of
research objectives. Firstly, the policy direciians ior ensuring li'ee, equitabrle, and

compulsory primzu'y educatir:n in Banglade:ih fi"orn i9?t to 20?0 related significmt
findings will be presented under sub-thernes. Secondly, the i:udgetary alloeatiqrn ol tlie. last

flve decades will be illirstratetl based on the second ol,jectives of this paper. And tinally,
the nunrerical progress of prirnzu'y edueatiun in Sangiadesh will r-eveal thenratically fl'onr

1971 to ?020" Mainty" the periodical progress anri constraintsof prinuu'y educaiiorr ir.l

Bangladesh will be explored haseei on the ptogress anaiysis framervork (figure: l)"
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?olicy Direetiott

After inrlependenee llom Pakistan irr 1971. Bangladesh started its long-awaited
journey under the leaderslrip r:l' Sheikh Mujibur Rrhman, and he introduced a new

constitulior in 1972. That constritution sel a guideline for education lhat reflected later for
lbrmulrrting etlucalion policies. In the lasl -50 yeirrs of Bangladesh. all education policier
identiiled air"ns and olrjectives. education structure. the basic component of curriculum and

textbooks, ussessrnsnt strategies, teaclrers' recruitment procssri, and professional

devclopment guidelines lbr primuy education.

Constitutional Guidrline

In I97?, the Corrstitution oflthe People's R"epublic of Bangladesh identified fi'ee and

compulsory education as fundamental principles ol state policy. This policy illustrated that

"the state shall adopt efrertive rreasnres for -estalrlishing a uniform, mass-oriented and

universal systenr of education and extending fi'ee and conrpulsory education to all children

to suelr stags as may be determined by law" (Constitution of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh. 1912, p.$). As per the guideline of the constitution, the Bangladesh Education

Conrnissiou-1974 (BEC74), L:trrim Education Policy i978 {IEP78) and Bangladesh

National Education Commissiun-1988 {B}JEC88) gave suggestions to ensure compulsory

priinary education, However, it rlid not implemen{ before establishing a law in 1990 called
"Compulsory Primary Education Law-i990". The President of Bangladesh signed this 1aw

rin 13il'February 1990. In 1992 it was implemented as a pilot basis. and finally. in 1993.

thirt Iaw was eflr:ctively executed uround the counry.

Aims and Objectiles

The aims and objectir,er of primary educatiort depend on the overall aims and

objective; of educution. Sinrilarly. education's overall aims and objectives depend on the

't'undar:rental principle of state policy. In the llst five decades, seven education palicies
were lormulatcd by the diifurent goycrnments at differenl regimes. These policies gaye

impurtlnce to cleveinping the chikl physic"rlly, rnentally. socially. spiritually. morally,
humanely" and ireslhetically and tn inspire hirn/her to rlream of t better lil'e. However. thc

basic dillbrence of aims and tbjectives r:f these policies was in I point that was

"funrtamental principlc of ths state policy". ln 1972, the Constitution rrf Bangladesh

identified 'secularism'as one of the tbur fundamental principles of state policy, But after

lht; lll'th amenqlment in 1979, a lrrajor change oecurred in the fundar-nental principle of the

statc policy of constitution that was 'secnlarism' replaced with "absolutr tlusl anrl taith in

the aln:ighty Allah'. Thongh in 201 1 . thc fitlecnth amendment reestablished 'secularism' in

the constituticn.

Struclure ofEdur*tion

Xa dift'erent ertusation policies tried to identify the duratiun of prinrary educaticn either

five years or eight years. The EEC74, BNEC88, the l!{ational Education Fnlicy 1997

{NEP97), National Education Policy 2000 {NEP?000}. and NationalEd*cation Policy 2010

{NEPl0i recr:ntmended for eight liears of primary education whereas ihe IEP78 and

National Education Conrmissian-2003 {NEC03) recomnrended fol five years of primary

schooling, Ncw Eangladesh is prrcti{ilrg five yeirs of primary schor:ling while the NEPI0
$talrd that

""... the duration of prima:y eciucation rn'iil be extencled f::om Class V {o
Class VIII" This 8-,vear iong primary education will be ensured for all
children of the count:}i^ regardless of gender. socio-economic conditions"
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and ethnicity by 2018 through the inrplemefltatiorl ol appropriarc

methods" {Ministry of Educatian, 20t0. p. }3}.

In {he last 50 yeiux. Bangl*desh co*ld not move fium live years *1'primary schooling

to eight years"

Curriculum and Textbooks

ln the last 50 years, all of these education policies emphasise moderrr. scientii-ic, lite-
skill-based, anti pre-vocational oriented prilrary education fbl the t'uture generation. Fron:

I97 I to 20?0" the curriculum and textbooks did not preprre as per su-qgestions nf poticies.

All of these education 6x-rlicies are ercou!-aged to teach the children in the mother tongue
'llmtglri" Besides, 'Englislt' was identified as a second language that has to Lre leanred

fiom grade six (Ministry of Educttion, 1974 and 1988 j. grade tlrlee (Ministry of Educ*tion,
1997 and 2000), and grade one (Ministry of Education, 2CI03 and 2010). Nr:w 'flrrg/r.rlr ' is ir

compulsory subject at the primary level in Banglaclesh from grade one.

There was another debate about faith-basecJ sducation at thc primuy level. It has i:

close relationship with the aims and objectir,es of primary education and the fundar":':errtai

principle of state policy. In different policies. taith-based education is acknowledged as an

optional subjecr for the primary level (Mini;try of EdLrcation. 1974}. It could be

compulsory from grade three {Minis(ry of Education, 1997 anct ?000) recomnrended by
difJerent commissions. Besides. the NEC03 identified religious education as compulsorl
from grade two. whereas some policies recognizeel that tai{h-based sdrrcation should be

eompulsory from grade one (Ministry ol Educ*tion. 1978, 1988, md 20101. A11 seven

education policies/comalissions rect;mmendetl that Btngla, Mathematics. Social
Enviromnent, and Science should have realed as trasic subjects for the sludent$ of primary
level in Bangladesh.

AssessmeRt

Both formative anel summative exams were prioritised in ali education policies/
comnrissions. They mostly lecommended a paper-pencil test from gtades one to five lor
compulscry subjects and oral tests for other elective subjects. All af the education policiesl
cotr:nrissions had a suggestion to take 'primary education cor"npleting exanrination {PECE)'
eifhsr centrally or locally. For exanrple, a commission stated that a school-based

examination should be kken thraugh district-bascd questions at the end ol grades flve and

eight. Studenls shoultl be iilentified for * rnerit-based scholarship {Ministry of Education.
1974)- Similarly. another policy tolel that "aitcr completion of primary edueation. a final
examination should be arangecl under a separate prin'rary education board ud the

certificate should l-re issued tor students" (Minisny of Education, ,978. ;:.?2). The latest

edr.rcation policy was also sinrilarly recommended f'or PECE ar.id 5tilted that at the end of
grade five. the Education lloards would take a ternrinal examination at I-lpazila/
Pour*shaval Thana levels (of big eities) with an identical set of questiuns (Ministry of
Educatior, 2010).

Teachers Rerruitment

Teachers' supply is an impofiant issuc for ensnring quntity education. A commission
stated

"...if the highest qualitieil persons irespective of'rrrnlc or tbmale are not
selected at aH levels ol feaching nnd if rociety fails ro recognize the

impoltant role played by teachers in our nalinnal lit-e, no education
ref'on:r is ever likely to succeed" (Ministry of Edr:cation. 1974. p.l721.



Primafi Edue*tion Journttl 29

So. tl-re stanrlard r:f erlucation partially depends on the standard of teachers. In the

last 50 yearsi ever] education policy recommended meritorious and highly skilled teachers

for primary schools. AII the policies suggested increasing the number of female teachers at

the prirnary level. and it was correctly implemented. Data showed that the percentage of
female teachers increased by 48.2,,6 in the last 50 years. Besides, a policy direction was to

establish a separate teacher selection conrmission sirnilar to the public service commission

for selecting teachers at the prirnary level (Ministry of Education, 2010), while it was not

implemented yet.

Prcfessional Development

A1l education policies ernphasize ensuring teachcrs' professional development after

getting an lppointment ils a youns leacher at the goverilment primary schools. For

ex:rmple, a policy revcalcd, "ir-nmediately allrr their recruitment, primary teachers will
undergo 2- morrlhs' fi:undation tr*iting" (Ministry of Education, 2010, p.65).

Mainly. Pfirnary Teachers Training Institute (PTI) worked for providing ,Ieachers

prolessirrnal cievelopmenl relaled training as either Cenilicate in Education (C-in-Ed) or

Diplorna in Primary Education (DPEd). For cxample, a commission recommended

upgrading PTIs as collcges and chimging their curriculum by improving one-year-long

courses to two years {Ministry oI Education, 1974). Sirnilarly, the recent policy wanted to

improve the existing teacher educalion progrrlm antl recomrnended

",..the existing prirnary teachers training progralr is known as C- in- Ed

will be rcvised and the duration of the new programs will be one year and

a hulf instelel of one. Modern strrtegies erf teaching-learning and

evaluation ,.vi1l be incorporaled" (Ministry of Education" 2010, p.65).

Norv 67 PTIs have ber:n providing one and a h;tlf year-long (96 credit hours) DPEd

program fbr primary schoi-rl teachers since ?012. This training modality is in-service

through a policy recommerrded that it be pre-service (Ministry of Education,2m3),

Finaneial Alloeatiotr

Alier starting a new joumey in 1972. Biingl*clesh has prioritised the education sector

lbr adclressing ecl*cnlion in the conslitntiun, introrlucing a new education commission, and

all:cating f .87c o.f the tatill budget in the prirnary educirtion sector. Every education policy

identiiiecl the ilnancial issuss anrl recomn:cnded *llocating live to seven percent of total

national income in the education sector and to spe*d 6O?c of the €otal education budgetfor
primirry educ*tion.

For exa::rple. the first r"'ducntion comnrission recommended to share 5Va of the total

national incomr in the educatio* sector and to spend 60% of its' on primary education

{Ministry of Education. 1974)" Besides, fhe oiher education policies recommended sharing

lVc of the t*tal national incon.le in the educrtion sector (Ministry of Education, I978 and

?0 I 0).

Budgetary allocalion in 50 years

For inrplementing edueation policies in the last 50 years. Bangladesh allocated a

nrinirnum arrroulr[ of money that was not rnore than 3E/r, of CDP. Data shows that it was less

thiir I% of totiil GDP in the 90s tlrough it reached neuly 27o in 2018 (UlS Statistics,

2{}20)" The table-1 shows thc overall financial allocation in primary education sectors from

1972 to 20t0.
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Table 2: Finanrial allocation in the sectcr in the last 50

(Sources: Budget ol'FY 1972-73. 1980-81. 1990-91,1000-2001.:010-11 & 2021-22)

At the beginning al'the trirth of Bangladesh. in the Fiscal Year (FY) I9?2-72, a

totrrl of 223 nillion BDT was allacaed in prinrary eriucation. ln 19110-1Jl FY, l17ti.9
nrilliou BDT was distritruted in the primiiry education rcctor. relching 7295.2 million BDT
in 1990-91 FY. ?he amounl o1'bucl,qet in the primary education ssctor was dranratic*lly

incrrased in the FY ?0m-2001ithe amount was 2754U million BilT. This alk:cation was

increased nearly three times liom FY 2000-01 to FY 2010-11, A tutal ol St]620 r:i,i,llior

BDT was alloca{ed for prtrnary educaticn in FY 2010-11. Finalty" ir FY 3020-21, a tr:tal ol'

249400 rnilliou BDT was al|-rcated in the prinr:ry eclucittion sector that wns three times

morc than FY 2010-l I and 1 1 l8.J tir"nes more than the budget al FY 1972-73.

Trends cf revenue vs development portion

The trends ol revenue vs dcvelopment budgel wt:re increased gradually ovi:r the

period. The lable:1 shows thrt most of the budget alloc*tion goes to thr: revenue sec{or than

the development sector. Mainly, the revsnue budget spunds as operating cost, whereas the

devclopment budget gors to infi'*structure devrlopmefil. The allocatiar trerrds in the

reyrnur sector wero 8l.67c in FY 1973-73 and 79.7a/c in FY 191t0-liI. At the samc tinre. it
was slightly reducecl (73.8%) ir: FY 199*-91. The allocation between revenur und

development budget was filly-fifiy in FY 2000-200I t!:ough the rer,enup was moderately

increased by $4.27o in FY 2010- I I aad 62.J7c in FY 2030-l L

Trends of allocation iu prim*ry education

The t:ends of allt:cation in the prinrary edur:ation sector show in Table:l thaf in IrY
1972-73. the proportion of primary educaticn was 2.87tr of the total l-rudget, whereas it
stightly increased by 2.95c ir: the br.rdget of FY 1980-81, The;rllocation was gradually

increased and reaclred 5"07c in FY 1990-pl anti 7.1% in the FY 2000-3001 buciget.

Besides, the proportinn of the prinury educatian budget slightly clecreased in FY ?010-11

that was 6.lr/a af the total hudget. Currently. il the budget of FY 1020-21, the alloeation ol
prirrary education was 4.4% ol the total butlget whieh indicates that was the leirst

allocatir:rn of the hst tbLrr decades.

Trend.s af per-student expenditure

Data shows (table:l) that per-studer:t yearly cost graduully irnproved tbr the period

1971 to 2020. ln FY 1972-71, a total of 44 BDT had been spent in il year for a studart
while it was 143 BDT in FY 1980-8t and 6ll BDT in FY 1990-9[. Tlre amount of r.rroney

clossed one thousand and ilve hundred BDT in FY 2i100-2001 t'or a student in a year and

reached 4 thousand in FY 20li)-l l. However, expenditure per student in a yeiu'intensely

rmched I? thousand in FY ?020-21 . which is the highest per-slucie rrt expenditure aver the

period.

Expelditure

{ In Mil lion llunsludeslt Tcku I t}DT') I
Yr 0f

allccation in
primary

education

Per Student

Expenditure

$n BDT)
FY

Reyenue Devetapmrnt Total

1972-73 181.9 4l. t 2?3.0 7.&Vr 44

I 980-8 I 939.9 239.0 1178.4 2.9c/a l4?
1990-91 5385.0 19tn.2 7295"2 -5.07r, 611

?000-01 13700"0 t3540.0 77540.0 7.16/* 1 559

?010-1 I 48550.S 32070.0 8f]620.0 6.1ch 4769

2020-21 155360.r1 9404fi.fl 249400.0 4.+ci, 12394
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N*meric Pr*grtss

The last 50 years \vere a rising moment lbr Bangladesh in the education sector and
othtr sectors. Economically, Bangladesh was recognizcd as an 'Emergiug Asian Tiger" due
to rapid growth where the workers played a key role. The t-able-2 shows thal in 1970, the

tolal population was 64.2 rnillion though now it is 164 million. The growth of the
popuhtion in the last iifty yearu rvas 156.77a which was driven to Lroost the numeric
progre$s ol education in Bangladelh. The table Lrelow prsseilts the sceruio of primary
education in terms of numbers,

Tahle 3: Population distrihutian in the last 50 years

{S<lurce: Sy'orldomeler, W*rl<i Populatii:n Frospects 20 I g)

After irrdependence in I9?1. Bangladesh nunrerically conflrmed the progress ilr
difl'erent areas including the number of edlrcatiqniil institutions, students, teachers. the
proporliott of giils" student and fbrnale teachers. enrollment rates. and dropaut rates.

Behind this significant progress. tlre policy dircctions and llnansial allocations worked as a
tonic for primary edueation in Bangladesh.

Tatrle 4: Progrcss of primary education in 50 years

{Source: BAhlBtrlS. lgS;tr: BANBEIS, I981: BANBEIS. 1990; BANBEIS, 2000;
BANBEIS" 2010; BANBEIS, 2020; World Bunk Data Cenrer, 1020; UNESCO Data
Center,20?0, Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, 2010; and Ministry of Education,
2014t *Ornpout rate in 1976)

Numtrer of Sehools

The number of primary schools had increased gradually from lg7l to 20:0. Dara
shows that there were nearly 29 thousand schools in 197 l, these numbers reached argund

Year
Populatir:n
(Miltion)

Age

gr'oup

t0-.1)

'i:f()up

{4-6)

Age

gfoup
(6-l i )

Age

group
(l;-rn

Age group
( l8+

Median Age

I 970 64.2 18.3 q.5 16.5 r4.4 49.4 17.8

l9$i.) 79.S | 7.4 9.? r6.7 r6.6 48.4 17.4

199t1 101.3 15.;+ 8.S 16.4 16.? -51.3 t [{.6

2000 t2'1.7 t:.8 7.5 i4.6 r6.0 56.3 I1.0

2010 14"1.6 1CI.4 6.4 t-1.0 r4.7 frl.8 ?4.0

2030 164.7 8.7
(f

r i).8 r3.r 67.6 2"7.{'t

Year Schrrt:rls $tudents
Ratio ol

Cirls
Teachers

Ftrrrulr

Teachers

Teaclrer

Studenl

Ratio

f,nrnllm
eut Rate

Dropout

RaIe

lqTl :8"731 i0,sil.0{}-1 31.8 1,:7,175 'l .:l
t :;i3 {l r1 78.9i'

lgl,t I 40,9:6 81,ri5.801 40.1 1..{.),rJ0r} 7.6 l:55 67.1 61.:

l 9$0 .t5.e i 7 r. r9,19.941) 4-+.t{ r,89.508 I9.4 l:61 8-1.t{ 60-il

200$ ?8,tlr4 1.76,67,98,5 48.9 l.{)8.!"17 xl.0 l:57 ft4.0 4ri.l

:0 L0 ii1.67'1 1.69.{),1,546 50.i 1.80,$5? 45.6 l:.lrl s4.8 l!.8

20?t) t.t9.:58 t.01,21"i37 5l.l 7.1 1.801 60.4 l:l!l 97.1 11.9
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4l thousand in 1981. ?he number of schools increastd slightly from 1981 tol990 that was

*round 46 thousand. ln 2000, 78 thousrnd prirnary schoais were operaling while this

number reached rnore than 82 thousand in 20I0. [n tlre last decades. neirly fifry thousand

schools were included in the total list of prirnary schools. I'{ow in Bangladesh, nrore than

l?9 thousand primary schools are functioning at the primary level of which 75 thousand

schaols are lnanaged by the MoPME (Ministry ol Pr:irnruy and Mass Educatian. 2019).

Number cf Students

At the time of indepeldence in 1971. more than five million students wete studying at

the primary schools whereas it increased by three rnillion aftfl: ten years in 1981. In 1990.

near-ly l2 million students were at thc primary level ilnd:hix number reachcd 17.6 rnillion

in ?t)00. Although, rhe numtrer of students slighlly decr*ased in 2010 from 2000. irrounrl 17

ndllion srutlenrs were at prirnary schools. In 2020. n total of 20.1 millii:n students are

studying at primary schools in Bangla<lesh, which is four times larg*r than the number of

students in 1971.

Pcrcentage nf Girls

The table-3 above shows that gender disparity was one of the problems in 197 I due

to the poor proportion (3 1.8%) of girls at prinrary schr:ols. This scenario starttd to be

changed in 198l. the ratio af girls reached 10.3efi at primaty schor:ls. The proportion of

girls at the primary level was gradutlly increased by 44.8% in 1990.48.9% in ?000. and

5{}.5?n i1 ?010. In 2030, nrore than half (5l.la/r,} *f th* shrdents of prinrary schor:ls are

girls.

Numher nf Teaehers

The nurnber of teachers was increased simultaner:usly with the number of sehools l'or

the last 50 years. ln 1971, more than I17 lhausand t*achers wolked lt primiuy schoirls,

which reached around 309 thouraud in 200t1. Recently irr 202{), more thln 722 thouslud

teachcrs have bercn working at prirnary schools in Sangtadesh.

Proportion of Female Teachers

The tiible-3 above shows that the proportion of itmale leachers were signifieantly

increased from t97l to 2010. ln 197 1, the proportion of {r:male teirchrrs was f.2olr which

nrarginally incrcased {'7.6Ve} in 19til. The number o{ female teachurs was grtdutlly

ir:creased and thr: ratio of fernale teochtrs wrs 19,4% iu 1990 that reachcd 30.0?; in 20tXl.

M*itly, the proportion of ftmale teachcrs was highly inrproved in the last tr.vo di:cades ltrat

was 45.6% in 2010 and norv it is 60.4% in 2t)20,

Teacher-Students Rati*

Data (table-3 ) shows the teacher-student ratio of the last 50 years. [u 197 I , the teacher-

ltudents ratio was l:;13 which also increased to l:55 in 1981. In the 90s, this ratio reached

at least point { t;63i. The situation ol the teacher-student rati.o was gradually iniptoved afler

the 90s. In 2000, it u,.as l:57 rnd in 20t0 this utio was l:4;1. The teacher-student ratio is

l;28 in ?0?0. which improved at"ound 65d/,r in the last 50 years.

Enrolment Rate

Ol,er thc last five dectdes. Bangladesh lhced numerous challengrs {o increasc the

enlnlment rate. Data shows tha{ nearly hrrll' ol' the cltildren werc i:ut ol' schiiol in 1971. One

af thr rnain challenges t-or a newly indrpendent country was to intprove the entalment rate

at the pilmary level. In 197 l, thr enrolrnent rate was 5J.07.,, reaching 67.7€/t: in l98l and

83.8?n in 1990. After having taken a law on corrpulsory primaly ed*cation in 1993. this

rtrte was exteilded 84.0?,: in ?000 and consideratrly reached 94.8Y,r in ?0 10. Now lhe
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enrolmenl rate in Brngladesh is 9?.3% which signilic*ntly increased by 457, frorn 1971 to

2030.

Dropout Rale

The dtopout rilte wirs cne of the maior challenges ol prinrary education ir Bangladesh

for the last five decadet. The elropout rate was 78.9fr in 1976 which steadily decreased

over the pedod" This rate was 6?.7%, in l98l . 6O.Oc/c in 1990, 48.3% in ?000 and 39.8% in

20 l0 respectively. Mairrly, the dropout rate was consideratrly reducetl lrom 2010 to ?070

rvhich reached only 17.9% in 2010.

Irnplications

This study has different implir:ations firr the researchers. pt:licyrnakers. and ircatlernics

not only in Ban-gladesh but also in LDCs and other developing countdes in Asia and

Afric*.

Implieation tar further resesrch

Bangladesh showcd enomtous progress in the quantitative dr:velopmert of eiJucation

iri the }asl five decades after inilependence in 1971. In the last 50 yeLrrs, the number of

schools increasrd by 349,9'lr. the nun:her of students also increased ?95"3%, and the

number of teachers significantly increased by 515.5%. Besides, lhe proportion of girls

incrcaserd by more than f07r,, and the ratio of f'emale teachers boosted by 58.2{e,. Moreover.

the enrollment rate anrplified mcte than 457,r. where the dropout rate signifieantly

decreased to 61?,r over the period. The resu=arehers explored the ca*ses of such kind of vast

developrnerrt irr the prirnary eclucrtion sectol irt B*nglaclesh. Especially, they ulso expL,:red

how Bangladesh could make such huge progress in terms of the nurntrer of schools,

teachers, students, enrollment rate, and decreasing rlropont rate rlespite having 250 years'

history rrf past cliscrimin*tian.

It is expected that shor"tly. it will be possible to replicate this :tudy in slther

developing eountries or the LDCs for n:earuring tlreir progress in primary education" The

prrgress analysis ii:rrnework wiII help them irlentify tht indicaturs or acld .rdditional

vuriables to irnalyze their pm*rress. Erordly, the internrtional donor *gencies and

development organizations muy take initiatives to anllyze lhe educational progress of

multi-countries with simillr socio-eccnornic corrditions like Bangladesh based cn this

anatysis tr-al'nework.

I mplic ati a n {o r p ati cy makt rs

Bangladeslr took uine education policirs lcanrmissions in the last 50 years though no

one could be implenrented properly eKcept the recent one taken in 2010. ln all the policies.

there were sorre goud strggestions for ensurirg progress arrd quality of prirr:ary educatiott.

Some of the recommendations have not been implemented yet like eight years of prirlary

education cye le, learning-fi'iend!y assessntent policy" indepe nder:rt {eacher selection

authority (like pubtic service commission), primary teachers' training college. pre-service

teacher education pragr&m, recruitment of motivated and meritorious teachers. allocate

lnore tharr 5rl: of CDP anel distribute more tharr 60o,4, of the total edueation budget in the

primary sector. Tl'lis study helps the policymrkers to take the necessary steps to nriti-uate

the issues mentir:ned above.

Bangladesh tried to focus rnr:re on quality education in the last few years as mentioned

in goal no frrur of the SLrstainable Development SDGs). This study explored the

quitntitative progress of the last five decades where the quality issues wele ignored in any

way. Hence, this study present$ an overall picture of primary education of Bangladesh to
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the policymakers that will guide them 1o take required policies, initiatives, lrtld measures

firr ensuring quality

Implication acsdemfus
*Progress 

and problems of the primary education in Bangladeslr' is a buming issue for

policy studies, iilternational and comparative education studies, the tbundation of education

studies, and documentary rcsearch areas. The academics may use these study tindings to

describe how a lers developed country showed mrssive progress in primary education with

more than 20 million students in the classroom. It is an exceilent example for LDCs and

developing countries of Asia and Atiica to compare the progress and prr:blerns in terms of
quantity. Besides, this paper wili also help the students who want to work in education

sectors in the LDCs and developing countries in the coming days.

Concl*sion

In the last 50 years, Bmgladesh developed consirlerably in the primary education

seetor in qu:rntitatiye development. Many developing couilriss tleated Bangladesh as a role

model for achieving unprecedenled enrollment rates and reducing lhe dropout rate alier

promising MDGs. It could be possible for political steadiness since 2009. smooth financial

allocation fron: 1990, an<l acknawledging the primary education sector as a priorirized area

for human development. Besides, the quality of primary educrtion remains a big challenge

far Bangladesh. Nevertheless, it has been working aftrr signing SCDr and moving forward

to achieve quality through quantity- This paper will help the policymakers of developing

countries ictentify the way I'orwards tbr achieving quality primary education,
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